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The Month 


Review 


CLEAR that Comrade trip 

Washington and his discussion the 
White House [will] mean triumph for the 
policy peace and failure for the politicians 
the Cold War, preparation for war. 
Every newspaper reader the whole world 
knows that the proposal such discussion 


the highest level has figured for years fundamental point the agenda 
Soviet foreign policy. The meeting proves that not only 
the policy peaceful coexistence correct but the policy building Socialism. 
One cannot stress enough that the concrete possibility the policy peaceful co- 
existence promoted the successful building and strengthening Socialism, 
the shift the balance international forces our spoke Radio Budapest, 
August typified the reaction the forthcoming visits 
unqualified approval spiced self-congratulation and self-praise. 


Indeed, axiom Soviet policy that “peaceful indistinguish 
able from “the strengthening and building is, the Soviet bloc. 
Insofar Europe concerned, this has meant the flat assertion that its peoples 
are inextricably within the Soviet bloc, that discussion their fate coun- 
tenanced (as witness the outraged explosion against the proclamation Captive 
Nations Week)—while the same time the shakes will the timbers the 
world with its demands scores areas, West Berlin and Laos the latest. 
corollary has been that the “building Eastern Europe proceeding 
smoothly and successfully, that the area increasingly homogeneous its 
forms and therefore increasingly welded the Soviet Union. And the Communists 
have striven make so; recent months have seen extensive collectivization drives, 
area-wide modifications education systems accord with Soviet 
reorganizations industry along the Soviet model and increase Soviet- 
style “voluntary labor.” Facts, however, continue show that the area also sim- 
mering with anomalies, contradictions and tensions. This month, often, they 
centered around man’s essential occupation, agriculture. 


The most striking note, might expected, was sounded Khrushchev 
his trip through Poland, the one country the bloc where force not being used 
get farmers collectivize (and where, consequently, there only trivial degree 
Khrushchev. his best bluff addressed himself right 
the problem: yes, said, collectivization the only and you Polish peasants 
like hear this only because you don’t know enough about agriculture. 
But—he said. and said again—there will use force get you collectivize. 


The pattern dissemination these remarks through the area was instructive. 
They were printed full Poland and the Soviet Union. Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia 
and Romania, the speech was either not published all paraphrased that the 
praise collective farming was there but the promise that force would used was 
omitted. Hungary, where recent all-out collectivization 
apparently led disagreement within the the key passages abjuring force were 
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printed without comment. This will very likely bolster the arguments the Hungarian 
Party faction which has serious doubts about the desirability effectiveness forced 
collectivization masse. 


spokesmen this month had much say about forced collectivization and 
about Hungarian agriculture. Forced collectivization was decried (as were the Chinese 
communes, terms with which speech Poland seemed agree). 
Hungarian agriculture under Communist management came for scathing criticism 
after Hungarian Party review had witlessly claimed, support routine attack 
the economic “failures” Yugoslav “revisionism,” that the economy was 
its prewar level. The Yugoslavs replied that, very much the contrary, 
agriculture, for example, was strikingly successful, while 1957 Hungarian agri- 
culture produced percent less than before the war. Economic criticism—which 
seems recently have taken the center the stage the charges and countercharges 
the anti-Yugoslay also exchanged between Bulgaria and Yugoslavia, 
and the latter country pointed out occasions when had been requested make good 
Bulgarian 


Bulgaria, indeed, seems currently facing economic trouble the “big leap 
forward” which was increase its agricultural and industrial output 
astonishing degree astonishing rate speed. Party leader Zhivkov, reporting 
progress the Central Committee, strewed hints 
over the whole range life, but particularly agriculture and livestock breed- 
ing; there was, seemed, the danger that the enormously ambitious program would 
dissolve confusion and chaos. remedy was plan series Central 
Committee plenums discuss various difficulties, ranging 
October, cattle breeding February next year. Just the moment, the Bulgarian 
press resounds with complaints that fruit and vegetables are rotting the country- 
side, while Sofia the people line get small quantities these foods. not, 
apparently, this instance failure production—the harvest Eastern Europe 
seems promise well this the familiar Communist problem- 
areas distribution and organization. Bulgaria’s confusions and failures 


matiers have marked similarities the breakdown recently revealed Communist 


China, where, indeed, Bulgaria found the model for much its “big leap.” 


Czechoslovakia, the regime taking the next step now that some percent 
arable land the “Socialist the various economic subsidies and 
privileges accorded collective farms make them more alluring hard-pressed 


private farmers are reduced discontinued. Forms direct aid will ter- 
and graduated tax structure will increase State levies the more success- 
ful farms. 


Apart from this wide variety differences and anomalies agriculture, notable 
and widely indication intra-bloc differences occurred Vice President 
trip Poland. There, the the Satellites, Nixon, the symbol 


the West. was given wildly emotional and ovation the people 


Warsaw, which was sharp contrast the perfectly polite but reserved formalities 
tendered the Polish and the staged heckling that the 


mente d Soviets had presented during the \ ice Pre sident’s sojourn there. 


Premier comes Washington, two essential facts about 
Europe are made clear recent events. First, the “building 


nowhere accomplished fact and everywhere beset divisive forces 


resolved tensions, And shown Warsaw’s reaction Vice President 


the people the area, despite fifteen the pressure cooker propaganda, will 
still display warmth and admiration for the United States whenever they feel free 


do 


The Battlefield Laughter 


Political Cabaret 


Peter Halasz 


There more honorable function for laughter than act the cutting-tool against the 
stupidities tyranny. tyranny more susceptible laughter than that the Com- 
munist States, which demand not only obedience but whole-hearted allegiance. 
article, Mr. Halasz tells the glorious tradition political and social satire the Buda- 
pest cabaret, and describes how that tradition, first throttled the murderous solemnity 
the regime, burst out with laughter that shook cit) 


ATTEMPTING describe the history 

tudes political cabaret, must explain 
what the cabaret and has stood for country where 
the government has always been right officio and the 
the opposition has often sat not parliament but prison. 
The 1948 edition the Encyclopedia Americana, defines 
cabaret: from the French, signifying 
restaurant, term generally applied the United States 
since 1910 the dinners, suppers meals, the dansants 
tea dances served hotels and popular restaurants the 
accompaniment singing, instrumental music and dancing. 
elaboration the imported café chantant Paris 
which provided vaudeville entertainment during meals.” 
This more describes what for nearly half century the 
people Budapest have come regard cabaret than 
the words “rather tall edifice” define New Empire 
State Building. The Budapest cabaret was, above all, 
battlefield Hungarian intellectual life; the combatants 
were noted for their courage, and they inflicted 
fered serious wounds. 


The founders the political cabaret considered their art 
far more than mere variety show. Once, during 
unruly parliamentary session, Hungarian Premier ex- 
claimed angrily: “But this real cabaret!” This remark 
drew sharp response from Endre Nagy, one the pio- 
neers the Budapest cabaret, who told his audience that 
the Premier evidently had never seen cabaret. had, 
Endre Nagy said, would not have condemned the caba- 
ret when wanted criticize parliamentary 
the contrary, had noticed any stupidity 
the cabaret, would have had the right shout 
“But this real parliament!” 

Members the Budapest cabaret were justly proud 
its status. Despite the fact that the cabaret had originated 
Paris and had come Budapest through Munich and 
Vienna, had undergone such transformation that ex- 
perts later came from Paris Budapest study it. 


Mr. Halasz was born Budapest 1922. has been novelist, playwright, scriptwriter 
and journalist. left Hungary after the suppression the 1956 Revolt, and now 
the US. Previous articles him appeared the February and April issues East Europe. 
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Deszo Keller, one the most popular masters ceremonies 
the political 
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Budapest, the cabaret was the work writers, the very 
best writers, who were deeply concerned with 
deed, the cabaret had not even emerged from its infancy 
when caused the downfall government. When new 
government was formed, the Deputy Premier 
Endre Nagy and said: “We want express our gratitude 
you and your theater for overthrowing the previous 
government. Ask for anything and will carry out 
After several moments, Nagy replied “Now 


you must fall. Cabaret business was better before you took 


your wishes ‘a 


OVCeT 


From the very beginning the cabaret was characterized 
its refusal recognize any authority. opinions ex- 
pressed by the actors were based on a common-sense out- 
look and were spoken the name the 
In the interwar period Laszlo Vadnay, now a Hollywood 
script writer, invented the characters Hacsek and Sajo, and 
they have 
could never manage understand the intricate 
affairs the 


lived the popular imagination 


world, and Sajo, who did not understand 
them much better, took upon himself explain them 
In this way they discussed Hitler and Mussolini, the Ethi- 
opian campaign, the Nuremberg Laws and the daily storms 


politics two helpless, ordinary men clinging 


cafe table the whirlpool history. They were 
funny and moving they stumbled the brink catas- 
and often they were more effective than the press 


in bringing home to the people the world situation 


The Podium 
this time, 


appearance the cabaret stage master ceremonies 


just before the war, Laszlo made his 


His show was called “The Podium” and the people who 
came to see it night after night were like members ol a 


secret One programs created 


international year was 1939 
were becoming more and more aware their religious 
and racial origins. ‘The program was called “Hand Over 
the Documents,” and dealt with hysterical search 
famuals papers from generations back Foreign correspon- 
dents in Budapest wrote home about the program and the 
event was reported in the Times, The News 
tiny Budapest 


Chronicle, and The 
theater had attracted much 


London 


Hungarian 
authorities watch the Podium acts. But was 
difficult censor who had instinctive talent 


barb 


for the cunning 


When Hitler was the height his power his 
machine was rumbling victoriously through Eu- 
scored another One night, after 
announcing the next number the program, signalled 
for the curtains up. Nothing happened, and 

thinking me- 
chanical failure, began murmur. this moment 
Phen he 
Don't 


Hungarian, the same word 


voice, 
nothing happened, and the audience, 
came forward and raised his hand quict 
winked and said, soon hang properly 


satire which, Mr. Halasz tells, 
the cabaret put under regime pressure. 
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means “to and “to For second there was 
complete silence. Then the entire theater burst into laugh- 
For everyone present understood that Bekeffi had been 
talking about the Nazis. The police officer duty bit his 
nails furiously, but was helpless. After all, you 
ban program because the master ceremonies had an- 
nounced that the curtain would up. 

because the 
Lhe cab- 


aret was much more than theatrical was 


mention this incident 
methods and psychology the political cabaret 


journalism its best, and required close relationship 
between the actors and the audience, and an infallible 
instinct for determining the mood. The cabaret was 
like secret radio transmitter operating full view 
the authorities. course, could not risk making 
the same remark twice and constantly sought new ways 
defiance. But each joke became famous, and although 
only few hundred people could fit into The Podium, all 
Budapest knew about the “defective curtain” the 
following and two later the entire country was 
winking and saving, worry, they will 

came evening, however, when The 
curtain did not rise 
Dac hau, 
American Army 1945. then was seriously ill and 


When was finally 
well enough return home, the Communists were running 


was arrested and deported 
where remained until was freed 
hospital treatment 


Hun rary, and he remained in the if Ss Several months ago 
went Europe entertain audiences Hungarian 
again undoubtedly injecting new 


life into thousands people. 


refugee Camps; once 


1945, when the Hungarian capital still lay ruins 
and the buildings which remained more or less intact e€Xx- 
posed pitted faces the sky, The Podium opened again 
the city with indestructible 
nervous system, needed two things most all when the 


side street. Budapest, 


noise battle died—black coffee and cabaret. The 
coffee was distributed from the paneless window 
bombed-out coffee house, and the cabaret re-opened 
half-built theater. Its director was son Gabor, 
and the first program was called “Take Off the Muzzle.” 
was natural, the program dealt with the recent past. 
the second program, however, the emphasis was the 
present and the show called “Left Face” dealt with such 
problems rising inflation, the appearance complicated 
decrees, the awakening bureaucracy and the be- 
tween the various political parties. 


significant that the political cabaret which had 
fought Nazism uninterruptedly became strongly 
munist the immediate postwar period, its keen 
political instincts told from which side the “word without 


muzzle” was being threatened this time. 


any case, this 
period was shortlived and new chapter the life the 
Gabor followed his father into 


exile, and before long The Podium closed its doors. 


cabaret soon began. 


The Nationalized Cabaret 


CAME the nationalization theaters 


‘guided cultural policy.” For some reason, the cabaret 
was placed the same category exhibitions, and the 
new Communist order came under the management the 
capital city instead the State. The Amusement Institute 
for the People Budapest was created, and embraced, 
aside from the cabaret, a midget theater, concert halls, and 
even the waxworks exhibit Amusement Park. 
The the Public Education 
Division the Budapest Council, whose lord and 


Institute was subordinate 


believe still Communist called Joseph 
Szonvi. Nobody knew how why Szonvi got this high 
post. was exceptionally cold man who tried 
appear superior everyone, and his one aim was put 
“light the service the Party. 
knew that the cabaret would hard tame and that 
had “hidden bourgeois dangers’: nevertheless, he tried. 


new cabaret was opened tiny room the Nagy- 


korut (Great Boulevard) which previously had housed only 


second-rate shows. This immediately de-classed the cabaret 
and was intended pave the way its downfall. 

Institute 
for the People Budapest, was present the meetings 


worked for some time the Amusement 
which outlined the future the cabaret di- 
rectors, readers and drama critics. At one meeting he said: 


“The cabaret bourgeois art form, and although 
has progressive traditions its methods are totally unsuitable 
for the cabaret proletarian dictatorship. The bourgeois 
cabaret ridiculed the abuses the existing social order, 
there were plenty abuses the task cabaret 
We are 


not opposed to the established social order: we do 


and 


writers was easy. Our task much more difficult. 


not 
dream ridiculing our leaders: and have affirma- 
tive attitude towards everything taking place our coun- 


trv. 


means 


the cabaret will eliminate remnants the discredited 


role therefore historical one. 


social classes making them appear ridiculous. making 


(x 


Laszlo Kabos, one the foremost younger comedians, (He 
currently serving jail sentence for traffic accident.) 
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them ridiculous shall also something 
else can and must do: fight the imperialists all 
possible neans In this wav the cabaret will give writers a 
free hand that they can battle fearlessly, using humor 


all, one of the 


their weapon. And above 
the 


most important 


tasks of cabaret is to depict 


] ] 
truly and faithfully the 
beautiful new life our people 


listened Szonyi with 


hide our 


tried to 


house arrests were full 


although we 
feelings At that time 


swing, and trucks carrying the meager belongings numer- 


ous unfortunate creatures being exiled remote villages 


could be seen iumbl 


streets. Sari Dery, 


pretty voung actress, met this fate simply because her hus- 
band had been She was sent wither 
the countryside, where she came down with acute appen- 
dicitis: there was no doctor in the village and she died. 
“By making them ridiculous shall kill Szonvi 
had said. Well, far killing was concerned, 
gressed fairly well without the cabaret Old couples 


threatened with internal deportation hung themselves 


jumped out windows. silence pregnant with fear 
permeated the country. This was the beautiful, new life 
our people were filled with disgust 


mained silent. (My feelings may have been apparent, be- 
cause several weeks later Szonyi had sent “cul- 
tural school” run by the Ministry of Education. and in 


the interests brainwashing was forced stay there for 
five months without seeing family.) believe most 
who sat there knew that Szonyi had pronounced the 
cabaret’s death sentence. For decades the cabaret had been 
famous for its defense the poor and the helpless; had 
assumed the role king’s jester and had stuck out its 
tongue authority. Now was supposed wear the 


Party’s insignia and act authority’s name. 


The Communist Style 


The reorganized cabaret was almost unrecognizable. The 
first show included long one-act play Soviet writer 
whose name longer remember. The play was called 
“The Last Window.” Its setting was the US—New York, 
precise—and its hero was poverty-stricken window 
cleaner for huge advertising company who suddenly de- 
cides that when finishes his work will throw himself 
out thirtieth-floor window. Just about jump, 
the company president sees him and realizes this chance 
make big money. pulls the man from the ledge, 
persuades him advertise various products over the radio 
before leaps and promises give his family large sum 
money after his death. The window cleaner signs 
contract and the president arranges for national hook-up, 
etc. All America listens cheerfully while the window clean- 
describes what soap used that morning, the name 
the toothpaste uses, what beverages likes, and on. 
the end, however, the window cleaner changes his mind. 
furor; 


This creates ordered jump and then al- 


most pushed, but the final moment “life triumphs” and 
saved. 

Lhe Budapest political cabaret had indeed travelled a 
had The 


watched the Soviet play amazement. course, the 
exclusively Wall Street; 


long way, Hungarian literature. audience 


cabaret could not devote itself 
also had deal with domestic affairs 


the so-called tshastu 


For this purpose, 
hka was used, This was primitive 
verse form imported from the Soviet Union and sung 


Usually, the verse described 


ot a tolk 


sone 


certain situation and concluded with moral. The tshas- 
tushka became popular Hungary after the appearance 
the Soviet musical film, “The Merry Fair,” and was 
then that Hungarian cultural officials recognized its pro- 
paganda potential. factories the radios constantly blared 
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Stakhanovite worker producing 
percent the norm was greeted the factory’s cultural 
tshastushka: 
Kovacs works hard 
evervone 
Young 


Are proud him indeed. 


brigade with 


nradk 
can see 


and old our 


ily and listened the 


Poor Comrade Kovacs grinned happ 
who did not work well were 


tormenting rhymes. Those 


ith 


also greeted w 


“Comrade Bal: rles too much 
But his self-criticism not 


Comrade Balasz naturally shuddered and dedicated him- 


self self-criticism with alacrity. 

These awkward, pathetic verses began heard 
the cabaret stage where Vilma Medgyaszay, pioneer the 
chanson Hungary, had once sung the poems Ady, 
Jeno Heltai and Erno Szep set music Bela Reinitz. 
Wit and humor had given way the grisly breath 
“Communist culture.” 

The cabaret’s secretary, certain rhymester the name 
Gyorgy Szilagyi, who was People’s Educator assigned 
the Party, produced tshastushkas the dozen and the 
actors sang them. The verses were arranged that two 
dealt with industry, one with agriculture—or, more cor- 
rectly, kulaks—two with the fight against imperialism, one 
with the “progressive intelligentsia,” etc. 

Having thus been reorganized, the cabaret was moved 
different theater the following season and renamed the 
“Comic Theater.” was here that the big change took 


plac 


CHANGE did not occur the result some heroic 


is, the cabaret writers did not attempt 
rebel and nobody was sent jail because had dared 
tell the truth from Anything like that would 


have been senseless. The big change occurred quite ac- 


the stage. 


cidentally, and the following manner. 


About that time 
story called “Peaceful Stripping.” 


1952, believe—the cabaret presented 
The title was bit 
ticklish, because Hungary associated the word 
the Red Army. 1945, 
had not been unusual see man running through the 


“stripping” with victorious 
streets his underclothes. Used clothing had high value, 
for that time staggering inflation farmers would sell 
nothing for money, but exchange for suit, shirt 
pair shoes they would open their store rooms, and 
sausages, lard and bacon could obtained abundance. 


Liquor was also purchased this manner. was there- 


fore wonder that Soviet soldiers were eager accumu- 


late much clothing possible before making trip 


the countryside. They would hide themselves dusk 
the side streets, and someone had the misfortune 
come their way, they would make him undress gun 


point. 


tice and adopted “progressive” tradition. Thus, well 


Underworld characters were impressed this prac- 


after the end the war, stripping was still full swing. 
cabaret storv elaborated this dismal peacetime 


practice showing how arrogant, cocky man who 


brags that not afraid being ambushed criminals 


becomes the victim friend’s joke. The 
mask, forces the man hand over his clothes. 
does so, he is obliged to count the various articles. He 
hands over his shoes and says loudly, his 
his then his 

Here, in one minute, the big change occurred. The 


number “45” inevitably recalled the end the war when 


Soviet soldiers with peremptory “Davai demand- 


ed the watches of people insane enough to wear theirs in 
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the streets. Five hundred people the theater began 
roar; then applaud frantically. 

Like “Don’t worry, they will hang,” the hid- 
den association ideas, derived from common fate and 
common experience, had made “45” sensation. The dif- 
ference was that while remark had been deliberate, 
this one had been accidental. was the audience that 
showed the writers the way. The audience had shouted, 
Yes, this what want—not the tshastushkas and anti- 
imperialist plays. And the writers and actors suddenly 
regained sense their own purpose. 

the dressing rooms the cast discussed the evening’s 
events excited voices. 
begun operating again. 


The secret radio transmitter had 
The police officer duty sat 
gloomily his chair and the Public Education Division’s 
inspector perspired heavily. After all, you couldn’t start 
proceedings against audience because had laughed 
the number “45.” solve the problem, “45” was 
eliminated from the next performance. The victim counted, 
“43,” and then “46.” 


Tight Shoes 


That evening marked the beginning struggle between 
the cabaret artists and the censors. Szonyi and his group 
imagined that the cabaret had been rendered harmless just 
the Party’s cultural section and the Ministry People’s 
Education imagined that they had tamed Hungarian liter- 
ature. The,Communists, however, ignored one extremely 
important factor—the public—which, the end, more 
powerful than any censor can ever be. Although the Pub- 
lic Education Division the Budapest Council read each 
cabaret program from beginning end, the cabaret re- 
built its prestige means 


half-sentences, sidelong 


Two leading political cabaret actors. Left, Bela Salamon, who 
played “the the skit “The exploitation man 
man has which the author describes. Right, Imre Pongracz, 
one the most talented comedians. fled Hungary after the 
Revolt and now lives Canada. 
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glances and numerous other techniques peculiar cabaret 
art. 1953, program called Don’t the Shoes Fit?” 
became famous overnight. The program was introduced 
follows: 

“Why don’t the shoes fit? Because, by God, they don’t 
fit. known this for some time but—well, you know, 
the shoes were they were good color and shape, 
thought that even though they were bit too tight 
would better wear them. Otherwise have 
wear boots. And worn boots twice already and that’s 
enough. Who wants boots third time? 
ourselves: 


So we said to 
Well, new shoes never fit anyway; break 
them and eventually they'll stretch. But the fact is, 
they never stretched. the contrary they became even 
more uncomfortable. 
dressing down. 


And when said so, got 
told that better say 
nothing and that our own fault anyway. After all, 
who blame have corns and big feet? kept 
quiet and said nothing about our feet burning because our 
shoes were too tight. One evening, however, decided 
take them off and see why they were too tight. And 
were There were pieces iron and steel big 
that them. wonder our feet burned. Well, 
thought, should really spread some butter the burns. 
But there isn’t any butter. There only iron and 


were 


This speech created uproar. Throughout the country 
posters and leaflets had been proclaiming: “We are na- 
tion iron and had “repealed” Imre Nagy’s 
1953 New Course program and had re-emphasized the im- 
portance heavy industry. But after this cabaret program 
was impossible hear about iron and steel without say- 
ing, “But there isn’t any and the slogan collapsed 
like punctured balloon. 


Screening 


year later another cabaret joke became famous 
throughout the country. was from skit called “Screen- 
ing,’ which Communist terminology means examine 
someone’s background and activities 
fidelity the Party. factories and offices screening was 
by no means limited to new employees ; everybody's files 
had kept date with notes “Socialist pro- 
and examinations could con- 
ducted any time without specific cause. 

the skit “Screening,” personnel director summons 
employee for examination. The poor employee en- 
ters the anteroom with the voluminous works 
Marx, Lenin and Engels under his arm. looks like 
typical petty bourgeois; awkward and frightened, but 
evidently prepared meet any situation. (The employee 
was played extremely talented actor, and the way 
conveyed the character the man simply stumbling 
into the room with the works the Communist Fathers 
was very funny.) The personnel director sitting the 
anteroom, but the hero does not realize this; thinks the 
director simply another employee who has been called 
for the same purpose. sits down and takes the 
director into his confidence. explains that nobody can 
the better him and that has found way 
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extricate himself from any situation. All have do, 
the employee says triumphantly, quote from Lenin: 
“The exploitation man man has ceased.” “Do you 
understand this, dear the employee says, 
exploitation man man has The em- 
ployee repeats the phrase again and again until becomes 
unbearable. The audience howled. 

the next day the phrase was mordant catchword. 
When the workers were told about the need for higher 
norms, they grumbled under their breath, “The exploita- 
tion man man has When the people were 
exhorted subscribe new “peace they winked 
and declared: “The exploitation man has 
The phrase applied, fact, almost every 
aspect life under was 
stantly connection with the enormous Five Year Plan 
targets. 

From this time on, the cabaret became more and more 
outspoken. the fall 1956, shortly before the Revolt, 
the “Comic Theater” presented play called “The Lark” 
which had been lying the director’s desk for almost 
year. (This was the period when batch hitherto un- 
published manuscripts suddenly appeared the wake 
the crumbling censorship.) Written two talented young 
comedy writers Albert Vajda and Denes Kovacs (who fled 
Hungary after the Revolt and now live London), 
Lark” was about the famous turn-of-the-century painting 
that name Pal Szinyei The painting depicts 
nude girl listening the song lark spring 
meadow under deep blue sky. the play, the curtain 
rose art gallery which “The Lark” was promi- 
nently displayed one “cultural educator” en- 
tered and began deliver speech art, presumably 
group visitors: 


the educator said, see Pal Szinyei 
famous painting.” 

this, the painter, rather, his spirit, appeared the 
rear the stage, pale light. listened the educa- 
tor attentively. 

“As know,” the educator continued, “Pal 
Merse came from poor peasant family.” 

beg your Merse interrupted, “but 
father was deputy governor.” 

The educator looked him with distaste. right, all 
said nervously, “he was deputy governor, but 


“Later became Szinyei Merse con- 
tinued quietly. 


Ignoring this, the educator began laud the painting. 
“There said, “about what the artist 
wanted say. The blue sky, the bright sun, anticipates 
the changed life our people. The atmosphere the 
painting that deep faith the future.” These words 
were followed slew “Socialist phrases and 
interpretations. After listening for some time, Szinyei 
Merse tried interrupt. Exasperated, the cultural educa- 
tor shouted: “Well, you explain you know much,” 


and stalked off the stage. Szinvei Merse walked the front 


Vilmos Komlos, the famous Sajo political satires. 
died few months ago. 


Photo from Hungary Budapest), No. 1956 


the stage, pointed the painting and said soft, 
apologetic voice: what wanted say.” 

This sentence became byword the literary world. 
was used poets when they placed their work 
desk and writers so-called evaluation meet- 
ings. was, effect, answer impossible and 
ludicrous demands for “Socialist realist” art. 


The Hungarian political cabaret also had begun say 
what meant, and for time the tshastushkas and anti- 
imperialist plays seemed thing the past. Szonyi and 
his men were still power but they sat their thrones 
uneasily. The most they could was grin and bear it. 
One night master ceremonies addressed the audience 


follows: 


“Now, when fresh breeze sweeping through the 
country, could not have more pleasant task than 
convince people there reason fear anything any 
more. This not unnecessary task. Unfortunately, 
people have become accustomed to fear. It is not a habit 
they will lose easily. not have tell you about the 
people who still shake their heads dubiously and say, 
wait. wait. isn’t over One cannot dismiss 
this attitude the mere comment that there are still mis- 
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trustful people. For the people are not mistrustful. They 
have simply become used fear that has become 
way life. Perhaps they are afraid having nothing 
afraid of. But don’t misunderstand me. have 
intention acting the part cultural educator when 
say that fear has ceased exist. For the situation bad 
for anyone, bad for me. How can master cere- 
monies boast his courage when the audience knows 
can speak freely, without risk? When anyone can say any- 
thing pleases without fear reprisal, the days the 
cabaret will over. And those who predict boom for 
the cabaret are completely mistaken. can only smile 
when they tell me: ‘Now will easier for you. You can 
talk about will not easier for me. 
was easy for when could talk about nothing. Because 
then, merely said the word ‘pencil, people the audi- 
ence would wink and say each other: you hear 
that, pencil? you understand what he’s saying?’ ‘And 
will not easier for me. the contrary 
will more difficult. country where there 
nothing special about courage, where sharp criticism not 
only tolerated but demanded, the master ceremonies 
doomed. can look for another job. But 
think the situation that bad.” 

The hopes and doubts expressed this speech reflected 
the mood the entire nation. the months preceding 
the Revolt, the Hungarian political cabaret reached 
peak activity; never its fifty years existence had 
been vital. But after November 1956, 
Soviets had crushed the Revolt, the curtain fell and the 
master ceremonies was indeed forced look for new 
job. The political cabaret became silent, silent that 
even the authorities were frightened. Yes-men 
nificant scribblers took over the shows; anti-imperialist 
jokes came back into fashion; and audiences were sup- 


posed laugh the plight the defeated “counter- 
revolutionaries.” This was Kadar’s Hungary. 

Some months ago the regime began criticize the caba- 
ret for its lack courage and humor. The fact that had 
become over-cautious did not please the authorities; per- 
haps they scented danger this cautiousness and zealous 
conformism. perhaps they wanted people believe 
that bootlicking cabaret could still have wit. The Party 
paper Nepszabadsag (Budapest), January 23, 1959, 
criticized the “Comic new show called 
Those Under 120 Years Age” follows: 


first part the program laments the fact 


t that in 
recent times many things have improved that there 
nothing left Much has indeed improved 
our country. But also true that have become bored 
with the cabaret, with the ‘audacious’ cursing PATYO- 
LAT [the State drycleaning enterprise], KIK [the real estate 
and State fuel there 


little interest jokes about such secondary matters.” 

But Nepszabadsag found the cabaret dull, did not 
recommend return the past: 

“One must rejoice the fact that the Comic Theater 
trying steer new course, experiment with 
new solutions. contrast the cynicism the old 
cabaret, our new life considered from totally affirma- 
tive point of view. This proves that it is also possible to 
speak about the present without being malicious, and this 
can just witty ill-willed cynicism.” 

Presumably the cabaret supposed combine 


ine wit with 
yea-saying. —The moment may come, however, when the 


cabaret will abandon its policy conformity. One day, 
the master ceremonies may say “pencil” and people 
the audience will begin wink and remark: “Do vou 
hear that, you understand what he’s saying?” 


“And how!” 


“Witness for the 


Self-criticism has become ritual the Communist State, 
particularly among youth organizations. graphic exam- 
ple this latter-day inquisition appeared the organ 
the Bulgarian Party youth union, Narodna Mladej (Sofia), 
April 17. 


ORDER STRENGTHEN the collective the senior class 
the high school Elhovo, meeting must organ- 

unusual meeting! One after another, each pupil 
stands while the others, the whole class, have word 
say about what they think him. front many 
staring eyes you feel transparent. When they praise you, 
you are uncomfortable, you feel like hiding under the desk: 
“Oh, not that good. When they reprimand you 
for mistakes which you have already admitted yourself, 
you think: “That’s right. deserve But when they un- 
cover something you have not yet realized not want 


s 


realize, then something turns inside Your mouth open 
immediately, ready deny, argue, insult 

Wait, you have right speak! You can only listen and 
write down what they say. gives his opinion 
you, and the end your hand holds piece paper filled 
out nervous opinion the collec- 
tive, its authoritative word. 


Konstantin Statelov up. slender youth with 


a 
cisively firm little mouth and short hair which now stand- 
ing end. has grasped the back his desk tightly 
his hands tremble. The statements about him start 
excellent pupil and good ac- 
cordionist. 


But the experienced ear could catch their smooth 


rhythm certain threatening note. tries 
show off, to be praised ~.. —the first shock is inflicted by 
Yanko. 


Statelov holds the back the desk tighter. But even 
this bearable: they have said this before. After all. 
tries, and they praise him. 


Continued page 
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Masthead Contemporanul (Bucharest), June 26, 1959. right the beginning the article vs. Taking Position,” 


Proletari din toate fArile, unili-va! 


pozitie 


which quarreled with East Europe’s analysis the Romanian literary scene and the struggle between the writers and the Party. 


Postscript Literary Scene 


RUDE, HEAVY-HANDED denial political and artistic 
discontent the ranks Romanian writers appeared 
the widely-circulated Bucharest weekly, Contemporanul 
published the Ministry Education), June 26. What 
inspired this denial was article Romania’s literary 
scene first published East Europe, April 1959, 
printed its German-language edition, Hinter dem Eisernen 
Vorhang, May 1959. The East Europe article found that 
over the past year the Romanian regime had persistently 
campaigned rehabilitate “Socialist literary 
form and political outlook the face widespread at- 
tempts evade the prerequisites Party-mindedness 
art. Such attempts, classified the regime “bourgeois 
symptoms,” included decrease the number works 
“contemporary problems,” such agricultural collectiviza- 
tion, sharp increase the creation historical novels, 
and tendency among younger poets model themselves 
the French Decadents. Time and again, Party spokes- 
men denounced these manifestations and criticized literary 
journals for giving space works foreign 
the Communist position and sentiments. 

This kind chafing against the strictures Zhdanovism 
had characterized literary activity other orbit countries 
since 1955 and, Poland and Hungary, had paved the way 
heated outbursts against the entire Stalinist political sys- 


LAST issue our magazine, 


author Family Chronicles, described from his own 
personal experience the way which some Western critics 
misrepresent and distort the meaning Socialist literature 
Dumitriu found exact parallel between the deforming 
lens bourgeois ideology and the defective image reflected 
the Prater [Viennese amusement park] hall mirrors 
Could the ‘Masters the Munich cold war 


After the Hungarian Revolt, the 
was stigmatized the Communists “revisionist” and, 


tem. whole movement 


the period that followed, witch hunt for revisionist atti- 
tudes ensued. Romania, the writers’ rebellion never 
developed beyond the initial stage—that is, beyond more 
less indirect attempts supplant Socialist realism—but the 
Party leadership understood the implications such activ- 
ity and regime spokesmen, such Paul Georgescu, referred 
ideological confusion among intellectuals and the habit 
underestimating the “achievements the working class.” 

Reacting this danger, the Party stressed the importance 
the writers’ ties the working people, the literary peri- 
odicals indulged ritual self-criticism, and Contemporanul 
July 25, 1958, itself confessed lack firmness the fight 
against negativism and conciliatory tendencies.” 
number writers were singled out January writers’ 
conference for committing grave errors, and the magazines 
published Cluj, Transylvania, the seat large Hun- 
garian minority, were roundly attacked for their failure 
fall into line. 

Below the full text the Contemporanul article at- 
tacking East Europe’s analysis the Romanian literary 
situation. Following the latest information the con- 
tinued resistance the younger writers the regime’s 
literary commands. 


do less? 


their Parisian colleagues, have 
stepped into the arena shouting, ‘Folks, folks, shall show 
you the hall The Munich hall mirrors 
particularly one considers the 
title: Hinter dem Etsernen Vorhang—which, translated ex- 
actly from the slang West German vengeance-propaganda 
neans ‘Behind the Iron This itself makes fur- 
ther explanation superfluous. Worn with age, the Curtain 


Envious 


— 
Wont 


can longer conceal the brown and green backdrop before 
the entrance the hall mirrors. 


“They don’t operate here they Paris, with allu- 
sions Manichaeism, with subtleties, insinuating literary 
regrets, perfidious petty questions and detached hypocrisy. 
Hidden ‘behind the iron curtain,” the mirror maestros 
not waste time trifles. the article Literary 
Scene,’ they anticipate stronger sensations: reality simply 
turned upside down. The boys from Hinter seem know 
lot, and they assert with remarkable sense nuance: 
‘Socialist realism was not attacked [by Romanian writers] 
—it was simply ignored.’ Passing over the revisionist-mel- 
ancholic tone that permeates the first words, let examine 
the second phrase. So, Romania Socialist realism ig- 
What ignorance! 
ing Socialist-realist novels and poems numbers unheard 


nored. Our publishing houses are print- 
the past. There not one issue literary magazine 
which hasn’t discussed the essential characteristics the 
Socialist-realist method used our writers. There not 
school Romania which does not discuss Socialist-realism 

and look, poor us, ignore Socialist realism! Happily, 


the bovs from Hinter are there remind it. 


Room Full Self-Deceit” 


“Since when have they been so fond of Socialist realism? 
Since when have they cared about our literature? This 
the crux the this lies the skilled technique 
applied the hall mirrors 
uses deformed images but completely absurd ones, and 


technique which longer 


presents with what Hinter’s backers wish see. For 
instance, they hope for ‘opposition’ group against So- 
cialist realism and also for ‘avoidance’ the vital problems 
created the development our new literature. long 
Hinter remains the stage wishful thinking, may 
hope for whatever wants. (Except for some fugitives who 
have been rinsing their green shirts the troubled waters 
certain Western propaganda offices for the past fifteen 
years, and who write articles about ‘Romania’s Literary 
Scene,’ know nobody who can fulfill this desire for 
‘an 


absurd hooliganistic dreams 


even has the audacity present 


One two ex- 
amples confused and inferior poetry, justly rejected 
the large masses readers, and Hinter ecstasy, having 
found proof ‘opposition.’ And then the imagination goes 
work and the moving ‘mirrors’ begin 
the most surprising angles—a room full self-deceit. 
“But, course, illusions cannot last forever. The boys 
from have that 


Kerensky became ridiculous after forty years illusion. 


sense enough see certain 
after long perorations the so-called opposi- 
tion, the specialist Literary Scene’ has 
pull the rug 
Painfully admitting that our intellectuals are giving the 
Party broad and decisive support its fight against the 


influence bourgeois ideology, the specialist concludes 


illusions) out from under his own feet. 


that the writers and publications have ‘reiterated their 
loyalty Communist precepts.’ that objective truth 


subscribe completely. Furthermore, facilitate the spe- 


cialist’s argument, shall follow the thread logic: yes, 
Romania, the writers constitute ‘opposition’ bour- 
geois ideology. for the alleged ‘ignoring’ Socialist 
realism, what can say? us, would appear equally 
logical, reasoning Hinter does, say something like 
this: after creating the material basis Socialism, the 
Romanian workers now ignore Socialism. after de- 
ciding belong the kolkhozes, the working peasants 
now ignore them. 

“Reaching theoretical deadlock—failing the initial 
stage his presentation—the specialist from Hinter can 
nothing but manipulate another ‘mirror.’ What happen- 
ing Romanian literary life? Horrible things are hap- 
pening. For example: Paul Georgescu has made report 
to the Writers’ 
ties between the 


Union discussing the necessity closer 
writer and the major problems reality. 
this were the 


only problem, the specialist seems say! 
But Scinteia has 


gone far ask that ‘editors more 
scrupulous about the ideological content literary works.’ 
Under such conditions, artistic freedom is complete ly 
strangled: demanded that the writers ‘fulfill the spir- 
itual necessity our people.’ And what does this mean? 
means that, contrast Munich 


Hinter 


Romania print text 


the writer from 
freedom 
the ‘Western’ 


crime, 


subtly tries to suggest—there is no 


glorifying war (see 
Nazis 


ic American best-seller 


memoirs former and present sexual per- 


version (see ‘Lolita, Here again 
agree. Such liberty does not exist. 

“And from 
Hinter been concerned with our artistic freedom? Paid 
they are, living the shadow the dollar, hardly ex- 
pected them become aroused subject com- 
pletely alien them. 


They 


again ask: when have the bovs 


since 


And this what comes down 


are irritated and disturbed because the with 


Caption: “Some writers find inspiration only the past.” 
Worker: “Allow introduce myself: name THE PRES- 


Contemporanul (Bucharest), February 27, 1959 
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the revolvers, the poets ‘superman,’ the bullies and the 
people who glorified the high-command time gone 
forever, have place among us. They are also irritated 
these lines from Gazeta Literara, which assert most 
legitimately the loyal adherence all honest and patriotic 
writers: 

who are hostile Socialist principles have 
place our ranks; nor should there found our 
ranks writers who, having the past supported anti- 
democratic and Fascist activity, maintain equivocal 
even hostile attitude and do not wish to show in any way 
that they are close the working 

“We risked reproducing this quotation our columns— 
not with the aim further irritating the from Hinter 

whose features, agree, are faithfully described the 
above quotation) but with the intention destroying this 
illusion also. 

“For this reason, they can dislike the well-known weekly 
even more. Why they dislike 

we took a stand 
we vowed not to weaken in the 


ranul? There seem two reasons: 


against the ‘contemplative, 
earlier 
fight against ‘liberalism, negativism, and conciliatory tend- 
But reading the whole Hinter article, seems that 
both these reasons boil down one reason: the Munich 
hall mirrors can’t stand our literary press generally be- 
cause simple fact that its pages are dedicated 

we quote-—to ‘literature of the present, Party literature, the 
the slogan the 
new Party fortnightly, Luceafarul. Ed. The ‘specialist’ 


not even consistent; above asserted that 


literature Socialist realism.’ 


And they utter all this like conspirators, 


nade sensational discovery. 


Socialist realism 
they had 


wear themselves out. sav this ourselves loud voice, 


proud that our literature has better conditions for develop- 
ment than ever before, that at no time has it been more 
closely linked to the people's hopes Guided by the Party 
whose ideology expresses the highest form hun 
Socialist humanism, which opens endless vistas for 


artistic creation literature developing firmly the 


road 


reansm 


“Under such conditions, who can wonder about Hinter’s 


stubborn denial our progress, the new phenomena 


Romania’s literary life? Our writers’ decision 
longed visits factories and farms that could 


reflect more truly the great life of ow people, Hinter 


with new and noble works, regards with open cok 
Mun 


calumny masters are unable stop the development 


ness and reserve. But whatever they the 


nobody can stop our new literature, its educational 
impact the masse Socialist builders who will soon 
celebrate the fifteenth anniversary ol the expulsion trom 
Romania the Hinter-men and their patrons 


“In view the evidence, the Munich hall mirrors 
gradually losing most its naive customers. sav 


The storv of ‘Be- 


here: they can't tool anvone an nore 
hind the Curtain’ 


Poets 


assertion that the majority 

Romanian writers adhered firmly 
tions, events the spring and summer gave clear picture 
regime dissatisfaction with the un-Marxist outlook 
the nation’s younger poets. number “patient” articles 


OPTICA UNORA 
ACTUALITATE 


O sferd tematica 


Desen BENEDICT 


“The Viewpoints Some attack artists who 
evade the strictures “Socialist realism” following 
the slogans literally rather than spirit. Top: painter who 
claims that dealing with contemporary theme. assure 
you that these are this year’s onions!” Second from top: Com- 
bativeness. Third from top: Contact with reality (painter has 
moved his canvas down the farm, but kept date). 
Bottom: Thematic variety. (Left) 


thematic range. 
(Right) broadened thematic range. 


Contemporanul (Bucharest), April 17, 1959 
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appeared decrying their stubborn espousal decadent 
verse forms and the lack their poetry either “ideas” 
reality. Some the articles spoke the “preciousness,” 
“frozen tranquillity,” “saccharine” tone, and “longing for 
manifested this verse, and claimed that even 
when images Socialist construction were used, they were 
only much decoration and did not reflect the spirit 
the “inspiring, heroic fight Socialist builders.” 


“The Light Socialist Conscience” 

The Party’s Lupta Clasa March 
1959, pondered over several examples so-called decadent 
verse which had appeared the literary publications Gazeta 
Literara, Steaua and Tribuna during 1958, and delivered 
the following pronouncements: 

poem inspired the heroic task building Socialism 
must convey, first all, the ideas and feelings the man 
liberated from exploitation, and the light Socialist con- 
science released his work and struggle. this whole 
moral and philosophical complex, the new revolutionary 
content Socialist work also shaped the ethics the 
people who transform mankind. Certain young poets 
not keep this essential aspect mind, but write poetry 
lacking ideas, give apolitical description produc- 
tion operations sprinkled here and there with stylish flowers. 
This the case, for instance, the poem ‘Pig Iron 
Cast’ Andi Andries (Jasul Literar Nr. 1958 
very difficult say just what idea the poet wants 
convey when constructs entire poem based ob- 
servations such these: 


the reflection the slow, burning flames 

People look like monuments 

Their serious faces have strange glow 

While from the hungry furnaces the pig iron 
flows into casts 

Stretches itself thin like the body snake 

And weaves intricate designs gold. 


From the ladle the conveyer, the iron 

Falls suddenly into diamond sheaves, rises arcs, 

Orbits, bursts into astounding fireworks. 

The turners, whose strength coupled with candor, 
Hover over the fire, directing the incandescent strips 
Which acquire the shape monuments.’ 


“After reading such lines one has make the sad ob- 
servation that the poet has handled very important theme 
carelessly. Concerned with ‘fireworks,’ ‘designs 
gold,’ ‘strange glows,’ ‘diamond sheaves,’ has lost sight 
that very spark which should have glowed powerfully 
his lines, the soul and mind man who changing the 
world.” 

Mentioning several other works which displayed, said, 
only superficial understanding reality, Lupta Clasa 
declared that very often the young poets tried “supple- 
ment their lack ideas with fruitless introspection,” and 
concluded that literary magazines must consider themselves 
duty-bound see that poems are created which have strong 
ties with and the “impassioned work” “Socialist 
construction.” 


complaint that some Romanian critics encourage the 
production apolitical art appeared the May 15, 1959 
issue the literary fortnightly, Luceafarul 
rest). The author the complaint, Balan, declared 
that the snobbishness some young poets had been fostered 
people who commented the work beginners with- 
out sufficient sense responsibility and from dilettantist 
and subjective point view. This, said, had led young 
writers onto difficult road which means would 
take them the “major, political, civic art Socialist 


minor theme, removed from life and very often 
taken from poetry which was never appreciated the 
large masses readers, often attracts the insecure pen 
young people, and their works are published owing 
the incomprehensible indulgence some magazines 

would like literary criticism take more active 
role directing young people who 
sist writing such poetry and who seem take childish 
pleasure the fact that they are 


negatively 


discussed and 
Verv often 
publication articles criticizing 
the work such poets Nichita Stanescu, Petre Stoica, 
Gh. Radu Chirovici, Gh. Chivu, Grigore Hagiu, Modest 
Morariu, etc., and the following page poems exactly 


mentioned criticism 


find one page 


the same kind and unnatural orientation those criti 


cized, eee 


“The Many-Sided Beauty” 


combines talent with for the new Socialist life 


‘ 
country,” Balan quoted the following piece Corneliu 
Serban: 


“He activist the spot 
Who eats hundreds miles foot 


Who often sleeps trains 
And has time care about his looks. 


Still likes drink 
And sing and dance now and then 
And his eyes laugh when 


sees girls and flowers. 


what wants and believes and knows 
like everyone else, and yet this not so, 
like 


But my thoughts must climb to reach him.” 


Somewhat less inspired Serban than Mr. Balan, 
Bucharest), June 17, 1959, found that 


his work failed communicate sense the “Socialist 


Scinteia Tineretulut 


workers’ enthusiasm” because his language was vague and 
his imagery drugged. “Unfortunately,” the 
“Serban not the only young poet evince this tendency 
towards empty verbiage and bombast.” Scinteia Tineretului 
also found quality “evasion” and “sterility” the 
works the Miron Scorobete, Ion 
Dumitru Cepenaru and Tirlea, and commented: “It 
not sufficiently clear for whom and against whom these 
poets are The paper declared that the young 


poets could produce valuable work only fighting against 


poets 


° 

+ 

: 


foreign influences, excessive symbolism, decadent man- 
nerisms and absurd allegory, and striving use wealth 
ideas which reflect the “many-sided beauty Socialist 

Gazeta Literara (Bucharest), July 1959, came the 
same conclusion when declared that the younger poets 
should not cede the “pressure revisionism other 
forms sterile confuse, because their 
legitimate desire for originality, “the language revolu- 
tionary forms with modernist falsehood.” so-called letter 
the editor the July issue Contemporanul 
launched complaint about the “meaningless” poetry 
found the pages Steaua, Tribuna and Gazeta Literara. 
Every poem must have meaning, the letter insisted: “Art 
educational function The letter also declared that 
some editors who sign articles pleading for Socialist, con- 
temporary themes, not follow their own advice. This 


was said true Oarcasu, who wrote articles the 
subject for Tribuna: “But this does not hinder the review 
from publishing poems that have nothing common with 
the editor’s 

The Party’s efforts win the younger generation away 
from “harmful and make the critics pay 
more than lip service Socialist realism also included 
July announcement Luceafarul that, connection 
with publications honoring the fifteenth anniversary 
Romania’s the State Publishing House had 
decided give young poets incentive printing collec- 
tion the best pieces work. All these endeavors indicate 
quite clearly that the younger generation poets hardly 
inspired the so-called manifold beauties “Socialist 
that they are seeking literary models outside the 
realm Marxist aesthetics, and that far they have 
persisted their attitude “sterile apoliticalism” despite 
numerous Party reprimands. 


Continued from page 

“His attitude towards the girls not right.” 

“Lie, this mean lie!” The insulted youth defends 
himself. “She says this, 

chairman interrupts him. 

Statelov boils with anger: “Kasarova she saying 
purpose. She doesn’t like because she feels that 
better student than she. The others agree 
with her.” 

“He avoids the collective, does not have true friendly 

After Kasarova, seven eight other persons get up. 
With disturbed ear Konstantin listens every word 
Thank God, nobody supports the slanders the girls. But 
that avoids Even Milka, 
whose impartiality can have doubt, confirms this, 


about the collective 


“In reality does not have friend. What 
kind friend Georgi? listens him, and for good 


even adds: 


for bad always agrees with 

But Statelov not the only student this class. The 
mecting continues From five in the afternoon until ten 
the evening. This was happening for the first 
time, and nobody wanted leave. They wanted hear 
about everyone. Everyone should have his piece paper 
filled out, and then 

That evening Georgi did not home. remained 
spend the night with Konstantin. What kind night? 
They whispered the dark room until morning, and the 
quiet Georgi, though timid, said his friend for 
the first time: “About the collective, right. You 
are the only one who isn’t busy. When were gathering 
raw material, you did not even move your finger. And 
when celebrate birthdays, you are always absent.” 

The words his closest friend did not differ from those 
the rest. And this was what hurt him most. meant 
had swallow it, understand, change something. 


The class was rehearsing quite intensively, getting ready 
for the Statelov, never before, was arriving 
school very day. even suggested the idea forming 
small orchestra, then got busy organize it. Once, when 
they did not have rehearsals after classes, Statelov asked 
Georgi walk home with him. The latter refused: had 
consultation psychology. Georgi, course, was not 
very good psychology, but Statelov might have been 
ready argue: “Cut it, let’s That was how had 
acted the past. But now did not say anything and 
left himself. Perhaps his friend’s refusal felt 
certain unexpected firmness, or, perhaps, recalled the 


meeting. 


They Not Love 


STATEMENT young Polish judge, and member 
the Communist Party, report legal 
work: 

“As rule Party member colleagues are disliked 
judges, particularly the older ones. Perhaps 
result their prewar apolitical outlook; perhaps be- 
cause they feel bitter about the rapid promotion 
judges who are Party members promotions not 
always justified—or maybe because continually say 
that Party members are the leading people. Actually 
are not always the lead. also think that, sub- 
consciously, perhaps, they resent ‘representatives 
and that they earn very meager liv- 
ing. fact, however, that they not waste 
much love us, especially those who became 
Party members before starting work 
Zycie [Warsaw], July 26. 


i 


The most numerous class citizens Eastern Europe 
not the working class but the peasantry. Although most 
the peasants are very small farmers, they are nevertheless 
men property and pose serious political and economic 
problems for the Communist State. For ten years the 
Communists have been struggling dispossess them 
their land forcing persuading them into collective 
farms, with results ranging from total collectivizati 
the struggle has waxed and waned; whenever the chance 
has arisen the peasants have deserted the and re- 
turned private farming. Although collectivization nou 


said the evidence shows that not. 
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This article describes the late 
Hungary—the timing, the tactics and the results achieved. 


also analyzes the policy statements leading Communists 
see how they intend deal with the new political and 
economic situation they have created the countryside. 


Kadar and the 


COLLECTIVIZATION DRIVE launched the Hungarian 

Communists the first quarter 1959 turned out, 
statistically least, the most successful their his- 
tory. The results were especially noteworthy light the 
way the peasants have resisted previous efforts collec- 
tivize them, and the magnitude the victory appears 
have taken the regime itself surprise. The top strategists 
had evidently planned relatively modest step toward 
“Socialist agriculture,” backed with the supplies 
machinery, building materials and fertilizers necessary 
for large-scale farming. 

While the primary purpose collectivization give 
the State firm grasp the marketable surplus the 
countryside, the Hungarian regime had every reason 
wishing avoid the clumsy bludgeoning the peasant 
that had stigmatized past attempts. The long stagnation 
Hungarian agriculture has had depressing effect 
supplies food and raw materials and the foreign trade 
balance. Moreover, since 1953 there has been swing 
Soviet-bloc economic thinking away from Stalin’s crude 
device making the peasantry foot the bill for industrial- 
ization. Agricultural policy recent years has included 
genuine effort—albeit varying success—to build the 
farm economy well collectivize it. 

However, the results the latest Hungarian campaign 
bear close resemblance those past attempts. Be- 
tween January and March the membership collec- 
tive farms tripled, the area land collectives more than 
doubled, and the regime—when called temporary halt 
April—found itself badly short supplies for the new 
farms. has had renege its promises equip the 


shepherd the 15” collective farm Nagykata, the 
Great Hungarian Plain. 


Jovendonk (Budapest), January 15, 1959 


Peasant: 1959 


also evidence that the rapid mushrooming the collective 


sector 


for large-scale mechanized operation 
now involves nearly percent the rural popu- 


lation—is taxing the administrative capacity the Party 


Imposing Dogma 


YEAR, Hungary ranked next Poland the 
country which the orthodox Communist policy 
collectivizing agriculture had met with the most effective 
opposition and the greatest lack success. the end 
1958, years effort persuade force the Hungarian 
peasant into collective farming had resulted collective 
sector smaller both area and membership than had 
been the end 1951. 


Past Failures 


The years between had seen two major drives, 
reaching the half-way mark and both temporarily 
used 


The first great campaign, 1951-1952 
combination physical force, terror and economic pres- 
sure, and enlarged the collective sector percent 
the country’s arable land June 1953. expanded the 
“Socialist (including State farms 
owned outright the government) percent all 
farm land. 


sector” agriculture 
late 1953, however, this achievement was 
dissipated under the comparatively relaxed 
Imre Nagy’s first Premiership, and the end 
percent 


scipline 
1954 
peasant membership had quit the col- 
lectives and nearly one-third the collectivized land had 


reverted private farming. After Nagy’s fall 1955, 


bal 

» 
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efforts were made reconstitute the collective sector but 
with only partial success. May 1956 the “Socialist” 
and collective shares of arable land were back to 36 and 
percent, respectively. 

Even this rally was shortlived, for with the collapse 
Communist authority during the Revolt October 1956 
virtually all the regime’s gains since 1950 were wiped out. 
December 1956 the amount arable land collective 
farms had dropped below nine percent, and membership 
had fallen 119 thousand—precisely the level 1950. 
Some reconsolidation occurred the two years following 
the suppression the Revolt, but was obvious that 
political progress the countryside 
minimal. December 1958 the sector covered 
approximately one-quarter arable land, and 
half this area consisted the State farms which form 
permanent enclave the countryside. 

Crop production during these years had made equally 
progress. Early 1957 the Communists admitted that 
harvests and yields had, the whole, not even achieved 
the level prewar, “capitalist” Hungary—despite 
State investment and other assistance to agriculture since 
1953. good crop 1957, perhaps part the result 
Kadar’s soft policy toward the peasantry after the Revolt, 
was followed by only a moderately good year in 1958. I he 
Deputy Minister Foreign Mulato, was led 
assert December 1958 that agriculture was still 
keeping pace with either domestic demands export re- 


The new drive that began January this year was 


Collectivization Hungary 


Percent Number Number 

Arable Land* Members Farms 
Dec. 1950 119,527 
Dec. 1952 369, 5,110 
Dec. 1954 229,952 
Dec. 1955 18 305.5 1816 
June 1956 343,397 
Dec. 1956 
Dec. 1958 
March 


including household plots and land 
associations 


ollective farms include “producer cooperatives” 


all land and equipment are owned common, and “pro- 
ducer cooperative which land and equipment 
are privately owned but cultivation common. 1952 
the accounted for percent the collective 
farms and percent their arable land. Their relative 
importance declined therea and March 1959 they 
comprised only percent the collective farms and 
percent of the collectivized arable land 

are also various peasant associations, not included 
in the table above, which engage in limited forms of co- 
operation. Their number grew from 537 December 
1956 3,476 December 1958, when thev had about 1.7 
percent the arable land. March 1959 there were only 
1,899 them 


Sources: Compiled from 
195€: Evkonyv, 
Kozlemenyek, June 1959 


Moscow, Kadar was position resist Soviet pressures 
toward resuming the “building Socialism” Hungary. 
While Premier Khrushchev willing support Poland’s 
Gomulka his compromise with the peasantry, has 
touted collective agriculture touchstone orthodoxy 
for the rest the Communist world. The Hungarian 
Communists have frequently betrayed, their public 
statements, consciousness political failure. Kadar 
stated January: “Although true that Hungarians 
have little boast when our results are compared with 
those the Soviet people who are building Communism, 
the Chinese who are progressing the road building 
Socialism rapid pace, and the Bulgarian, Czecho- 
slovak and other peoples, our farmers’ cooperative move- 
ment collective has once again started 


the Pace" 


But there were reasons other than the wish catch 
politically with the rest the camp.” Since the 
abolition compulsory deliveries during the October Re- 
volt, the State had found difficult control the market- 
ing agricultural produce. Deputy Minister Foreign 
Trade Mulato complained interview last December 
that State purchasers had been unable lay hands 
enough farm produce meet the export targets, although 
food was plentiful the rural markets; this had caused 
loss several million forint annually.” long article 
Figyelo, the economic weekly, April 29, 1958, stated 
that the few collective farms then existence were not 
functioning “Socialist” enterprises should, but were tend- 
ing encourage private farming under collective mask. 
According Figyelo, the private plots the members 
were flourishing the expense common production—a 
chronic weakness collective farming—and the collectives 
were distributing too much the common produce the 
members instead selling the State. 

The political sensibilities were also outraged 
the relative prosperity the masses independent 
peasants, who were living better than they had years 
the result the economic concessions made after October 
1956. the old specter “capitalism the countryside” 
was added the resentment the urban population the 
fact that the peasants seemed the real winners the 
Revolt. lengthy broadcast Radio Budapest No- 
vember 11, 1958, warned against subversive agents who 
“try sow the seeds discontent telling the factory 
workers that the peasants live much better than they do. 
Unfortunately there are workers who, instead trying 
find out the truth, believe such gossip.” Later, when the 
collectivization campaign got under way, the Communists 
were able use this sentiment another tool their 
strategy against the peasant. 

Finally, the recovery the Hungarian economy the 
two years since the Revolt had eliminated one important 
reason for delay. Production had returned the level 
mid-1956 and foreign trade, after years deficit, was be- 
gining show favorable balance. The resolution the 


— 
yar Statisztikai Zsebkonyv, 
and Statisztikai havi 
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Hand labor and the power the horse still predominate Hungarian agriculture. Above, new members collective farm Farad 


spreading manure upon the 


Jovendonk (Budapest), March 1959 


Party Central Committee December which signalled the 
return collectivization stated that political and eco- 
nomic situation makes possible quicken the pace 
development farming] even 1959.” 


The New Tactics 


The resolution itself was not published, but the Party 
theoretical monthly Tarsadalmi Szemle gave detailed 
account the issue January 1959. The Central 
Committee declared that the conditions for “sudden de- 
velopment” collective farming did not yet exist, but 
would “within foreseeable The measures proposed 
for the immediate future implied substantial increase 
pressures private farmers join collective some 
form cooperative group, along with greater economic 
support for existing collectives. 

“Within year, all village Party organizations must 
organize widespread network collective farm mem- 
bers, teachers, agronomists and others prominent posi- 
tions the villages, absolutely faithful the People’s 
Democracy, agreement with the Socialist reorganization 
agriculture and therefore ready 

“Five hundred comrades politically staunch, much ex- 
perienced political and organizational work, well-trained 
the villages. 

“Collective farms that are newly-formed weak must 
experts. 


“Alongside the county Party committees, active group 
100 well-trained Communists should organized 
each county. The task these groups help the 
local village leaders the organization collective farms 
and propaganda. The Central Committee proposes 
that eminent, influential private farmers should called 
upon and that the question collective farming 
should discussed thoroughly with them. desirable 
together separately the new farmers the villages 
and discuss thoroughly with them the question collec- 


tivization 


All members mass organizations should induced 
join collectives The ‘village collectives’ organ- 
ized the Communist Youth Association must 


village Party organizations and councils should 
organize committees . .. numbering 20 to 40 persons. 
The committee should draft program for collectiviza- 
tion expansion collectives already existing. 
achieve this program, the committee should carry out 
methodical propaganda organizational work. This work 
should not given after the first favorable results, 
but continued until the majority the individual work- 
ing peasants the district village have joined and 


even until the village turned into cooperative village.” 


The resolution contained number other provisions 
] 


designed bring social and economic pressure upon the 
peasantry. State organs were to give preterence to col- 
lective farms every possible way, through favorable 
marketing agreements and prior access livestock, ma- 
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chinery, fertilizers, building materials, etc. The farmers’ 
cooperative groups and production associations, which 
represent the preliminary stages collectivization, were 
pressured convert themselves into collectives. Land 
commassation was carried out where necessary, but 
preferably through “The formation 
can take place only 
other methods have failed. Plots should formed 
that part the village which the joint area the 
scattered fields the collective and the State reserve plots 
amount least percent the collective land. The 
farmers affected this ruling should get plots similar 


means. 


plots official intervention 


The campaign got under way mid-January, and was 


evidently concentrated upon the prosperous stratum 
“middle peasants.” Swarms propagandists, organizers, 
rural officials and agitators from the factories 
and mines moved through the countryside. When the drive 
reached its peak one newspaper correspondent wrote that 
(Elet 
March 6.) The brigades proceeded 
war, literally occupying key village and refusing 
move until the entire village had signed applications 
join the collective. 


there are even too many them.” 


Truckloads “people’s educators” 
toured the front from post post. “Some Party workers,” 
ran report Nepszabadsag 


Budapest) February 
“do not get a chance to take their shoes off. They doze for 


” 


couple hours and then move on. 


Refined and Cunning" 


The efforts of these squadrons were accompanied by a 
series government decrees offering special financial con- 


rint. 


cessions collective farmers. State subsidies were increased 
800 million The government announced 


that 
improvements village supplies and community invest- 
ment 


electrification, 


Peasants who joined collec- 


bridges, drainage, 


health 


trated collectivized villages. 


projects 


cultural buildings) would concen- 
tives April were exempted from taxes 1959, and theit 
other debts the State were cancelled made sub- 
ject easy amortization. was also decreed that peasants 
receive rent for the land they 


rent had formerly been paid some collec- 


entering collectives 
contributed 
tives but not all), and there was compensation for 
Szabad 


Collective farm families were 


some the livestock and equipment contributed. 
Fold March 


also receive free medical treatment, family allowance 


144 forint per mon 
ten, maternity aid, and old-age and disability pensions. 
Belpolitikai Szemle, March, and April 


There were other pressures well. was pointed out 


for more than three children 


the peasant that his taxes could reassessed, and that 
various certificates and licenses could refused him: 


™w 


“But you know that 


ave suspended the issue 


cattle licenses.” 
know, but need the money 


Elet March 6.) 


peasant the county Csongrad signs his “application” join 
the collective farm, while two members the local recruiting 


committee look on. Jovendonk Budapest), March 1959 


Farmers were the local council hall, and 
heavily fined they did not appear. Various economic 
considerations were outlined them: the State (monopoly 


buyer many staple products 


summoned 


might fail purchase the 
harvest, land might reallocated disad- 
vantage; the recalcitrant peasant was left figure for 
himself whether the collective farmer would have 
the higher income. 

Pressures were also brought bear through relatives 
living towns, effective device since most rural families 
had least one member working industrial State 
job, and many had sons the higher schools whose edu- 
cation was very important them: 


were villages where local leaders wrote Buda- 
pest University requesting that one the boys from the 
village should not given degree because his father 
refused join the collective.” (Elet March 


“The workers several factories the county were 
emphatically told that the country expects their parents 
among the first establishing new life.” 


Hirlap February 7.) 


Propaganda for urban audiences emphasized that “the 
urban worker can only expect plenty food from large- 
scale agricultural Much made the 
“volunteered” the 


industrial workers who had 
countryside and help with the agitation, but there were 


was 


numerous instances which the help was admittedly not 
voluntary 


managers some factories dismissed few 
workers because their relatives refused join the collec- 
Elet Irodalom, March 


tive 


“The workers from the factories were sent their vil- 
lages unpaid leave and told return only they could 
bring back certificate from the council confirming that 


their parents had joined the collective.” (Elet Irodalom, 
March 13.) 


Trickery and rumor were also employed. One account 
the press told how the elders village were summoned 
the council hall, and taken from there hotel where 
“they were offered drinks,” and after night argument 
“signed the application form join the When 
they got home next day they found that the whole village 
had already joined, “because they feared that the council 
members had been imprisoned.” Irodalom, March 
13. 

Official sources were reticent whether physical 
force had been employed, but independent reports 
farmers being taken away beaten the police seem 
confirmed public references the committing 
some standard Communist euphemism for 
such occurrences: 


cannot claim that the huge mass movement, affecting 
several hundreds thousands people, has been carried 
Janos Kadar, 


out without committing single mistake.” 


April 4.) 


“Naturally, wide mass movement affecting several 
hundreds thousands people, mistakes did occur, yet 
have realize that not sporadically occurring mis- 
takes which characterize the movement but political 
change attained persuasion and the voluntary prin- 


Collectivization Gains Early 1959 


Percentage 
Total Arable 
Land, 
March 3 


Perce ntage Increase 
Arable Land 
January 
Marc h 31 


> 
) 


Region and 
County 
Transdanubia 
Baranya 
Fejer 
Gyor-Sopron 
Komarom 
Somogy 
Tolna 
Vas 
Veszprem 
Zala 
Great Plain 
Bacs-Kiskun 
Bekes 
Csongrad 
Hajdu-Bihar 
Pest 
Budapest 
Szolnok 


Northern Hungary 
Borsod-Abauj-Zemplen 
Heves 
Nograd 

TOTAL 


Source: Statisztikai havi Kozlemenyek, June 


The chairman new collective farm hands over the applications 
peasants members the Party apparatus the county 
of Szolnok. 


Jovendonk February 22, 1959 


ciple.” (Janos Keseru, deputy head the Party’s Agri- 
Szemle, April 


cultural Department, 


But whatever the degree physical force involved, the 
battery against the 


amounted coercion mass scale. 


techniques employed peasantry 
The correspondent 
Elet Iradalom, already cited concluded that 
the terminology made little difference: “If farmers’ collec- 
tives are set with these methods then force, but 
more refined and cunning form force than was used 


between 1950 and 1956.” 


After the Campaign 


7 RESULTS OF the Campaign seem to have exceeded 
the 


wildest expectations of the 


leadership. 


months more than million hectares (2.6 million English 
} 


acres) were added to the collective sector, which grew from 


13.5 percent the arable area 33.4 percent. The impact 
had been heaviest the area west the Danube, where 
more than percent the land was said have been 
collectivized compared about percent for the rest 
the country. The Transdanubian region, containing the 
most prosperous segment Hungary’s medium farmers, 
was for both political and economic reasons target 
prime importance the regime. The agitators scored 
greatest successes the counties 
Sopron, Komarom, Somogy and Veszprem; the same 
time, however, they doubled the collectivized area the 
eastern county Szolnok, where collectivization 
ready farther advanced than elsewhere. More than 300,000 
families were pressed into the collectives, and the 
“cooperative villages” (where more than percent 


the land collective farms) grew 1,359—or per- 
cent of the nation’s villages. 

Party chief Kadar said: 


this step forward the collective farm movement took 


“T am quite willing to admit that 


somewhat faster, and was greater the national 
than had expected. The agitators were called 


y con 
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off, and the regime announced that efforts would now 
concentrated the collective farms rather 
than further increasing them. the latter part 
March the press began reassuring peasants who had re- 
mained outside the collectives that there would dis- 
crimination against the opposite the im- 
pression given Kadar, his April interview, called 
the private peasant “our ally and working brother,” and 


urged him ahead unperturbed with his spring sowing. 


Consolidating the Gains 


temporary halt collectivization standard Com- 
munist procedure during the months when crops are being 
grown and harvested, but this time the pause was accom- 
panied signs concern whether the regime could 
administer its new acquisitions. Kadar stressed the peasants’ 
ideological unpreparedness for “cooperative life,” and ha- 
rangued against “enemies who endeavor cause confusion 
the admitted 
that the new farms were “struggling with many difficulties. 


ranks collective farm members.” 


Seeds for hundreds acres, fertilizers, machinery, and 
communal stables and pigsties for large numbers animals 
must emphasized, have other official 
sources, that the State’s resources were limited and that 
energetic exploitation the farms’ internal resources and 
general mobilization the whole society would nec- 
essary make them succeed. 

The difficulties were probably greater than the official 
statements indicated. past experience held true, the new 
collectives were starting out with fewer 
sources than the farms which they incorporated. Yugo- 
slav correspondent, dispatch released Tanyug 


April 


before the 


reported instances peasants selling their horses 
collectives, in the expectation that the 
new farms would have tractors. Very likely the peasants 
sold consumed least portion the livestock, seed 
especially grain), and equipment they would otherwise 
The Hun- 
garian press emphasized shortages tractors, building ma- 
terials and 


have retained for running their small farms. 


fertilizers, and extraordinary measures were 


Distribution Arable Land Hungary 


Percent 


Collective State 


Private 


Farms* Farms 
June, 1949 0.8 

June, 1953 16.3 
June, 1955 8.0 14.6 
May, 1956 14.4 
June, 1958 14.4 
March, 1959 14.0 


Farms 


Including cooperative 
cultivation 


associations for joint 


Sources: Sta 
Statisztikai havi 


Zsebkonyu Budapest 
Budapest), 1957 and 1958; 
k (Budapest), June 1959 


taken overcome them. Factory workers were called upon 
overfulfill plans for the output agricultural machinery 
and building materials. (Nepszabadsag and Szabad Fold, 
March 15.) The old system which city workers act 
“patrons” the collective farms was revived: 


“Several thousand workers the Transport Construction 
Firm have decided perform social work April and 
May and several masons, carpenters and joiners will, over 
period five months, construct farm buildings for the 
new cooperatives.” (Nepszabadsag, April 30. 

“There are lonely motorcycle riders, train and bus pas- 
sengers traveling from the town the village. They are 
workers, technicians, engineers, carpenters, masons, agron- 
omists, bookkeepers, efficiency experts, etc., acting pa- 


trons the new farmers’ cooperatives.” (Magyar Nemzet, 


April 17.) 


Imports Machinery 


After scouring the Communist bloc for assistance, the 
government announced that, under agreement signed 
Moscow April 24, the USSR would supply addi- 
tional 12,000 agricultural machines during the next four 
months. These were include 2,000 40-horsepower trac- 
tors, 500 combine harvesters, 420 ensilage combines, 
sowers, 2,000 fertilizer spreaders, 2,500 plows 
cultivators. According Deputy Minister Agriculture 
Matyas Szoke, the tractors and harvesters had originally 
been intended for the virgin lands Kazakhstan and Si- 
beria. (Radio Budapest, April 24.) Other press reports 
stated that 1,280 tractors were being imported from Czech- 
oslovakia and 415 from East Germany. The economic 
plan for 1959 had originally called for the delivery 
tractors the countryside. (Sazbad Fold, March 1.) The 
government was also said importing extra quantities 
fertilizers and building materials. 

report farm mechanization problems Magyar 
Mezogazdasag (Budapest), March 23, stated that the col- 
lectives would have keep teams horses for many op- 
erations, and that existing horse-drawn equipment would 
used for most planting, cultivating, manure spreading, 
and hauling. The collectives were urged combat the 
shortage building materials with make-do measures: 


“If the collectives do not receive bricks required for 
their buildings time, they should 
unburnt, and cinder bricks themselves. The same applies 
timber, which short supply; the collectives should 
not wait, but use rush straw cover the 


grad Megyei March 11. 


regime was also faced with the problem organiz- 
more dif- 
ficult process than that collecting signatures applica- 


ing the new collectives into functioning units 


tion forms. May decree was issued providing for 
the commassation land holdings collectivized areas and 
the “voluntary exchange” private holdings where these 
interfered with collective farming. County authorities were 
empowered carry any time the 
year, provided that did not interfere with farm opera- 
tions. The decree, which was reminiscent similar meas- 
ures employed former years, meant that private farmers 


. 
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When the first consignment 104 Russian tractors arrived Kaposvar March 13, the regime ground out publicity stressing “the 
speed with which the Soviet Union, fully aware the problems our rapidly developing Socialist agriculture, has come our as- 
sistance.” These tractors are the h.p. universal model, said capable different operations. 


Jovendonk (Budapest), June 21, 1959 


could be forced to exchange their land for other land per Hajdu-Bihani Napl . Mav 10, said that th peasants ot 
less favorably situated ol of inferior quality, as the price ot Gvyulahaza “carried on as if no collective farms had been 
remaining independent. set up” 
Another decree the same date was obviously designed “In the quiet days which followed the organization 
strenethen Party control over the affairs the new col- farms, rumors began spread like wildfire; 
lectives. provided that “people active spheres people were told that was wrong form collectives 
work may join the work the collective farms and quickly, since now the whole idea collectivization had 
een gi il *Fe three ‘ es left ACE 
lend active assistance collective farming people, been given up. ‘For three years shall left pea 
who “by virtue their professional knowledge might ren- and nobody will bother Not speak the fact that 
new mcerming disarmament ar eaceftul coexistence 
was interpreted meaning that ‘collectivization has been 
attend meetings advisory capacity without being ob- 
say that had read this newspaper himself 
May 23.) the end July the regime’s leading agricul- 
tural expert, Lajos Feher, was able report that “approxi- Another article the same paper May stated that 


in the village of Eevek, where the 


mately thousand experienced and politically firm experts had signed 


have registered for permanent work the collectives. They 


. . them lat decided to withdraw: “The av that they only 
1 Sl ed al ) CCALUS an na ) that 
scale also said that almost Party organi- because, ind condition tha 
zations had been set up in the new collectives Ne f 1bada- —_ ers of the villa vould do th ' Phat « 
July course not the true reason. the new members 
ag, julv 20 
there are some who are fierce enemies our regime and, 
heretore, also of the collective larm movement 
The weekly farm ne wspaper Szabad Fold Budape t 
However. press reports in the months of June and July carned an article on June 21 stating that in the county « 
indicated that the new peasant recruits, with their “small- Szolnok there were few villages” where the peasants had 
holder mentality.” were likely to present the organizers done no more than to sign the necessary papers The 
with formidable problems. article the provincial pa- peasants not keep their word, thereby damaging their 


‘a 

many 


honor and rendering the start their collectives and the 


foundation large-scale farming more difficult. 
peasants have taken their wheat fields into the collectives 
but want harvest them individually. Peasants 
should not listen hostile news and prophesying, super- 
stitious old women.” 


Some 


Looking Ahead 


INDICATIONS are that the Hungarian Commu- 

nists intend press with their collectivization 
soon the fall harvest in. The campaign last winter 
did not prevent the peasants from going ahead with their 
customary activities the spring, and favorable weather 
has brought predictions bumper crop this year. The 
cautious tone the Central Committee’s resolution 
December has evidently given way urge build 
quickly the large gains already made, relying good 
harvest tide the country over until the new collectives 
have been made produce. Politburo member Lajos Feher, 
the chief spokesman agricultural problems, wrote 
Nepszabadsag July that “after the harvest should 
able take another step forward the numerical in- 
the same time 
reiterated that present policy requires “the simultaneous 
warned the Party activists that was essential set the 
collectives working order and see that the new farms be- 


crease the collective farms. 


inc rease 


gan function collective units soon possible. 


“Continued propaganda work the collectives 
necessary because the newly recruited small and middle 
peasants brought with them many things from their old 
smallholder way life which easily shaken 

“An important part the present work consolidating 
the cooperative villages complete the regrouping 
the land, the formation large-scale fields, readjustment 
property and the joint ploughing land immediately 
after the harvest 

beginning actual and normal collective work 
the collectives which were set the end last winter 
and are commence common work the autumn also 
essential part our present tasks. When first ploughing 
takes place after the harvest common work should 
started according the fields—i.e., the 
land should ploughed jointly, seed fund should 
established, and the erection of common stables should be 


system large 


begun continued 


‘| he ease 
opportunity was shown speech made Party Secre- 
tary Kadar June 


than economic considerations were paramount determin- 


with which predetermined policies give way 


emphasized that political 


ing the Party’s present agricultural policies—in contrast 
the Central Committee resolution December—and said 
flatly: “It was believed that first the economic conditions 
for collective farming must created and that only then 
should the collectives established. This sounds quite 
good but just not possible the collective farm move- 
ment and life. This the wrong way thinking.” 
(Nepszabadsag, June 21.) His statement was given pun- 
gency the fact that Warsaw, almost the same mo- 
ment, Gomulka was expounding the very sort policy that 
Kadar was criticizing. (See East Europe, August issue, 
pp. 37-39.) Both leaders have received ostentatious sup- 
port from Moscow recent weeks. 


Factional Differences 


Behind the facade the Hungarian Party there are 
conflicts opinion and tactical disagreements which are 
seldom reflected the official press. provincial news- 
paper, Bekes Nepujsag (Bekes County), gave 
intimation these its issues July and 14, which 
summarized article published Partelet, the internal 
monthly organ the Party. Some Party members, said, 
particularly intellectuals, felt that collectivization had been 
pushed too fast. “They regard this violation the 
Leninist principle gradualness. There 
heartedness toward the achievements already realized, and 
frequently ‘firm conviction’ the part many people, 
without having seen the facts, that development leaps 
certain counties could only have taken place the ex- 
pense seriously violating the voluntary 

There was dissension outside the Party ranks also, 
where “the rapid advance the Socialist transformation 
the village caused certain amount confusion among 
the allies the working class the peasants], and re- 
sulted the weakening the alliance certain places. 
certain doubt and alarm are also noticeable among the 
urban petty bourgeoisie and certain strata the intel- 

Under Khrushchev the Satellites are now permitted more 
variety and flexibility their agricultural policies than pre- 
viously. Collective farming still the touchstone ortho- 
doxy, but the regimes are allowed adjust their programs 
fit their economic and political possibilities. The Hun- 
garians, therefore, may take advantage circumstances 
and push with their collectivization the fall, hoping 
conquer enough the countryside give them effective 
political control. the other hand, obstacles appear— 
either economic political—they can expected call 

temporary halt, and even tactical retreat not 
the bounds possibility. 
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MOST RECENT Bulgarian subject attack for gross 

“Socialist realism” the playwright 
Orlin Vasilev. Printed below thunderous denunciation 
his latest play, Buried Sun,” the leading Party 
daily Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), July 1959. 

Orlin was born 1904. prewar member 
the Party, has been one the most prominent and pro- 
ductive Bulgarian Communist writers, turning out 
novels, plays, short stories and film scripts. 1957, 
was the victim curious and unfortunate “practical 
former castle Borovetz, when was announced 
them that the Communist regime had been overthrown. 
band burst in, demanding know which 
the writers were Party adherents; Vasilev was the first 
deny that was real Communist. When, April 1958, 
the Bulgarian Writers’ Union elected new executive 
board, was among the former members dropped. 


MONTH-LONG national survey Bulgarian drama 


Although 
full appraisal the theater’s achievement has not yet 


and theater has been concluded. 
been given, can say that was positive one. 

The plays and productions raised many fundamental 
questions about our drama and theatrical art and 
proved that serious step forward has been made at- 
tempting reproduce our present-day life the stage. 

Such plays have exceptional educational importance 
They are sharp and mighty instrument the struggle 
for the triumph Communism. The large number 
shown the drama survey is, itself, 
phenomenon. pity, however, that many these 
plays are still quite raw, not worked out. Some theaters 
have been eager incorporate Bulgarian plays their 
repertoires that they have paid attention their ideo- 
logical and artistic merits. 

Such uncritical acceptance, when the standard low, 
apt harm and retard the proper development our 
national drama This particularly true plays and 
productions which distort Socialist reality; which exchange 
the big life-truth and its heroes for the small truth, for 
inconsistent fictions further the author’s theses, often 
wrong because incomplete and incorrect knowledge 
life. Moreover, some these plays there spirit 
foreign our development: manifestations bourgeois 
ideology, somber hues and withered pathos foreign our 
life which seethes with unparalleled creative labor force 

good example such gross distortion our present- 
day reality the play “The Buried Sun” Orlin 
shown the Adriana Budevska Theater Burgas. 

this play the author tries point out how people 


high positions with rich and pure revolutionary past 


rh 


Orlin Vasilev 


Varodna Kultura (Sofia), May 23, 1959 


have become narrow-minded, with spiritually and morally 
impoverished souls. 

What has Orlin Vasilev really shown his play? 

The hero, Yanko Dobrinov, had been baker coal 
He had been an 


active Communist struggling against 


mine when was owned capitalist. 


Fascism and the bourgeoisie, and for this had been im- 
prisoned. Now the director this same mine, has 
become trapped the vices narrow-mindedness and 
personal comfort. Tired life, continually groans and 
complains. In order to obtain the Red Banner of the 
Council Ministers and the premiums connected with 


it, Dobrinov, with his once open and now hidden class 
enemy, Zamfirov, falsely states that his plans have been 

Dobrinov’s wife, Stela, Jewish nationality, had also 
been active Communist and escaped from Fascist con- 
centration camps. Now she 1s possessed by the desire to 
build house the seashore and buy china and other 
from the ruined bourgeoisie. Sunk deep the 
narrow-mindedness and comfort, she only in- 
terested finishing the house, decorating and setting 
easy chairs the terrace where she and Yanko Dobri- 
nov will relax and watch the sea. For all this correspond- 
ing philosophy found: “How long shall only 
Communism? time start giving flesh and blood 
such pleasant, cosy living 

son, Krasi, once nice youth who, with his mother. 
had experienced the horrors of a concentration camp and 
seen people burned alive like torches, now scamp, 
mother’s dilettante 


who drinks with foreign sailors 


o 
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and debases that holy and Socialist. His wife, Katya, 
nurse the mine, also used lively, nice girl. She 


has be come he Ipless, tired and despondent. 


“Our Present 


Paskal the Party Secretary and friend Dobri- 
nov, also active Communist and former political pris- 
oner, now chatterbox. runs around the stage with 
fishing rod making flowery speeches while thinking about 
fishing: declares: “If this were the Fascist era, would 
have gone strike.” What sort Party Secretary he, 
living only the past and neglecting the mine? This 
caricature which simultaneously provokes laughter and 
compassion, Ministry bureaucrat who roar: 
people who come see him: “Get out the room! Such 
and then throws them out. These are the 
Such our present reality. 

moral “The Buried Sun” that the generation 
which waged the bitter struggle against Fascism and capi- 
talism, which now stands the head the Party and 
provides its leaders, and which has achieved within fifteen 
such astounding results, generation degenerates, 
morally impoverished; its lofty Communist dreams and 
ideals have evaporated Those fighters who in the past 
possessed high moral and ethical qualities have 
narrow-nmnnded and egotistical. They are interested in one 
thing own well-being. 

According 
ideals 


us that once, 


live age without 
the mouths his heroes, the author tells 


when capitalists owned the mines, strikes were 


always being prepared. the play all the mine managers 


have ck yenecrat d l he high degree ol class and Communist 


consciousness the mine labor collective has disappeared 


possible that our day such rotten management can 


suffered for long? management responsible the 


workers themselves, the district Party 


ment which commits such scandals and betrays its ideals? 

the same time, Zamfirov, sworn enemy the people, 
stronger and has greater spiritual strength and firmness 
than the once-splendid Communists, the present managerial 
the mine. None the great changes and achieve- 


ments of the past fifteen vears has affected this representa- 
tive the past the slightest 
author portrays the labor collective schematically, 


without artistic motivation, picturesque ve rsatilitv or fresh- 


ness and savor of speech 


gives little credit, makes 


inactive and its representatives are crack-brained people 


who incline toward comfort 
Metodi, brought the strug- 


past, has become servant the Dobrinov family 


suffers for this but doesn’t attempt inform the Party, 


collective or anybody else he sees daily 


Moreover, at 


conclusion decides remain with 
until And then? Well, will see. 
might the mountains and look for work 

reality, what engineer Mladenov, the man who has 
risen from laborer engineer? Let 


here, too, there artistic motivation for 


dismiss 


merely scheme. Engineer Mladenov 
Dobrinov’s debtor. And complains thusly: 


director! This debt 


for educating him] has turned into 
strangles me! Six times have begged our 
comrade the engineer-in-chief look research. 

also asked the Party the same thing. 
Paskal, like 
answer is: 


mittee? 


millstone. 


And Comrade 
“Why did you not write the Central Com- 
Write: “The innovators are strangling 
only the last act when exposed 
death the mine that speaks the the 
and starts threatening. But when comes out 
again does nothing, remains quiet and obeys Dobrinov. 
whole pit scene with the dialogue between Mlade- 
nov and Katya isolated episode 


quite apart from 
the plot the play 


with separate aim. But the author 
needs this scene hide two his heroes 
that they peril death 


confess the things 
that bother them. 


“Poisonous 


Because his preconceptions, the author “The 


Buried Sun” not position find anything healthy 
the higher levels. The ministry torn away from life 


mine and pictured submerged bureaucracy. The 


Party Central Committee pictured something outside 


our reality. And thus, under these circumstances, there 
way out. this deep mire and poisonous atmosphere 
everybody must suffocate and degenerate. The only one 
himself the engineer with the roses. sor- 
row over his wife’s death, the evangelic truth “that 
clay and will return clay” pierces through. 

But the enemy, Zamfirov, neither degenerates 
generates. The author gives him platform which 
develop his hypocritical philosophy the “eternal servant,” 
which also means the Socialism. the past, 
capitalists had made him accounting machine the 
factory, committing forgeries permit them escape 
taxes. Today the Communists also turn him into ma- 
chine for forging production percentages aimed winning 
the Red Banner the Council Ministers. 

Orlin arrives paradoxical situation which 
the judge his play neither society nor the people nor 
the Party, but the enemy the conclu- 
sion, Zamfirov, making his final speech, gives the au- 
moral: 


me to pieces! You are mighty and can do it 
you? 


Kill me! Destroy me! Tear 
What 
vermin! it! 
only naked life you have left that fron 
All them are his friends. dust will fall him! 
two were and the handwriting 

may 


Dismiss me! 


servant, slave 


experts. Who will prove 
proven? 

here this place! 
militia! Send me 
prosecutor! who forged the statements, 
ium! 


might get the ceived him. thus that 


the 


wy 


Title: “After the Play” 


This cartoon appeared shortly after the Bulgarian Communist Party 


announced new policy favoring themes 


theater. Miss “Contemporary stands among the bouquets 
sent her theatrical big-wigs and sighs: never expected 
many admirers.” 


Sturshel (Sofia), July 18, 1958 


repaid him for his pity giving piece bread. 
Horrid! soil the banner under which has fought, 
under which has shed Take it, Yani. Bring 
office. May remind vou the time you 
kneaded bread with your feet for those sentenced work! 
Don’t afraid, Yani. shall suffer all for you. All! 
too have certain feeling honor and 
human dignity! 


Orlin Vasilev discloses the tragedy Zamfirov. 
According the logic the artistic presentation the 


thought, evident that Zamfirov victim and 
not the enemy. 


victim that accuses, judges 
and condemns. victim with tears his eves that 
provokes the admiration the Ministry’s representative 
Antonov: “See. What strength! Why can’t also hate 


bitterly 


his helplessness, Dobrinov becomes hysterical. 
you see people running who have had oil poured 
them and set aflame? Women, children! Living torches! 
you hear the camp guards?” And guessing 
thoughts, cries louder: Ha! Ha! 
courage, Communist dogs. 


Show 


Here you have your e@asy 
chair amid roses the 


the whole play well its conclusion, 
the logic the drama shows the Communists good-for- 
nothings. The Party, the working class 
are presented as fictions. 


and the collective 
only one who remains strong, 
capable, with the right accuse and judge, the enemy 
The Communists are a kind of rabble, but the enemy, 
imposing and strong figure 


Orlin Vasilev’s play gives contrived, manufactured 
picture complete social helplessness, 
bureaucrats, job-hunters, venal people and good-for-nothing 
creatures. The honest people the play are weak and 
without will, lunatics and somnambulists. Orlin 
play presents picture which defames our present-day 
reality. That why this play has absolutely artistic 


merit. sucked out his fingers and contradiction 


with living reality. The conscience of a writer is something 
sacred. should not allow him look life’s rubbish 

“The Buried Orlin Vasilev reaches 
crooked paths. He looks for the backyards about which 
Khrushchev spoke the 


I Third Congress of the 
And, having reached the back- 
vards, Orlin Vasilev weaves from the negative and false 


Union Soviet Writers. 


ball thread which transforms into his point view 


Criticism one the great possibilities and forces 
Communist culture and art 


But criticism cannot torn 
must made the name life’s 
Maxim Gorky wrote Afinogenov, the occasion 
his play Family” 


vourself, Afinogenov, ‘are 


away from life. 
truth. 


“So, happened, you 
touched by your own righteous- 


‘putting finger the wound’ 
the Party. 


You realize that Party the 
mestic life the Party hardly known me. But 
known the Bolshevist as a type for over thirty vears Per- 
haps myself shall never position delineate the 


Bolshevist merits delineation. But have reason 


say that you this type man not clear. find 


and the little you know 


difficult say why 
Bolshevist biography. im- 
portant, interesting, not because of Bolshevist shortcomin 


but because The sho 
comings have their roots the past whi 


Bolshevist merits 


I 
lich inevitably de- 
stroys the merits of the present, of the work of building 


the future.” 


his new play the writer Orlin has distorted 
the picture the Bulgarian Bolshevist, has nted 
Socialist reality foggy, lacking faith, with escape from 


helpless situations. This result his own weak posi- 


April 
see that he has 


showed clearly at the time of the 
plenum the 


tion whi h he 


and from his play 
i 


not changed his stand 


From positions like these one can 


neve! truly and artistically re produce the great truth about 


the new life Bulgaria. 


Demonstrating its love and Bulgarian 


drama, the Burgas Theater perseveringly collaborates 


concern 


writers and playwrights and strives toward the new. Thi 
good and praiseworthy. What wrong that did not 


“The Buried neces- 


Theater more cautious about 


detect the shortcomings 
sarv ask the Burgas 


the ideology of the plays it presents on its stage 


The Death 


lwo Voices 


j 
n? yunced the ciosin 


June ( echnosi recime a 

a on o the two leadu iwerar 


Novy Zivot and Kveten 


these tu 


nid vitural ronthis 
y and cuilurai montiiite 


traces the 
; 
demise in the 


O magazines and piace 


LITERARY THAW although 


reaching the Polish pre-Revolt Hungarian heights, 
has had several notable monuments. Among these were 
Cowards,” the young writer Josef Skvorecky 

e | t kur f April 1959 the so-called “everyday 
poetry, attemptiu to deal with the harsh realities of daily 
xistence (see East Europe, December 1958 and the two 
literary monthlies New Life) and 


May). These, both published the Czechoslovak Writers’ 


Union, were major outlets for those writers, poets and 
critics striving to free Czechoslovak literature from the 
most ideological and literary prescriptions 


Socialist 


and Many these 


writers were and constituted not school 
east broad chorus striving find alternative the 
flatulent mediocrity desired the regime. June, 


was announced that both these 
inated 
Kveten 


magazines had been elim- 


had been the chief spokesman for the 


had reputation for for being 


slightly more experimental than dogma would have liked 
zed. But Novy Zivot, which 
come out regularly since 1949, was the official mouth- 


the Writers’ its discontinuation must 
have been prompted 


“wildness” 


and had been frequently critici 
had 


piece and 


such profound penetration 
dissident writers and lite 


rary critics into its editorial polic ies 
that the 


regime thought corrective steps within the maga- 


zine would not suffice 


Novy Zivot 


BURST idealistic enthusiasm with which some 


Communist writers greeted the 


1948 coup, and which 
marked the beginning Novy 


soon died. The maga- 


histor) of 


Jiri Bradac ek, a ' ounded Bird.” Kveten, No. 2. 1959 


became dull and lifeless thing, docilely serving 


which answered any deviation with prison cells 


more subtle forms 


pressure, 
Stalin’s death 1953 brought the first relaxation tight 
regime policies, and the subsequent ideological chaos 


caused 1956 offered the first oppor- 
tunity change Novy Zivot from propaganda instrument 
into literary magazine. This opportunity was exploited 
primarily young poets and critics. 

1956, far-reaching programmatic demands were for- 
Novy 


was the demand for 


editorial articles, and the first one 


problem the freedom creation,” said the April 


mulated 


freedom literature and art. 


1956 ‘issue, “meaning his independent and 
tistic search and cognition, remains the most important 
condition for developing the artist’s talent, for making 
While recent article emphasized 
that the ‘freedom literature lies its truthfulness,’ 
would speaking only partial truth did not add 
that ‘the truthfulness of literature lies in its freedom,’ be- 
cause the two are inseparable parts one single whole. 
truthfulness demand can reached artist 
only bears the fullest personal responsibility for what 
creating, and the feeling fullest responsibility grows 
satisfactorily only hand hand with his feeling fullest 
freedom.” 


magazine turned its attention the problem 


‘ 
3 
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“Socialist realism.” Tired the official 
scriptions for the novel and its character schemes, the 
editorial board disclosed the same issue Novy Zivot 
what kind literature they had really been longing for: 

wanted literature which would not require man 
subject ideological drill, man reduced simply 
class-type and class-relations, literature which would 
talk the human soul all its wonderful complexity, 
its full rational, emotional and sensuous scope, litera- 
ture that does not stuff the immense richness life into ab- 
stract theses, illustrating them with greater lesser success, 
but one that multiplies and elevates life, literature that 
function life and not its conceited instructor.” 

Almost overnight the pages the magazine were open 
new literary forms, particularly poetry. The love 
poetry Milan Kundera, the “transparent 
Eduard Petiska and the “everyday poetry” whole group 
authors marked new era editorial policy. The July 
1956 issue Novy Zivot encouraged this: “Our writers 
have too often tried comply with the rules—but 
proper say that this not the best way. Great artists, 
particularly the greatest ones, were primarily those who 
broke the rules—from all points view.” 

The summer 1956 represents about the peak the 
shortlived Czechoslovak “thaw.” What 
struggle for preservation the relatively small freedoms 
attained the echo the Twentieth Soviet Party Con- 


followed was 


gress. The proclamation demands for freedom and 
intellectual decency gave way more cautious formula- 
tions and hints that art had fought for. Talking 
the crisis Czech literature, the December 1956 issue 
Novy Zivot said: “No gentleman from the Administration 
can possibly solve for us, magician will mix wondrous 
elixir for nor will cast spell. the same with 
the ‘tenth commandment’ written some time ago Jin 
Mahen: ‘Freedom wonderful, brother, you win 
Otherwise 

year 1957 was marked renewed regime attacks. 
Regime spokesmen twice demanded from the Writers’ 
Union official stand the Hungarian Revolt. The 
writers gave evasive answer stating that was not 
their business. Relations grew bitter. the pages 
Novy Zivot there were outcries which reflected the writers’ 
anxietv 1956. “Art must serve, but must not sub- 
said the March 1957 issue. work art must 
embody the truth life! 
but what 


vinced of!” 


writer cannot write anything 
himself feels and what himself con- 


pathetic defense clearly implied that the regime 
pressures were growing more intense. The September 1957 
Novy Zivot presented cautiously-worded statement 
editorial policy which indicated that the editorial board 
had already given some points but was desperately 
trying save what could saved: 

“We have been striving for and will continue strive 
toward freedom for fully blossoming creativity, within 
the framework the people and people’s democracy. 

the spirit this principle Novy Zivot frequently de- 
fended the right exist even trends and literary works 


with which could not identify itself fully. This was and 
attitude that can expressed Voltaire’s statement: 
disapprove what you say, but will defend the 
death your right say it. Maybe someone will object that 
this liberalism. not. Freedom creation here 
limited the framework people’s democracy. How- 
ever, the emphasis this sentence lies both the predicate 
and its subject.” 

1958, Novy Zivot mirrored the 
developments Czechoslovakia. With the exception 
few fairly stirring literary presentations—like Pavel Nau- 
man’s short story “Roads Freedom,” published Sep- 
tember 1958—the magazine moved back toward the dull- 
ness the Stalinist era. Soporific essays and 
contributions became again the rule 
Novy Zivot did not publish anything 
previous demands. 


June 1958, 


article written Soviet critic, 


However, 


that contradicted its 


Reznik, youthful 
Czech poetry, particularly “everyday prais- 
ing the talents the young authors, the Soviet critic con- 
cluded that thei onentation was not to the liking of the 
high priests Socialist realism: verses the young 
Czech poets themselves testify most eloquently the 
fact that some critics sometimes unnecessarily support and 
praise secondary trends youthful writers, 
toward onesided and shallow picture life, instead 


helping them see and develop the strong points their 
talents and turning their passionate hearts the realistic 
fullness life the this study 
Zivot critics who had offered 
their full assistance poets favorable 
of thei nt that Novy 
ignored this Soviet voice, publishin 

Indeed, throughout 1958, refrained 


the Soviet article 


socialist society. 


indirectly attacked Novy 


reviews 


works, significa simply 


no subsequent comment 
on it. apart trom 


from the chorus attack upon the 


Czech poets which echoed from much of the press 
article the March issue had defended the Kveten 


A 


young 


Kveten was hospitable the work young, unorthodox artists. 
Above, “Dawn” Preclik, from No. 1959. 
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group, saying: which wants see everything, 
which there are forbidden areas, which does not keep 
silent when disturbed about things—such poetry not 


crisis, beyond any doubt, are our critics.” 


those who are 


Kveten 


MONTHLY, born result the 1956 “thaw, 


capitalized upon the new “liberal” attitude the Writ- 
Novy Zivot. The 


Kveten and all other publications was that its editors and 


main difference between 


contributors had the courage say things that made the 
most lively and unorthodox Czech periodical. It seems that 
the regime originally had somewhat paternal attitude 
toward this monthly. was the “serious” literary 
magazines give Kveten scolding whenever its experi- 
mentation went too far even for the taste the initially 
liberal “thaw” atmosphere. But under this not unfriendly 
criticism the group young writers, poets and critics con- 
solidated their ranks started lively crusade 


very 


avainst the stuffiness Communist culture. 
seventh issue Sotola, its editor-in-chief, said: 


statements may illustrate 
“In the beginning, our orientation meant primarily 
etlort to te Czech 


familiarities, celebrations and parades, decorations, stream- 


ar literature away from the curse of 


ers, phrases uttered conference tables, from the curse 
clichés estranged from life itself; was effort force 


the snout of our noble literature down into reality so that 
our literature would see, hear and feel and get concrete 
topics to think about.” 


“We Milan 


Rufus, while opening exhibition youthful artists 


are new said young writer 
connected with the Kveten group. “We come before the 
to be the 


not because lack vitality: 


public with considerably less pomp 


habit some time ago 
realize have missed much and that still have much 


to learn But just this desire to seek the truth in life and 
art, and our disgust with lying ourselves and others, 
has changed 


That is where our strength lies. Its fruits will vet come.” 
fruits 


and its protector, 


that arrived led directly the ban Aveten 
Zivot. 
course, attributable the general changes 
1958, the Czechoslovak 


nounced extensive program “completing the building 


Much what happened is, 


regime an- 


which included thorough regimentation 
culture along lines. about the 
same time, the second campaign was moving 
into high gear, and the witch-hunt for possible “revisionist 
and “bourgeois deviations” Czechoslovakia 


began. 


Aveten literary group was the only one have its 


linked 
younger painters and sculptors, and its influence reached 


bevond the 


Own program, it Was, however, with groups ol 


itorial board the magazine. the begin- 


ning, the common platform for the young intellectuals was 


the “everyday poetry,” concern with the realities common 


men and ordinary days. The young writers picked themes 
showing the “underdog” the Socialist society. Sotola 
had stated they intended force the mighty ones rub 
their noses the reality life that they would see what 
was like. actually doing they became public pros- 
ecutors the regime behalf the “common man.” 


This prompted the Party daily, Rude Pravo, unleash 
the first major attack against September 21, 
1958. 
‘common’ man enters into social outcast, 
individual forgotten society, burdened with his pri- 
vate grief and worries, full feelings and worries, full 
feelings injustice and humiliation.” The paper said 
such concept the individual “Socialist society” 
stems from the philosophy “cosmopolitan humanism,” 
which the young writers have common with “con- 
siderable segment the intelligentsia the bourgeois 
world.” This attitude, went on, leads the denial 
class struggle, disengagement from objectives Com- 
munism and “above the Party” standpoint. These 
formulations indicated that the group would 
linked with the Yugoslav 


Criticizing and its everyday poetry, said: 


Under pressure, the group tried reshape its 
program. the January 1959 issue brought editorial 
statement introduced the following: 


humble and 
partly spontaneous effort depict certain needs and ten- 
dencies young art some two years ago 


clearly belongs 
more and more the past; now has clearly become 
insufficient. are richer, however, many 
experience the past few lively years and many lessons 
our own errors. front us, have quite number 
ot valuable new works of art, novels and books of poems, 
paintings and sculpture, films, compositions 
performances, together with certain number valuable 
theoretical and critical essays. And our art, quite few 
new young authors have appeared with their suggestions, 


For this reason 


experiments, iscoveries and failures. 
have met together several times and attempted sum 
and clarify some good and bad results the work artists 
the then 


formulate some essential notes points which our opin- 


ion could and should develop the course time and 
help co-create broader program for the young Czech art 
the period completing the cultural revolution. 
few the not 


take them for the last word. During this year want 


theses are 


come back to these points ; to develop, to project into con- 
clusions and document with concrete examples what 
have formulated suggested here just brief and gen- 
would glad our attempt provoked dis- 
ission 


Some examples the revised Aveten program: 


“Our political orientation given the fact that 
most have taken part the Socialist changes so- 
ciety. 
ot 


pression ot what we have learned in the decisive vears of 


one 


ideology, but ideological and philosophical ex- 


our lives 


Viadimir “Drinking Coffee.” 


Aveten, No. 


1959 


“One the basic features the spiritual 
these years the lively awareness that present reality con- 
tains great possibilities development. the imagina- 
tion people there practically difference any more 
between the plurality potential possibilities (just pos- 
sibilities) and their future real materialization the system 
life values. And the disappointments which come when- 
ever this difference pointed to, are the components 
initiative for development. 

“The basic task which one has reminded 
from time time passionate shock (whenever seemingly 
more pressing, useful, limited tasks prevail renew 
society the awareness the ideal, the sense its 
existence, the goal.” 

regime was unsatisfied these statements 

‘In such wrote the Party paper 
Pravo February 28, “survives the harmful, essentially 
revisionist concept the inertia Socialist society and 
the apostolic mission who are supposed reform 
it, to ‘renew the awareness of the ideal.” Thus the basi 
source this ideal—the revolutionary activities the 
Communist totally ignored.” 

Kveten’s program went formulate 
which were less objectionable the regime than the 
first statement claiming supra-Party position for the artist 
said: 

“The ethos this art the fact that man ‘accepts 
rules the game, that is: does not accept the present sit- 
uation the ultimate position, but accepts starting 

“Half a century after society realized the two faces of the 
development civilization which may equally well lead 
prosperity destruction, nonsensical explosions 
and radioactive elements penetrate the bones children 
very future made problematic and life again 
full irritating questions.” 

Literarnt Noviny (Prague), February 28, answered: 
you seriously think that this view 
and Communist artists today’s world? This, 
be sure, is a meaningless flood of generalizations that does 
not express any relationship, any concept ol what caused 
this state of aflairs and how it could be solved It iS, Par- 
don babble that may endorsed anvone, even 
men from the other side the barricade. ends 


vour search for ‘pure’ Marxism!” 


Literarnt Noviny also voiced threat indicating that the 
persistence the group would have unpleasant 
consequences: “They feel injustice being done them 


1 } 


and certainly are ready suffer for their convictions 
But this will not any good them, nor Marxism 
nor literature, nor their magazine which now 
has to search very actively for wavs to work better 


The weight of this threat was in the detailed charges 


which Literarni No iny made against the Aveten gr ip 
the grounds The paper stated that 
two main literary critics and theoreticians, Cer- 


venka and were influenced and echoed the 
views Yugoslav and Hungarian Janko Kos 


and Lukacs. and added: 


— 
—_— 
¥. 
: 
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Until June 


Joseph Brukner 


poem appeared the June 1959 issue Kveten, 
Its subject is, quite apparently, the banning 
Green garden, 
fenced across walls seven times, 
the first tender grass yours 
is now behind us 
And what before us? 
June before us: 
forever shall we be disowned 
the crushed down green 


by the little we « njove d 


We will corrode in rust, 
oul bones will burn 
ind jornts crac k at the stake 
Into open throats 
the dawn will come pout 
rulp 
* morning stat 


thnorou 


to sprout 
tomorrow 


today 


editors are criticized for their 
disloyalty to Marxist aesthetics, for ce Sserting it on the 
most crucial points. However, they have not accepted any 
criticism they have been « X Pose d to lately, they do not even 
consideration, are above was also charged 
that Aveten writers “all the literature since 1948 
looks like one bi desert” and that they “stubbornly hold 
their views although they have been told 
many times and from many sides.” 

“stubborn” editorial policy succeeded attracting 
the most gifted and most popular young writers—many 
those who had made their debuts in the past few vears 
whose work was at a level far above the average “Socialist 


the January 1959 issue Aveten there 


were, among others, the following Arnost Lustig 
and Karel voung novelists: 
representatives the school “evervday 
satirist; Jan painter The 


namecs: 


impact editorial policy was thus multiplied 
the individual contributors, most whom were recognized 
authors works much talked about. 

was undoubtedly for this reason that Rude Pravo 
February 28, 1959, attacked both Kveten and some writers 

truthfulness art has recently become burning 
wrote the paper. “In the Soviet Union dis- 
cussions novels Dudintsev (“Not Bread 
and Pasternak our Skvorecky (“The 
and Ptacnik (“The Border despite all 
the differences, one common basic issue was involved, namely, 
the truthful and truly partisan picture The Party or- 
gan then offered its definition truth: see reality truth- 


1 


fully, to see the ‘struggle of two truths,’ today means to take a 
stand the side that truth which was born order 
bring about the death everything hideous and painful. ‘So 
again you want fabricate stockpile “positive heroes” 
and pat h up cheap Socialist happy-endings with their aid?’ 
our enemies will ask. No. want nothing more and 


+} 


nothing less than Communist partisanship.” 

This is the basis of the ideological conflict between the 
men and the regime. The young writers, quoted 
above, protessed that “the truthfulness of literature is in 
its the Party asserted lies 


the light this very simple and basic 


difference that the official announcement the deaths 


Novy Zwot and Kveten should read. 

“Literary periodicals are born certain objective needs 
literature and said slip paper attached 
the sixth and last 1959 issue Novy 


vot. exist 
long they are able serve these needs and are re- 
placed others the moment they lag behind the progress 
literature. The national conference the Czechoslovak 
Writers’ Union last March underlined the errors and 
confusion connected with the period that 
Second Congress Czechoslovak writers. also created 
conditions for aggressive development Czech and 
Slovak literature and offered criticism toward the accom- 
plishment the Socialist cultural revolution our coun- 
try. analysis magazines published the 


Union made its Central Committee recognize that the new 


tasks ahead call for periodicals which would help 
tain this goal. 


“Novy Zivot and appear for the last time 


result of a d 


ecision taken the Central Committee 
the Cvechoslovak Writers’ Union 
ers ol No Zi 


magazine Plamen which replace the two periodicals.” 


trust the read- 


will welcome the new literary 


remains, then, seen whether the abolition the 
two major outlets for Czechoslovak literarv will 
succeed stilling the voices raised the past few vears. 
does, Novy Zivot and Kveten will have been monu- 


ments brief thaw between two winters. 


Thi 
file 
together with what now dies and withers 
together with what ts vet i a 
ie Debit s with the debts o ad fe 
But want start drinking 
neither for nothing 
nor 
| 
if 


Advertising the Communist Press 


their frequent sneers advertising extravagance capitalism, the Commu- 
nists make use themselves. This article discusses display advertising (and what reveal 
about living conditions) the East European press; classified ads and foreign trade pub- 
lications—a very different sphere—will covered the second installment 

COMMUNIST COUNTRY like enormous company letter complaint some government office. The supply 
town which all the organs publicity are most consumer goods rather rigidly determined the 
and operated single management. There private national economic plan, which sets targets for each industry 
enterprise competing for the public mind; only the State and major product for period five seven years 
with its gray paternalism and the Party with its hard pur- ning. The task merchandising this output involves little 
pose. Theoretically there should need for advertising more than prices level that will clear the market 
all except the form occasional bulletins inform and reduce the eternal queues minimum 
the public that beans baby shoes are sale the com- and distributing the State’s wares equitably between 
missary. The techniques merchandising known the ferent localities 
West are simply not applicable State monopoly the Communists advertise? While the East 
which the employee is chi fly conce rned with obeving the European press obvio isly does not count advertising reve- 
command central office rather than with pleasing the nue major source income, reader will notice ads 
people who come in. The selection, display and pricing comparable technique and style with the commercial 
coods are all centrally determined, and if the customer propaganda 0 th West In ¢ choslovakia, where the 
dislikes the St rvice he gets his only recourse 1S to write a n standard is the } hes in the Sovie I ( ) H 1 


The Polish press’ display advertising, although, course, having nothing like the scope frequency its Western counterpart, never- 
theless the most similar feel layout and illustration. The design the above, for example, could pass any West Euro- 
pean newspaper; this strikingly not true almost all the display advertising the rest the area, other illustrations this 
article show. This for the Polish State lottery; appeared Dziennik Ludowy (Warsaw), April 30, 1959; was also the 
front page Polski (Warsaw), April 29, 1959. 


: 
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vary where Kadar has tried distract the population trom 
memories the 1956 Revolt, and Poland where Go- 
mulka’s rule still the freest its kind, advertising re- 
ceives more press space than other countries the area, 
and more than did former years. Some it, 
the illustration the previous page, publicity for special 
projects the State. larger part seems designed 
move surplus stocks items that are not everywhere obtain- 
able, such tennis racquets and laundry wringers. For the 
most part, however, the ads seem cater the wants 
that economic elite which exists even the poorest 
countries and which forms the mainstay society the 
Democracies.” Advertisements for automobiles, 
jewelry and expensive furniture have about much rele- 
vance for the average man and woman Eastern Eu- 


rope aS do snowshoes tor the people of Borneo * 


Pro and Con 


Recent remarks advertising the Communist press 
reflect the ambiguous position the practice now holds 
East European One comment, taken from Ro- 
Bucharest), March 19, 


1959, expresses the view that predominated throughout the 


mania’s Informatia 


Stalinist era and that can summed follows: adver- 


tising one the ills capitalist society, outgrowth 


the deceitful claims and decadent morals connected with 
The implication that the 
chiet effect advertising the further demoralization 
the Western world. 


competition, 


Informatia Bucurestilor declared: 


“As known, advertising part daily life the 


West 


the West not waste time because sometimes 


Reading ads that fill newspapers and magazines 


can draw valuable conclusions. Here are 


some 


examples 


“In American popular science magazine for young 
sters, the following appeared: “The only course the 


world that teaches 


does not require class attendance. Learn mail the art 


you tap telephone conversations and 


of intercepting long-distance conversations.’ 


“In the Swiss magazine Schweizerische 

you can read the following: ‘Energetic businessman 
partner for marriage. Modesty 
honor, rel private matter, money the important 


thing all else s secondary.’ 
funeral hom 
way ‘With the 


vour leave 


for 


New York recruits the following 
help our orchestra every death 
you and your with 


rettable 


“In televised show, Mrs. Roosevelt said: you 


are sitting table you think peopl 


from would like share with them 
abundance healthy foods, such Luck’ mar- 
There were years when did not believe 


‘Good Luck 


“We not have the opportunity qualities 
* Almost all advertising is limited to State enterprises and 
establishments. Occasionally, indications the existence private 
industry appear in the classified sect , which will be described 


forthcoming articl 


Luck’ margarine, but can consider the mean- 
ing for the education youth, the basis family feeling, 
and the misuse names eminent personalities. The 
above-mentioned ads are effective publicity for the Ameri- 


can way life, much imitated the West.” 


Since certain aspects advertising are grist for 
tia Bucurestilor’s anti-American propaganda mill, the paper 
naturally fails mention that advertisements have become 
common the press much Eastern Europe. How- 
ever, contrast this article, significant that the 
Polish press—by far the freest the departed 
from the usual Communist cliches the subject and has 
tried approach the whole problem more 
June 1958, Prasa Polska, the organ the Journalists’ 
Union, discussed the importance press advertising, and 
took pains emphasize that was commercial craft 
requiring trained personnel. Objecting “Stalinist” on- 
slaughts against good sense, Prasa Polska declared: 


“Following the downfall false timidity concerning 
advertising the years ‘petrified arguments 
favor healthy good sense are once again being heard, 
and the newspaper regaining its citizenship rights. 
One may defend the opinion that good advertisement 
has much the propaganda element 
natural enough part journalists’ professional activi- 


Czechoslovakia, fairly uncommon full-page the back 
page the Slovak magazine Slovenka Jan- 
uary 19, 1959. The product cologne called Chat Noir: the copy 


reads, “Daily habit the well-groomed woman. fragrance that 
will characterize you. Freshness, charm, confidence.” 


Tenisz felszerelést 


SPORTBOLTOKBOL! 


Two the four ads (an average number) that appeared the 
May 1959 issue the Hungarian illustrated weekly Orszag 
which usually runs pages. These are for jewelry 
and sports equipment. The other two ads, slightly smaller, pub- 
licized pottery and thermoplastic 


Advertising aids the selection merchandise, 
improves its quality, foils the machinations swindlers and 
instrumental assuring proper distribution goods 
throughout the 


“Particularly our type planned economy, which 
eliminates the numerous indirect contacts 
sumer well between the retail and 
wholesale industries, the advertisement does away with the 
role being plaved bv the host of greedy agents and second- 
hand dealers. Their fees have now ceased burden the 


price advertised merchandise.” 


Another interesting comment appeared the Polish 
Party paper Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), April 21, 1959, 
which complained that commercial advertising was highly 
inadequate and that there was too little being said about 
the quality and price products, well lack 
regarding what was being advertised and who was adve T- 
tising: 


ads 


proval: others are still shocked: and others wonder how 


much it all costs 


Some people nod their heads ap- 


but evervone reads the ads verv care- 


fully, because when vou come right down evervone 


likes see bit confusion and fuss being made over his 


own person, his interests and his likes and dislikes 


nd vet 


seems that both the 


and trade—are looking expectantly the direction 


ol 


pockets for the money pay for the pleasure 
informing more people their existence, the quality 
their work, 


“Thus, effect, and despite the undoubted progress 

the field advertising, people 
unaware many things and are forced turn for 
nformation second-hand market vendors 
imaginative press reporting that such and 
such industry makes such and such products this 
that quantity during this that time. 

“Neon lights, special events, contests and other such 
activities are very necessary trade. But equally 
necessary that daily information supplied the con- 
sumer various means. And the means that are 
highly inadequate Industry should be allowed to ‘speak’ 
the people last. Addressing the consumer should not 
be the exclusive province of trade. Also, we should not be 
satisfied that the products given factory are 
demand present and that whatever the market will 


soon sold. That the case today, but tomorrow 


may different, Someone else may start producing the 


same thing such time under-the-counter informa- 


lk 


tion definitely will not suffice place commercial 
porting. Much more money will then have spent 
get touch with the consumer. 


Trends Commercial Advertising 


EXTENT commercial advertising the press varies 
the different East European countries. Poland, 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia, there has been noticeable 
increase the past few years, whereas Bulgaria and 
Romania the Stalinist outlook still prevails, and advertising 
remains scarce and graphically primitive. lesser 
degree the attitude that advertising “undignified” 
continues to survive throughout the area, aS 18 evide nce d in 
part the fact that Party papers are not considered 
vehicles for such purpose 
Bulgaria, for example, the Communist paper 
chesko Delo carnes almost advertising, and the only 
Sofia dailv (out seven 


Vecherni N 


that does so on a regular basis 1s 


which devotes to it about two-fifths of its 


third page it is a four-page pape1 In Czechoslovakia, 

the same principle holds true; the task advertising 

assigned papers with so-called bourgeois past which 


course, Communist-controlled but not official Party 


organs. Thus, Prague Rude Pravo carries minimum 
rhe é vO, Lid 


Demokracie and the Bratislava paper 


advertising comparison with 


Advertising 
these papers appears the back pages—as does through- 


and occupies about one-fourth of the tota 


il 


out the orbit 


space Even in Poland, where the 


Party has openly a 


knowledged the need for advertising, the distinction be- 


tween Party and non-Party dailies 


exists. Trybuna Ludu, 


the Party carries fewer ads (never more than one 


pag popular Warsaw non-Party dailies 
Warszawy, Polski and Express rny. The 


policy limited advertisements applies not only 


organs themselves but also 


+ 


Party-run organizations; for this reason, the Polish youth 
daily Sztandar Mlodych and the Polish trade union paper 
Glos Pracy also tend print fewer advertisements than un- 
publications 


Clothing 


the whole, the weeklies and monthlies tend pub- 
lish scant number advertisements and, with the ex- 
ception foreign trade publications (which require sepa- 
rate discussion), illustrated ads and advanced art work are 
rare. the dailies themselves only lately has there been 
tendency some parts the area show more concern 
for graphic design, and most often advertisements are 
lumped together one section series printed notices 
with eye-catching appeal. Nevertheless, the advertise- 
ments contain much interest the Western observer. 
survey Bulgarian advertisements, for example, lays bare 
almost total neglect consumer comforts and the amenities 
life. Even soap, shampoo and cosmetic ads are hardly 
ever seen, and promotion modern household appliances 
unusual sight. The regime evidently little con- 
cerned with catering the public, fact apparent not only 
from the dearth advertising but from the products and 
services occasionally launched. For instance, one that ap- 
peared Vecherni February 1959, publicized 
new chewing gum produced the Sofia industrial com- 
bine Iskar. Both the size the and the fact that was 
illustrated suggested that this was unusual concession 
Bulgarian “morale.” 

Many the advertisements which appear the 
press are inserted so-called tailors’ coopera- 
tives. Vechernt Novint, January 26, 1959, carried an- 
nouncement that the Dimitar cooperative Sofia 
was accepting orders for men’s and women’s sports suits 
and coats. Similarly, Vecherni Novini, February an- 
nounced that the Sofia industrial combine Modno Obleklo 
was opening “fashion house for fine clothes, the only one 
its kind our country, which even the most capri- 
cious tastes for fashionable clothes will And 
February the same paper carried the Sofia 
cooperative Rodina, which declared that, ac- 
commodate the working people, the cooperative “has 
organized specialists who, the request customers, will 
work in their homes 3 

Clothing advertisements throughout the area differ sharply 
from those the US, where people have long been ac- 
customed to a wide variety of ready-to-wear garments 
From the advertisements the Communist press, 
obvious that the people still rely mostly “custom tailor- 
and that the stores have only small choice styles. 
Almost nowhere the East European press are there at- 
tractive sketches and photographs of new models available 


customers; illustrated ads appear infrequently, and when 


they they are usually extremely primitive. They are 
eve-catching only because they are rare Most of the time, 
the advertisers are content list the general 
merchandise gloves, shoes, occasionally 


sizes are given and sometimes they inform their readers 


prices special sales 


Cosmetics and Appliances 


Advertisements for cosmetics and perfumes also appear 
occasionally and are sometimes illustrated, although, like 
the clothing advertisements, most them are merely 
printed announcements where buy beauty products. 
The magazine Femeia (Bucharest), October 1958, car- 
ried stating that “useful and enjoyable gifts can 
found the Cosmetic Store. rich supply perfumes and 
Sometimes face cream advertised, and 
Femeia, September 1958, carried three ads for such prepara- 
tions the same page: “Use cream for freckles, 
spots; makes your skin “Use Lanolin cream with 
“Use Floare Munte [Mountain Flower] face 
cream; superior quality.” the whole, however, the cos- 
metic industry plays very minor role East European 
life, and would appear that the best products are imports. 
The Hungarian Party paper Nepszabadsag (Budapest), 
December 1958, printed advertisement for perfumes 
and foreign cosmetics, and the same paper February 26, 
1959, carried advertisement for Revlon. 

Needless say, the Communist press contains minimal 
number advertisements displaying time-saving gadgets, 
modern household appliances and furniture. Romania 
and Bulgaria, such advertisements are almost non-existent: 
the other orbit countries, more effort made cater 
consumers, but hardly large scale. 

Typical ads that have appeared the Polish press in- 
clude the following: 

“Do you want see the Peace race its en- 
tirety—Berlin-Prague-Warsaw? Buy Belweder set. 
manufactured the Warsaw Television Plant.” (Trybuna 
Ludu (Warsaw), April 24, 1959.) 

“Use the services Arged. Choice household appli- 
ances, such washing machines, refrigerators, vacuum 
cleaners, ovens, etc. Speedy and good repairs household 
appliances, well regular care and maintenance 
provided for regular monthly fees.” (Kurier Polski 
March 19, 1959.) 

Houses and the Provincial Furniture Trade 
Enterprise’s stores will sell for cash well convenient 
time payments. would also like inform the readers 
that special modern furniture store has been opened 
the Three Crosses Plaza. Advice decorating apartments 
provided free charge. Professional service assures delivery 
furniture special van.” (Express Wieczorny 
May 29, 1959. 

fortune teller with crystal ball saving: “You will 
soon have cause for great happiness. You will find you 
home Tatry radio, along with table, phonograph at- 
tachments and lamp. Manufactured Kasprzak Radio 
Plants.” Polski, March 20, 1959. 


Czechoslovakia, the provincial press tends carry more adver- 
tising than that the major cities. This the back page 
the provincial paper Jiskra, the Jihlave region (the only page 
carry advertisements). There are somewhat more ads than usual, 
since was the December 1958, issue—before Christmas. Among 
the products are electrical appliances (bottom), laundry wringers 
center), jewelry (right The two ads left and right 
center are for lotteries. upper right are notices thanks for 
expressions sympathy bereavement. 
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JOVT, KAMENICH A NA PLAKATIC\ 


Prijdte vi také vybrat do prodejny 
HODINY 


Odchodu pottebami pro domacnost 


Darky pro domacnost maji dobrou 
praci 


rx) tlepauji vzhled bytu 


Mute, Motecyuly, tetevitery 

vyher, je cotkem 


5999 


Poedredmesti rom predejey 


v 


opatrte si ochrannmy 7 plexiskie 
cena 173 Kés (mimo porta) 

ihned doda na dobirku 


R 


oznamovatel 


Praktické darky pro vase 
milé dobre nakoupite 
stroje kola 
elektro radio televize 
nabytek 


Although advertisements about the availability of such 
wares television sets and washing machines may tend 
boost popular morale pointing gradual alleviation 
the drudgery everyday life, clear that present 
few Polish workers can afford take advantage these 
offers. much 53.4 percent the Polish 
family budget goes for food, and after clothing, household, 
health and recreational expenses have been deducted, and 
money set aside for alcohol and tobacco, the family has 
only about four percent left for miscellaneous purchases, 
compared with the 15.5 (see East Europe, May 
1959, pp. 6-7). Furthermore, from what known Polish 
living conditions, luxuries are out the question for most 
people the country. view this, safe assume 
that such advertisements are directed small class 
economic elite. 

Indeed, the advertisements for expensive luxury items 
that appear both the Hungarian and the Polish news- 
papers make particularly strong impression because the 
neglect cheaper luxury articles within the reach more 


consumers The regime s rarely promote low-priced table- 
ware, fountain pens costume jewelry, and articles adorn 
the average home the average woman seem scarce. 
where the living standard higher than 
the other orbit countries, and where the average 
probably has more available cash, objec tions recently were 
raised about the inadequate variety and poor quality 
consumer goods and services. After the 1958 Brussel’s Fair 
people apparently began wonder why the products dis- 
played were not available home. September 27, 1958, 


Radio Prague commentator remarked: 


“Our 


artists and workers, engineers scientists, 
architects and decorators showed their skills ‘at the Fair 
They proved the really high level 


ability. 
gin think about what will 
now that the exhibition gates have been closed 
Our people home want the very textiles, the very 
lassware, the very machinery, restaurants, 
cleanliness and politeness displayed Brussels). 


have won first prize, but now keep 
not only Brussels and the world, but 
home too.” 


In Poland, the 


foreign prod icts in an effort to corral holdings of foreign 


State bank went far advertise 


currency 
“Attractive products the highest quality, imported and 


the country for export—textiles, 


leather goods, industrial goods, building materials. ma- 


chinery, raw materials for handi raits and scarce med ine s 


PKO Bank, War- 
saw, Mazowiecka Street, Cracow, Rvnek Glowny 31.” 
hne April 11-12. 1959 


with foreign currency and drafts 


li 


Services 


FROM factory products, one the main functions 


ews 


Communist advertising publicize available 


services. The confusing character the Communist trade 


network, particularly the provinces, well the diffi- 
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unusually striking clothing advertisement from the Romanian 
women’s monthly Femeia (Bucharest), October 1958. 


culties known exist finding fast and efficient cleaners, 
launderers and 


neglected 


throughout the Stalinist era) give these notices sig- 


sery ic es badly 


Recently, for 
example, the following appeared the Czechoslovak press: 
“Important announcement! National Enterprise Meopta, 
has extended its services amateur photographers. 


nificance they might not otherwise have. 


Repairs cameras for the Plzen, Karlovy Vary and Ceske 
regions will performed the Kino Section, 
Meopta, Plzen.” ‘This equivalent saying that camera- 
owners New York, Connecticut and Massachusetts now 
have the opportunity repair services New Haven. 


regard other services performed, the Romanian 


press has recently carried notices such these: 


“The Bucharest Cooperative Arta Precizie manufac- 


tures and remodels jewelry, wedding rings, gold watch lids 


with customers’ material. jewelry repaired the 


following stores. Femeia January 1959. 


“The Radio Progress Cooperative repairs radios 


February 10, 1958. 


The Deservirea cooperative takes 


laundry for washing and ironing and also clothes for dry 


cleaning and dyeing. guarantee thorough work 

short time and low prices. not use chemicals 

laundering. Come confidently the following branches. 
(Informatia Bucurestilor, February 11, 1959. 


“The Ecarisajul enterprise exterminates mice, rats, 
bedbugs, etc. with special well-trained teams. Prices 
have gone down since January also draw con- 
tracts for monthly Bucuresti- 


lor, February 12, 1959. 


Recreation 


Tepeere KHIDKKA | 
vectuwk CAABERYE* mno- 
ouserwa canks. secean ope- 
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Aside from regular columns listing the films, concerts 
and other cultural and recreational events (including 
horse-races) open the public, the press sometimes car- 
ries special advertisements for certain movies, contests, 


The daily papers also contain ads placed restaurants, 
nightclubs and the national travel bureaus. Travel notices 
appear far less frequently than they the West, and HOBO! HOBO! 
the foreign tours advertised are restricted almost exclu- 
sively trips within the orbit. recent the Polish 
press the official travel agency ORBIS was typical Tepcete 

You have make quick decision! ORBIS tours 
the Black Sea Riviera—the end May and June. Twenty 


day trip Mamaia One day Bucharest 


INTREBUINTATI CU INCREDERE 


er WRROACTRO 4A 


These represent the most advanced limit design and artwork 
Bulgarian advertising. Above, the announcement 
odical for children, Slaveiche (The Nightingale). Below, the head- 
line “New! New!” proclaims the Bulgarian-made chewing 


Novini (Sofia), February 1959 


Hungarian Lake Balaton including four days 


through Saxon and Turingian Switzerland 

Hotel 


Czechoslovakia, there are frequent advertisements for 


ski trips and group outings mountain resorts. Vecernik, 
November 1958, for instance, published the following: 

reduced rates Czechoslovak State Spas offer you 
rest cure in the beautiful setting of Novy Smokovec, High 


Tatra. one the most beautiful Tatra 


iu 


spots. Luxurious accommodations, first class food, expert 


INDEPRRTLAZA PISTRUN PD 
cea FEL GAZA 4 4 


medical care. Excursions nearby scenic places. 


sports. Cultural events. Reached train plane. 
The last page (or, rarely, two pages) the Romanian women’s tude 3.340 


monthly Femeia (Bucharest) usually carries the only advertising 


the magazine. Above, from the July 1958 issue, clockwise from Less 
top left, ads for: face cream, baby carriages, the State 

savings plan, dress fabrics and face cream. Average industrial monthly wage: 1,500 


wy 


cherni Novini, January 24, 1959: “Balkantourist announces 
that persons suffering from high blood pressure, nervous 
breakdown, chronic bronchitis, etc. can have medical 
treatment winter the luxurious Zlatni Piasatsi Hotel 
Treatment will last twenty days. Cost for 
100 leva; for housewives and others 


near Varna. 
trade union members 

leva.” 

Like most the ads the Communist papers, those 
for nightclubs and restaurants tend ordinary boxed 
announcements cluttered with type. The Polish paper 
Dziennik Zachodni, March 10, 1959, contained the follow- 
ing notice for the Polonia Restaurant Katowice: “The 
invites you for breakfast, lunch 
Cuisine under the supervision the famous 


Polonia Restaurant 
dinner. 
chef Steir Wincenty. accept reservations for banquets 
and parties.” Svobodne Slovo (Prague), January 14, 1959, 
advertised the “Hotel Internacional, 12th floor, Bar, Wine- 
lounge, Winter Garden. Open daily p.m.-3 a.m. Winkler 
And Hun- 
gary, where popular amusements have been stressed the 
Kadar period, Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), May 1959, 
announced: “Hurrah for May The big hotel Mar- 
gitsziget Island! The redecorated garden restaurant open 


orchestra, soloists, singing Verita Felicci.” 


again. Beginning with the great workers’ festival, there 


will singing every evening Sarosi Kata, who has just 


returned from Berlin.” 


Advertising Abuses 


Although these advertisements 
terns, there have been recent complaints from Poland 
about advertising abuses the entertainment field. The 
complaints, issued the Party’s literary supplement 
buna Literacka, April 19, 1959, had mainly with the 
text posters announcing “cultural events,” but seemed 
clear that similar blurbs and drawings would have infil- 
trated the daily newspapers had censorship been relaxed. 
Trybuna Literacka reprinted three posters for entertain- 
ments which had the headlines, Evening Unbeliev- 
able Emotions,” “In Search and Strip- 
and declared that cultural supervisors had the habit 
sponsoring such activities. Instead prohibiting such 
“tripe” their signatures often appear announcements 
hailing these events: appears end 
the numerous ‘wild’ artistic troupes roaming Poland with 
the sole aim making big money. must give certain 
rights to the Office of Press and Stage Control. The fact 
that the worst types various ‘national striptease groups’ 
are not subject censorship nonsense. Censorship can 
also become weapon against tripe. 


Many the more dramatic Communist advertisements 


are designed arouse interest the national lotteries, 
which are important source State income. Slowo 
Powszechne (Warsaw), December 14, 1958, wrote that 
“games chance” had become “national institution, 
social fact which from Sunday Sunday becomes more 
and more habit and addiction millions citizens.” 
1957, “income from the lotteries reached 1,093,000 
zloty, and the intake for the first half 1958 has already 
exceeded 1,200,000 zloty.” characteristic lottery adver- 
tisement appeared the March 10, 1959, issue Dziennik 
Zachodni: “Best chances—the greatest number winners: 
NATIONAL MONEY LOTTERY—41,200 winners for 
the sum 5,453,200 Similarly, the Hungarian 
paper Nepszava (Budapest), March 28, 1959, declared: 
“In the 12th week the TOTO lottery, five winning tick- 
ets, each with prize 97,000 forint. You should play 
too. You can win also. The State uses the income from 
the lottery for the further development sports.” 


“Socialist Roads” 


Doubtless because the area-wide alcoholism problem, 
regimes are cautious permitting advertisements for 
strong drink. The regimes are attempting limit rather 
than boost domestic liquor sales, and when advertisements 
appear they are usually for wines. One recent 
the Hungarian press read: “You are not alone home 
you have Girlie from Eger with you. Available everywhere. 
Bottled: The Eger State wine The blurb was ac- 
easy chair with broad smile his face. (Nepszabadsag, 
March 11.) Another read: “Rosavit Fine Vermouth for the 
holidays every table. protects, refreshes, gives strength 
and inexpensive. One bottle—20 forint.” (Nepszabadsag, 
March 22, 1959.) 

for citizens who spend their surplus cash books, 
the Communists control their purchases controlling pub- 
lications, and far there has been meager amount 
advertising this field. The newspapers 
magazines regularly announce and review new books, and 
only occasionally, when the regimes want launch new 
periodical author sell particularly large number 
copies certain publication, are special ads carried 
the press. Several recent advertisements Bulgaria are 
particular interest that they reflect the continuing “Stal- 
inization” culture. Vecherni Novini, January 26, 1959, 
carried advertisement for new magazine called Rodni 
(Native Wings) published DOSO, paramilitary 
organization, and February 10, the same paper pub- 
lished ads for the Small Soviet Encyclopedia and the 
Children’s Encyclopedia Russian. 
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Living 


Economic crimes “the people’s property” have been 
Communist regimes. The following criticism such 
“economic satirical vein from the Bucharest 
Party organ, Scinteia, March 17, 1959. 


HAD JUST got used living style when one day 

telephone call summoned him the regional State 
farm trust. There was doubt his mind that his 
days director were numbered. 

“What people! What people!” thought Vasile 
“Just like that, they summon you the trust! And what 
for? For trifle. Some horses disappeared. But how did 
they find out? 

When arrived the trust Vasile Salca confronted 
the director, laying large, powerful hand over his heart. 
“Yes, Comrade Director, it’s true. Some horses have dis- 
appeared. have some poultry. was living style. 
made mistake. But shall never again. beg you 
consider self-criticism. Deeds, Comrade, deeds. 
words. You will see. Salca was suffering. With- 
out exaggeration, was pain. Chief Engineer Vasile 
Salca, repentant, was crying: “Send anywhere, put 
the hardest test. show what can do. any- 
thing, everything. Send where the work 
not spare me, Comrade Director.” 

And Vasile was not spared his chief. No. 
disciplinary measure, was sent the Uivar State 
Farm. Yes, disciplinary measure was given the 
job director. This was big State farm, and 
had work very hard. 

reported his new post and summoned his under- 
lings order get acquainted with them. get ac- 
quainted, the first place, with Nicolae Retzler, the store- 
keeper, wine-cellar keeper and gardener. Although Retzler 
was only one man, Salca treated him though were 
three. have been appointed your boss,” said Salca. “Now, 
you keep sharp watch over the farm’s property?” 

“We answered his underlings unanimously. 

“Don’t let see any you living up—any such per- 
son will finished,” thundered the director. want 
how you behave. 

Yes, saw how they behaved: they behaved quite well. 
Retzler came one day with few sacks the best flour 
and told Vasile Salca: “Will you allow deposit these 
your pantry? They may spoil the storeroom.” 

Vasile Salca agreed. also allowed Retzler deposit 
the pantry gallons wine, hampers vegetables, doz- 
ens kilograms meat. the end wondered whether 
his pantry was the storeroom, whether the storeroom 
had become the pantry. also allowed Nicolae 
Retzler lease the farm’s vineyard and share the profit 
with him. Not very much land, course—only some 


acres the best. Then let Retzler have three hectares 
corn, sharing the profits again. Later Salca and 


divided the State farm into private household plots. Thus 


collector. Four jobs and all very hard. The job 


cellar keeper was hardest all, because had take 
wine from the cellar and sell the village for 


Retzler became store keeper, cellar keeper, tax 


liter while recording the books six Rather 
complicated. 

Vasile Salca was once again living style, and was 
Nicolae Retzler. the same time, the property the 
State farm was disappearing great style too. They were 
satisfied. Only Mrs. Vasile Salca was not. She seemed 
suffocate the country. One day she screwed her cour- 
age: “Oh, Zumpi darling!” said the kulak’s daughter. 
wish could live decent house. Just small 
house Timisoara where one can relax after such strenu- 
ous 

Vasile agreed warmly with this wise suggestion. 

“Let the Timisoara people see that we know how to 
live,” said she, “because, after all, not just anybody 
And, course, Zumpi should also ive little place where 
can relax when gets tired. 

And soon many railway cars full tile, hundreds 
kilograms cement, lime, bricks, had their original 
destinations changed. 

Some workers objected to these operations “Ah, so!” 
shouted Salca. “You are against me? You wish make 
a declaration? I'll teach you a lesson!’ And he fired them 

The house was completed. had not been easy, but 
Salca had dealt with even greater difficulties the past. 
What was the balance sheet the operation? The Uivar 
State Farm suffered heavy losses. how did Salca ex- 
plain this? Calamities. This was true, for the State farm 
had calamity for its leader. 

Let pause moment this stage Salca’s career. 
was difficult travel Uivar, because the road was 
bad, and none those officials whose duty keep 
eye communal property and guard against thieves 
like would soil their shoes going make check 
Timisoara, however, the roads are good. 
How did happen that the leading organs the farm 
trust did not investigate the source the funds with which 
Salca built his little block apartments? 

After settling with his wife the block apartments, 

decided traveling. They took the farm’s 
car and went trip: Bucharest, Cimpulung- 
Muscel, Stalintown, Targu Mures, Sibiu, Timisoara, Uivar 
pleasant, idyllic journey: 500 liters gasoline, liters 
oil, and also the fact that the car fell apart. And who 
paid for all that? The State farm. The State. few more 
hectares were added the list 

These are the facts ... at least, those which are known. 
Such were the achievements, the unpunished achievements 
Vasile Salca and his accomplices, the shameless plun- 
derers communal property. One thing clear: the 
time has arrived fire those thieves “in style.” 


\ jolly Khrushchev 


extends glad hand Wladyslaw Gomulka his arrival Warsaw, July 14. 
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Current Developments 


AREA 


Eisenhower-Khrushchev Visits 


announcement, August that 
Khrushchev would visit the United States this 
President Eisenhower would make later journey 
USSR regimes 
and often seen triumph Soviet foreign policy: “It 
clear that Comrade trip Washington and 


House 


Sovic t 


and 
the 


was greeted favorably the ite 


his discussions will] mean triumph 


for the policy ol the politicians ol 


the Cold War. Every newspaper reader the whole 
world knows that the proposal ol such a discussion at the 
highest level has figured for fundamental point 


Eisenhower- 


the agenda 
peaceful coexistence correct but so is the 
Radio Budapest, August 

The tone taken by the regime press toward the West was 
Party 


known for its kindliness, 


n polic \ 
+} 


ecting proves t 


not only the policy 
policy building 


noticeably softer, and 
Rabotnichesko Delo ia), little 
published editorial, August 
Minister Macmillan and Vice 


toward the mutual visits 


even the organ 
praising British Prime 
President Nixon for evincing 


Nations Attacked 


proclamation President Eisenhower “Captive 
Nations Week,” July 19-26, flurry outraged 
objections the Communist world. Soviet Premier Khrush- 


raised 


chev took numerous occasions during his trip Poland and 
with American Vice President Nixon attack the United 
States the 


for action and the Soviet bloc press and radio 
hurled charges aggression and hypocrisy. Most frequent 
was comparison between the Negro problem America 
and the situation of the ‘ 


ptive here evoked 
(Budapest 


‘ca 

July 28: 

“About ten days ago two presidents spoke approximately 
One was President Eisenhower, President 
nited States, the other the president court 
President an- 
the so-called aptive Nations We 
other president passed sentence short trial Negro 
who, 


town 
nounced 


the bastion 


the ‘free world, within American 


frontiers, dared occupy place bus reserved for 
superior white Americans. ‘The Negro who violated the law 
has been sentenced Thus the president of the court set 
approximately 


Negroes and other colored people living the 


another useful million 


“The slanders heaped on us by the American government 
during the ‘Captive Nations Week’ roll off our backs. 
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The American thieves people’s freedom shout 
order divert attention from themselves.” 

The Communist press also complained the contrast 
between “Captive Nations Week” and the opening the 
Soviet and exhibitions: “It not just mere chance 
that the crusading representatives American imperialism 
organized this campaign against the Socialist countries 
when Soviet exhibition USSR achievements the field 
science, technology and culture was opened 
United States and corresponding exhibition was 
opened Moscow. These and many other examples the 
growing popular drive for peaceful understanding and co- 
operation force the enemies world peace take steps 
divert the attention people all over the world from 
nternational problems vital importance them.” Ra- 
botnichesko Delo July 


Nixon USSR 


Soviet bloc press and radio reaction to Vice President 
Nixon’s tour the USSR 
dued; Poland, whither proceeded from the USSR, 
was more favorable 


July 23-August was sub- 


Speaking, criti- 


cism the Nixon trip centered the fact that occurred 


than not. Generally 
ume when the United States had proclaimed Captive 
Nations Week typical hostile comment ap- 
peared the Bulgarian Party organ, Rabotnichesko Del 
Sofia), August when reported that the 
Soviet Union and [Secretary State] Herter Geneva 


still continue make proposals unacceptable the USSR 


see abc ve 


and the other peace-loving countries. They still support 
the revival German militarism and 
lead toward sharpening international 

Radio Warsaw, July 25, the other hand, quoted Nixon 


pointing out the need “to 


plans which aim 


uss and solve differences 
conference table and not the 


Fair Provokes Cool Reaction 


without miracles” 
the exposition Moscow 
ment the East European press 


Czechoslovak description 
seems typical the com- 
Rude Pravo article 
July 29, the Prague journal viewed the exhibition 
the following terms: exhibition presents America 
workers and engineers, but not all the promised land 
described Western propaganda. |America 
that stunning impression whicl 
the West would like to: not country where the de- 


velopment the national economy and the growth 


cannot pro- 


duce various people 


personal consumption are advancing enormous pact 
The Budapest daily, Magyar Nemzet, July 31, published 
impressionistic commentary the exposition, rang- 
“What 


ing from dialogue between fashion models are 

“We'll dancing and 
criticism “the total absence 
scientific and industrial equipment and installations.” The 
line taken most the Soviet bloc newspapers was that 
the exposition was not all typical American life “but 


only propaganda.” (Rabotnichesko Delo July 26. 


drink Pepsi-Cola.” 


Vienna Youth Festival 


the occasion 
World Youth Festival 


ot silence 


the Communist-sponsored 
July 26-August 
the Viennese press came under violent attack 
hout the 


the “conspiracy 


throug 


Soviet bloc. Characteristic the Commu- 


nist reaction were these comments from Radio 


August 


“Behind the padded door the Viennese editorial 
fice, the rep desperately asked his boss, 
I write about On r occasions ti answer had bes 
managing editor Die refrained from giving 
usual answer! Becaus f the newspaper writer looked 
write that tl \ustria capital res Is spirit 

peace and friendship, that the 
surround bovs ris from five 
drinks and free propaganda-booklets paid for 
Western 1 \ 1} | Ispeaker ¢ d 

chased iway ry 
Sofia Party organ, Ral hesko 

echoed these sent nts Today, the fourth « since tl 


7 
q 


Vice President Nixon arriving Warsaw. Center, Oskar 
Lange, Deputy Chairman the Council State, who greeted 
him behalf the Polish government. 
Glos Pracy ( Warsaw), Auguat 3, 1959 


rs 


opening the festival, became quite clear that all at- 
tempts frustrate, minimize hinder the normal pace 
this great, friendly meeting youths are vain. The furious 
anti-festival propaganda the Austrian bourgeois press 
the beginning, well its present silence about the 
event, not diminish the great success the festival.” 

According many Western reports, the East European 
delegations (with the exception the Polish) were kept 
carefully separated from contact with non-Communist 
Western youth. 


Yugoslav Charges and Countercharges 


Following the resumption the Soviet bloc’s anti-Yugo- 
slav campaign, after brief détente while Soviet 
toured Albania May and June, the Soviet 
army journal Red Star (Moscow), July 23, printed 
lengthy article the recent history “revisionism” with 
the League Yugoslay Communists the villain’s role 
the Soviet view, the Party Congress the USSR 

February 1959) “reduced dust the contentions the 
imperialist ideologists, and the revisionists chiming with 
them, regarding the so-called ‘hegemony’ the Communist 
Party the Soviet Union and The ar- 
ticle concluded stressing the “equality all Socialist 
and explained the “spec ial role” the USSR 
and the Soviet Party simply stating that “they were the 
first blaze trail the new world and were the 
first storm the heights Communism.” 


Comes 


NIKITA KHRUSHCHEV speech near 
Poznan was trying persuade Polish farmers 
that collectivization was the best method achieving 
high agricultural production, made veiled ref- 
erence the Communist Chinese 
though and other high Soviet officials 
viously criticized the Chinese experiments Western 
statesmen, such statements were later publicly denied, 
and this was apparently the first time such criticism, 
which similar Yugoslav attacks—see this page 
was openly proclaimed within the Communist camp 
“Soon after the conclusion the civil war 
began our 


set not agricultural col- 


lectives but communes. People were found who 
argued roughly this way: are strive for 
Communism, then let set communes. Many 
people, seems, had poor understanding 
what Communism and how built. 


“Well, organized communes, though neither 
the material nor political conditions for it—I mean 
the consciousness the peasant masses—existed 
then. The situation then arose which everybody 
wanted live well, but the same time con- 


tribute as little labor effort as possible to the common 


cause. Nothing came many these com- 


(Trybuna Ludu July 21. 
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The Communist-sponsored International Youth Festival was held 
Vienna from July August and received great publicity 
Eastern Europe. The cartoon shows Uncle Sam grim Pied 
Piper with flute made from atom bomb. Caption: “He would 
like dance his tune!” 


Front page Dikobraz July 23, 1959 


Belgrade Criticizes Forced Collectivization 


late, the Yugoslavs have been most sensitive the 
lack praise accorded them the States for 
their economic achievements, particularly their success 
agriculture, when for the first time many years Yugoslavia 
has been able halt grain imports. Since the Yugoslavs 
attribute their agricultural triumphs large measure 
their support private farming they are quick predict 
disaster for countries that continue apply harsh measures 
achieve collectivization, particularly China, with its regi- 
mented commune system. Svetozar Vukmanovic, member 
the Executive Committee the League Yugoslav 
Communists, speech July 27, offered the Yugoslav 
argument support this contention: 

“Some other Socialist countries are seeking solve 
their problems applying even greater 
pressure the individual producers, forcing 
means economic and other measures join the coopera- 
tives and under conditions wholly underdeveloped agri- 
cultural and nonagricultural production, introducing barter 
between the village and the town the supreme form 
economy characteristic advanced Communist society. 
The only result that the State authorities are harshly 
interfering with the economic activity the producers 
themselves, eliminating the material incentives the work 
This Yugoslav definition 
and “is being pursued most actively Communist China, 
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causing inestimable damage the cause Socialism.” 
(Radio Belgrade, July 27.) Strikingly, Soviet Premier 
Khrushchev made much the same criticism communes 
recent speech Poland (see box, opposite page 


Economy Defended 

detailed reply article the Hungarian review 
Tarsadalmi Szemle, which had asserted that the Yugoslav 
economy was its prewar level (see East Europe, August, 
32), appeared the Yugoslav Party daily, Kommunist 
(Belgrade), July 16. Comparing the results agricultural 
achievement Hungary and Yugoslavia, Kommunist 
stated that 1957 Yugoslavia exceeded the prewar pro- 
duction level wheat, whereas Hungarian production 
was percent less than that the prewar years: “Despite 
the fact that Hungarian investments were considerably 
higher, despite war destruction, this year’s harvest gives 
Yugoslavia the most impressive results for all those who 
consistently repeat various assertions about 
visionist policy the countryside.” 

similar article criticizing Hungarian agricultural prog- 
ress was published the Novi Sad daily July 14. 
Once again the emphasis “material incentives” 
was stressed: “It not enough invest, have mechan- 
ization, offer expert service, 


agricultural production. 


One must also have definite 
economic relations which peasants are materially in- 
terested greater production. system necessary 
which peasants develop their initiative individuals 
and are allowed influence the policy production and 
distribution. Only under such conditions the economic 
victory Socialism the countryside possible.” 

Bulgaria also came under fire for article the Sofia 
publication, Vanshna Targovia (July issue), which an- 
nounced that all major branches the Yugoslav economy 
agriculture, foreign trade—were standstill. 
The Belgrade daily, Borba, August denied this and went 
say that last year “Bulgarian authorities requested 
credits million dollars for the purchase Yugoslav 


equipment. three occasions ‘chaotic’ Yugoslav in- 
dustry was requested assure prompt delivery substan- 
tial quantities meat not provided for under the agreed 
quotas when was lacking Bulgaria, and each occa- 


sion the request was promptly met.” 


Albanian Virulence 


Albania, always the vanguard 
aganda, produced characteristic attack conference 
oil workers and miners, July 19, when speaker labeled 
the 


“enemies our people” 


“national liberation war. Ironically, the 
Communists had been responsible during World 
War for the creation the 


forces. Tirana, July 19.) 


Albanian Communist 


Trade Continues 
August trade agreement was signed between 
Hungary and Yugoslavia for the period 1960-1965. Under 
the terms the accord, Hungary deliver Yugo- 
slavia machinery, iron foundry products, chemicals, drugs 


and railway equipment exchange for various lumber 
products, minerals, freight cars and 
Radio Budapest, August 


commodities 


Statistical Reports Optimistic 


The mid-year plan-fulfillment reports, which issued from 
the Satellite capitals greater volume and detail than ever 
before, all asserted that the national economies were pro- 
gressing even faster than had been planned. Total industrial 
output for the first six months 1959 was said higher 
than that for the same period 1958 percentages rang- 
ing from 9.3 Poland and Czecho- 
slovakia 23.4 and 26.1 Albania 

are less advanced, First 


Ro- 
Secretary stated that “the global in- 


mania, where the statistical arts 


dustrial production plan was fulfilled and overfulfilled.” 
The production increases were reportedly accompanied 
by increases in labor productivity 


total output per em- 
ployee 


8.5 percent Czechoslovakia, 7.7 percent 
Poland and 7.1 percent Bulgaria. Foreign trade ex- 
panded 7.6 percent Czechoslovakia, about 18.5 per- 


cent Poland, about 15.5 percent Hungary, 27.1 per- 
cent Albania and percent Bulgaria 


recent months there has been movement 


Let's All Abscond 


SHORT TIME ago two girls, secondary school 


pupils, tried escape from [Hungary 


was reported in the papers. 


told that their schoolmate Sziklai 


young friend mine 
the sixth form 


wanted to abscond recently 


One pupils re- 


llowing laconic and 


cently made the fol 


shall not speak about 


school 


the possible reasons. why the 


and Sziklai had tried 


yupils 


scond 
“One often feels like doing a rash thing when one 


embittered. Later, one shocked and sorry one’s 


silliness. What can say, 


however, the fact that 
one the girls, when brought back from the frontier, 


said cynically that the border guards had offered her 


‘wonderful food’ and that she did not regret having 


tried escape. What can say the fact that the 


other children and people general were not shocked 
the girls’ conduct and said: wanted ab- 


scond last year also, but then was delayed for some 


reason other.’ 

doubt that moral conceptions slack- 
ened the days the counterrevolution 
but cannot put with the fact 
that teenagers should feel homeless our country 


and should plan escape from the country when 
they feel bored—or rather, when they not know 
what because they are well off.” 


June 11, 


1959 


1 
crease 
indifferent 
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the targets the economic plans 1959 and 1960. The 

use competition” and “production pledges” has 

been revived, and speed-up under way throughout the 

area 


POLAND 


Khrushchev Poland 


The alliance between Soviet Premier Nikita 
and Polish Party leader Wladyslaw Gomulka was publicly 
celebrated series speeches both men during the 
10-day visit Poland, beginning July 14, official 
USSR delegation headed Khrushchev himself. Osten- 
sibly the visit was honor the 15th anniversary Com- 
munist rule Poland, dating from July 22, 1944, when 
the Polish Communists published the “Lublin Manifesto” 
claiming authority over liberated Poland. 

speeches and toasts through the first few 
days the visit contained little else but statements 
official greetings, interspersed with declarations 
was not until arrived 
the Western Territories that Khrushchev made his first 
lengthy foreign policy formulation, attacking West German 
militarism and calling for “nuclear-free zones peace.” 
(the former German port Stettin) called the 
“age-old Polish Referring 
West German Khrushchev asserted that “the 
statesmen 


ship and peaceful intentions 


Western Territories 


that Wroclaw should transform 
itself again into Breslau, Gdansk into Danzig, and Szczecin 
into Stettin. But let them aware that Wroclaw, Gdansk 
and Szczecin are Polish towns and will remain forever.” 
Emphasizing the inviolability the Oder-Neisse line, the 
Soviet leader stated that “we shall fight for that frontier 
against any foe who may try encroach it.” 
Warsaw, July 


Radio 


Forced Collectivization 


Like any skilled politician, the Soviet Premier made his 
promises depend the group was addressing. July 
18, near Poznan, scene the 1956 riots which preceded 
Gomulka’s ascent power, Khrushchev spoke the 
peasants the Plawce collective farm, strongly urging col- 
lectivization Polish agriculture, but being careful state 
that there would be no collectivization by force: 


“What shall say perhaps please some today, 
not, course, because what say unsuitable for them, 
but because these people have not yet realized the sig- 
nificance collective farming and its advantages for the 
drag people into collectives The collective is the best 
form organization the peasants’ labor, the best form 


working peasantry 


organization production, but you cannot drive man 
with whip better life; you cannot, the saying goes, 
drive someone with stick into paradise 


The new campaign form Polish “agricultural circles” 
has led many peasants believe that such associations are 


merely prelude collectivization. The Soviet leader may 
well have confirmed this suspicion, but the same time 
again tried assure his listeners that collectives would 
forced upon them: 

“The [Soviet] reform agriculture did not begin every- 
where with the collectives. had associations for the joint 
cultivation lands, resembling some extent your agri- 
cultural circles. some you would say 
enticing you into collective farms. not, course, en- 
tice anybody, but know that you will come collective 
forms farming sooner later. should like meet you 
again few years and look you straight the eves. You 
will recall then that Khrushchev visited you, that spoke 
collective farms—and proved right. 

“But repeat, not necessary draw people forcibly 
into collectives. There certain proverb: ‘If you are 
forced dig well, you drink the water.’ Therefore, 
collective forcibly created will not give the desired 
results. People have grow collectives they will 
understand the necessity for organizing them. Then there 
will real collectives. they are set under pressure, 
the peasant will enter the collective but will think his 
gray mare.” Ludu July 21. 

Replying Khrushchev, Party Chief Gomulka told the 
farmers that would certainly not apply administrative 
pressures order hasten collectivization: Party 
wants convince peasants that their future and that the 


whole country lies collective farming.” Stating that 


Progress 


MANY YEARS have been engaged what 

known ‘liquidating administrative 
and streamlining the activities vari- 
ous offices and agencies. But what happens the 
offices? 

“Interesting results have been obtained from the 
analysis work one the ministries. appeared 
that one investigation, simple 
and routine and within the competence one section 

has pass through so-called stations where 
separate functions are performed. Out this num- 
ber, nine have with settling the matter, while 
the remaining are typical secretarial-filing-book- 
keeping actions, accomplished—it must added 
most primitive The average time re- 
quired for approving old-age pensions the Warsaw 
National Council days, and for disability 
pension 109 days. many cases petitioners have had 

“We witness amazing contrasts: plant produc- 
ing the most modern equipment materials that are 
great demand abroad, the office employees labori- 
ously lick their pencils and add long sums 
scraps paper, for lack adding machines even 
abacus. 


Tygodnik Demokratyczny June 3-9, 1959 


i 
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front the Academy Fine Arts, 


Photo from Poland No. 1959 


“Lovers” 


W roc law 


machines and tractors are central problem Poland, 
Gomulka went say that would approach Khrush- 
chev within the next few days with request for help from 
the Soviet Union the production modern tractors 
“We need special installations and production lines for 
this purpose. Having known Comrade Khrushchev for 
long Gomulka said, know that the USSR will 
everything its power help Ludu, 


19. 
Khrushchev Hails Gomulka 


Soviet longest and probably 
portant speech was delivered Warsaw, July 21, 
Khrush- 


chev gave Gomulka unqualified support, and admitted 


eve the anniversary “liberation.” 


existence permissible differences between Poland and 
USSR methods achieving also made 
lear that the final goal for both countries was the same 


the early part his speech Khrushchev thanked his 


it 


Polish hosts for the warm reception throughout his tour. 
then turned his main theme—Polish-Soviet relations 
and the new Poland had however, this 
did not mean “we can relax and unconcerned about the 


Khrush- 


intrigues the enemies peace and Socialism.” 


( 


hev proceeded review the recent “disagreement” be- 


tween the two countries: 


“During the recent past, the partisans the containment 
policy backed mainly and Poland, because they 
onsidered these countries the weakest links the 
Socialist camp. Later, they had exclude Hungary 

their calculations, but apparently they still have not given 
regarding Poland They contend that Poland 
allegedly occupies special place among Socialist coun- 
tries; that compared with the Soviet Union and other 
Socialist countries, allegedly means example 
and that 
therefore, there hope tearing Poland away from the 


firmness implementing Socialist principles, 


Socialist camp course, the not too distant past, 


there were certain elements our relations which gave 
our enemies hope discord between our countries. You 
and regarded those difficulties episode, film 


} 
t 


dust upon relations between our 


Parties and our countries are disagreements 
different interpretations questions between our two 
governments. The CPSU ‘Soviet Comr and 
the PZPR both solving the domestic 


problems their countries and many other 


guided single policy and base themselves 


struggle against revisionism and opportunism, the struggle 


against dogmatisn 


Khrushchev adn 


nittec 


that there were still “revisionists 
and both Poland and the USSR and urged 


also 


who allegedly 


that the struggle against such elements continue 


singled out the Polish Stalinist 


disagreed with Gomulka’s poli ies Their intentions were 
also incorrect since “each people must build Socialism and 


advance toward Communism taking into consideration 


its own national, cultural, and economic peculiarities.” 
The inevitable conclusion ol his speech was to praise 


the leadership Wladvslaw Gomulka: those 
Polish Party] Central 


Committee headed Comrade Gomulka are fact grist 


who do not support the policy of the 


themselves, 


for the the revisionists, 
criticize the leadership the 
apostasy from Marxism-Lenin- 
Polish 


fact honest people, they want 


positions, 
Polish accusing 
ism. seems that members who 
hold dogmatic views are 
friendship between our countries, then they 
their position and firmly support the policy which being 
carried out our dear friend and comrade, 


For the text this speech, see 


Anniversary Celebrated 
On “Liberation Day,” July 22, the Soviet delegation at- 


tended imposing military parade Warsaw, showing the 
Polish army and air force equipped with the most modern 
weapons The following Trybuna Ludu published the 


Most 


familiar tenets Soviet foreign policy, in- 


aocuinen 


Polish-Soviet declaration 
contains the 


cluding support for Communist China’s right “liberate 


and unify all its lands including Taiwan and the off-shore 


As for Soviet-Polish relations, fraternal coopera- 
tion was pledged, espec ially “in the prac tice of the Socialist 


i 


Parties “feel them- 
selves bound sacred duty carry irreconcilable 


international division 


struggle against revisionism the main danger the 
Communist and labor movement the present stage, 
well against dogmatism and sectarianism, which also re- 
sult divorce from the masses.” 

sooner had the ubiquitous Soviet Premier returned 
his capital than appeared before large gathering 
report the Polish visit. referred the historic re- 
lations between Poland and the USSR which have not 
always had “an entirely smooth development.” Evoking 
the which are trying disrupt 

Khrushchev declared that “we cannot 
allow the past influence the smallest degree 
present-day mutual relations, overshadow their wisdom, 
and prevent them from correctly assessing the situation 
Radio ow, July 2 

Soviet bloc press and radio coverage 
Polish junket was minimal. Neither the important Warsaw 
speech nor the discussion Polish agriculture 


“dark 
our friendship,” 


today.” 


with its 
disavowal forced collectivization) appeared any detail 
news media outside Poland and the USSR, except for 
Hungary, where the two speeches were printed full 
without comment. 


Nixon Warsaw 

In contrast to the polite but restrained reception given 
Nikita Khrushchev during his Polish tour, American Vice 
President Nixon was acclaimed approximately 100,000 
cheering, flower-throwing people his arrival Warsaw, 
August according Western reports. That Nixon’s greet- 
ing was wholly spontaneous seems evident from the fact 
that his route through the capital was not all advertised, 
and official effort was made, apparently was the case 
with Premier Khrushchev, get out the crowds. the 
airport Nixon was met government delegation headed 
economist Oskar Lange, former citizen and now 
Deputy Chairman the Council State; during his three- 
day stay, Nixon held private discussions with Party chief 
toured the ruins 
Cardinal 


Primate himself was 


Gomulka and Premier Cyrankiewicz, 
the Warsaw Ghetto and 
church, St. John’s Cathedral. 
vacation the time 


visited 


Polish press reaction was generally quite 
buna Ludu (Warsaw August praised the Vice Presi- 
dent for his statement Moscow, “We want nothing from 
other nations but the right live with them peace and 
friendship,” but went on to criticize the “contradiction” be- 


“Captive Na- 


tween these words and the proclamation 
tions the United States (see above 
later, Warszawy (Warsaw) criticized The New York 
Times Warsaw correspondent for expressing surprise the 
warm welcome Nixon had received: make use 
proverbial Polish hospitality political argument against 


the host denotes unusual lack of tact.” 


Soviet Bloc Reaction 
Nixon’s tour received scanty press and radio coverage 
Radio Budapest, Au- 


the other East European nations 
gust however, announced that the Vice visit 
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due 
the fact that the United States has not yet officially recog- 
nized Poland’s Western frontiers.” any case, the Hun- 
garian broadcast said, the population the Polish capital 
“received the Vice President not with jubilation but 
with sympathy prompted realistic appraisal his 


was greeted with “mixed feelings Warsaw 


Agricultural Circles 


The Gomulka regime’s program for agriculture, enunci- 
ated the second plenum the Party Central Committee 
June (see East Europe, August), began gather mo- 
mentum August. The government announced July 
that the Agricultural Development Fund would commence 
operations August The Fund will receive percent 
the State’s revenue from compulsory deliveries grain, 
potatoes and livestock the difference between the low 
prices paid the State and the higher prices the free 
market). The other percent devoted expand- 
ing the agricultural machinery industry and the building 
materials industry. the amount the Fund, percent 
will given the agricultural circles and collective farms, 
while percent will the disposal the district unions 
agricultural circles. The Fund used primarily 
for the purchase agricultural machinery, and partly for 
land improvement and the small-scale production build- 
ing materials rural areas. However, the members agri- 
cultural circles must raise funds their own, amounting 
percent the value the machinery purchased 

percent the Western Territories) condition for 
getting assistance from the Development Fund. (Trybuna 
Ludu August 1.) 

Meanwhile, Party leaders were pushing the organization 


The Neurotics Warsaw 


simply great hospital for nervous diseases, one 
where patients are not cured but only irritated and 
Hous- 


ing and transportation problems, worries everyday 


led still higher degree neurasthenia 
life, illnesses, the uncertain future all these deepen 
the pathological state the city’s inhabitants. The 
ailing nerves seek relief hooliganism, 
eroticism; they delight intrigues and rows all 
kinds. People complain about the arguments the 
After all have 
should surprised that the arguments end only 
words and that 


streetcars. gone through 

not jump each 

throats. Poles are really mild and self-controlled 
people. eee 

“What can done about this? nothing. 

Perhaps few scientific works should 


about mass nervous diseases and postwar complexes 


Warsaw. Who has not seen these things and 
experienced them his own 


Slowo Powszechne (Warsaw), June 19, 1959 
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new agricultural circles, which the success the pro- 
gram depends. conference provincial Secretaries and 
agricultural activists was held Warsaw July 27, 
which Gomulka was reported have complained that the 
program was not going fast enough. said that the 
activists must the peasants and persuade them. 
Trybuna Ludu, July 28.) 

The number agricultural circles was reported have 
risen from 16,000 almost 19,000 the first months 
1959. According Trybuna Ludu, August they now 
include members. 


Party Purge 


second purge Party members since Gomulka took 
power October 1956 will occur this fall. The so-called 
“verification” Party membership October 1957 ended 
with the dismissal 206,737 persons from the Communist 
ranks. that time its political aims were directed against 
the and thus insuring majority 
delegates supporting the Gomulka faction the Third 
Congress last March. 

new campaign will take the form “credentials 
and Trybuna Ludu August frankly 
admitted that political, rather than merely 


organizational character: “During the meetings preceding 


Caption: “My family tree.” the top: Piri, who works for the housing Uncle Eugene, who gets medicine from abroad. 
the center: brother-in-law Alex, who has connections with the IKKA parcel service (packages from America); Aunt Stanci, who sup- 
plies Australian wool; Aunt Louisa, independent peasant (food); Uncle Louis, the furniture line. 
sporting goods; Hannah, agent for obtaining private enterprise licenses. 


the bottom: Bert, for 
Ludas Matyi July 1959 


the credentials exchange, basic Party organizations should 
evaluate the attitude their members and carefully con- 
sider the persons whom Party cards are issued, and 
whether not the owner merits the confidence placed 
him.” the 1,023,000 membership, the Party organ ad- 
mitted that “there are many notoriously passive 


For this reason effort will made “to mobilize and 
enliven Party activities.” 


Report Repatriates 


According the official Polish news agency, July 20, 
28,700 Poles were repatriated during the first six months 
1959; all but 300 this number were from the USSR. 
January Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw) had announced 
that March would the final date for Poles within 
the Soviet Uni 


apply for repatriation 


Meatless Mondays 


Poland’s meat shortage led the Internal 
announce July that public eating places will 
serve meat Mondays starting August the 
retail shops for home consumption, meat will limited 
pork for making lard and to processed meats such as blut- 


arst The Ministry stated that the shortage had been 
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caused lagging meat deliveries from farmers, aggravated 
drought which had cut down fodder production. 
claimed that the public 's meat consumption during the first 
half 1959 had been 12.3 percent higher than the first 
half 1958. (Trybuna Ludu July 31. 


Ministerial Changes 


February 1957, 


Minister Heavy 


has been relieved his post and named 


Deputy Chairman the Planning Commission; his posi- 
tion has been filled Franciszek Waniolka, former Min- 
ister Mining Jan Mitrega, the new Minister Mining, 
was Deputy Minister Waniolka 
for the shake-up Trybuna Ludu 


No reason was given 
Warsaw], July 


Polish Literary Situation Assessed 


“For the writer, 


there is never enough freedom ol 


speech” so said Jerzy Andrzejewski, the well-known Polish 
writer and recipient Zycie Warszawys award for the 
best book since World War Il, A hes 


and Diamonds, 


Are Among 


These verses complaining two-facedness and hypocrisy 
among Czechoslovak citizens appeared Tvorba (Prague), 


July 1959. They indicate that the spirit the good 


soldier paying lip-service power but 


the land. 


ing his own way, strong 


REACT correctly the demands the Time: 
: This one gives judgment according to the law, 
that one teaches the curriculum directs him, 
Nor does the third one deviate from the line. 


decorate the windows? cry ‘Workers Unite, 
or, pleases better, ‘Unite Workers’? 
Why not? is, after all, trade unionist, 


subscribes to the ne wspapers and pays his dues 


Whatever must done does all right, 
but nothing more. Faith coursing through his sou 
into the mystic twilight the church 


* 


he sends his little son who is also a Pioneer 


teaches him pray and revere God, 

the God who does not like ALL THIS 

‘Do you want please Him? Then what people 
want vou to do, but without OV or zeal,’ 


Thus hammers into his son that there are two worlds 
‘Give either what due it. That vou must do! 
You must not make either them 


work for vour body, raise soul 


Such are among are not few 
What call them? 
would call them: 


that the chameleon will not 


Communist Children’s Group 
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Radio Warsaw, July 28. Answering certain critics who 
have apparently had grave reservations about the “note 
pessimism” his work, Andrzejewski stated that “if the 
writer tends view the human condition dark colors 
and not lie,” then pessimism “not only may, but 
must” appear in his work. 

Just such writer Andrzejewski came under fire when 
Stefan Zolkiewski, former Minister Higher Education, 
published article the July issue Nowe Drogi 
which spoke Polish literature since the 1956 upheaval. 
Referring this period one criticism “dogmatism,” 
pointed out that “numerous ideological tendencies 
the past were reborn, the influence bourgeois and Social 
Democrat ideologies grew in strength,” and found an ex- 
pression “revisionism.” Zolkiewski also described the 
Polish writer Marek Hlasko (recently reported West 
Berlin who had let himself “be 


drawn 
into the struggle against the revolution and had written 
anti-Socialist 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Social Insurance Changes 


Old-age pensioners will continue receive their full 
pension benefits addition regular wages, employed 
for short periods time, according decision the 
Czechoslovak government, July 17. This new ruling par- 
ticularly applies pensioners working harvest time 
other “campaign concentrated effort requiring 
sugar mills, canneries, distilleries, 
for maximum period four months. 
July 29. 

Free health care will now extended all children 
the age 15, irrespective whether not their parents 


additional manpower 


Radio Prague, 


are accorded health insurance coverage. Previously, all 
families self-employed artisans independent farmers 
were denied health insurance benefits (see East Europe, 


August, Radio Prague, August 


Czechoslovak Escapees 


five days less than seven persons fled Czechoslo- 
vakia for Austria where they asked political asylum, accord- 
ing the Viennese journal, Die Presse, August Follow- 
ing such reports came Western news bulletin the effect 
that the frontier between Austria and Czechoslovakia was 
being “repaired,” i.e., “replacing old mine fields with new 
ones, building new watchtowers and stringing new barbed- 
wire fences.” 


Haile Selassie Czechoslovakia 


Haile Selassie Emperor 
Ethiopia, arrived Prague, July 13, for five-day visit 
his way home from trip the USSR. was greeted 
high Party and government dignitaries, headed Presi- 
dent and Party First Secretary Antonin Novotny, who 
took the occasion hail the Emperor “an undaunted 
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Two scenes from Czechoslovak “western” film called “Death the Saddle.” 


The story boys stud farm Bohemia who 


fall under the spell American cowboy thrillers. Playing stagecoach robbery, they hold the stud cashier pay day. 
But real bandit enters the game, kills the cashier and escapes with the payroll. The boys give chase and him. This teaches 
them not indulge fantasies when “life rich and full.” 


Photos from Czechoslovak Life (Prague), July 1959 


fighter for freedom and for the movement the African 
people for national freedom and independence.” (Rude 
Pravo July 14. 


final communique stated that 
negotiations are held shortly conclude 
and technical agreements between the two countries. 
dio Prague, July 17. 


BULGARIA 


Zhivkov Calls for More Pressure 


Amid growing indications that his “big leap forward” 
was leading the Bulgarian Communists toward trouble, 
Party boss Todor Zhivkov summoned the Central Commit- 
tee into plenary session July His report, though studi- 
ously optimistic, was concerned with number looming 
(Rabotnichesko Delo July 11.) 
told the that speak and point out difficulties not 
order frightened them and panic, but take all 
necessarv measures time and overcome them 
clear the path for our accelerated march forward.” 

“What are the main difficulties now? The difficulties 
are, the first place, linked with the purchase, storage, 
processing and export agricultural production. are 
also facing difficulties supplying industry 
tion with certain kinds raw material, metals, cement, tim- 
ber, etc. are also facing difficulties overcoming the 
lag certain sectors our work, such 


n 


trade, public catering and others.” 

The danger, short, was that undertaking treble 
the production agriculture two years and more than 
double industrial production four vears, the regime 
might produce gigantic chaos. solution was 
call series plenary meetings the coming 
months to discuss various sectors of the economy. The 


schedule: October, construction: November, industry; De- 
cember, wage reform; January, retail and wholesale trade 


and public eating places; February, cattle breeding 


mid-year report the Central Statistical Adminis- 
tration always industrial produc- 
Rabotnichesko Delo, July 
Electric power output for the first six months 1959 was 


tion was ahead plan 


said percent higher than the first six months 
of 1958 


lead, steam boilers, tractor plows, 20; freight 


Some other figures: pig iron, 41 percent, steel, 
cars, 59: sulfuric acid, 54; cement, shoes, 29; canned 
industry was reported have risen 23.4 percent 
the corresponding period of last vear. The report noted, 
however, that one-third of the enterprises were lagging 
behind their targets and had “deprived the national econ- 
omy products valued 650 million 

agriculture, where even greater things 
planned, the report) was equally cheerful More than 
150,000 hectares land had been newly irrigated, said, 
and the area planted fruit, vegetables and industrial 


crops had substantially increased. The use machines and 


chemical fertilizers had reportedly increased 
centages. Some 


lion chickens were hatched the 
collective farms, compared with million last year 

Capital investment lagged far behind, fulfilling 
only percent 


the plan 
But the railroads carred 


percent 
more freight. and retail sales were said to have increased 


16.5 percent 


But Not for Consumption 


Almost the report observed that “in 


towns and villages the there was lack 


number for which there was demand, such 


We 
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eggs, various sugar products, preserved fruit, wool 
fabrics, various cotton fabrics such gingham, satin, 
printed calico, poplin and others, summer clothing, 
summer shoes, etc. many public catering establishments 
the bill fare not varied and only expensive dishes and 
cold snacks are offered.” 

The existence bottlenecks and shortages was 
edged editorial the Party newspaper Rabotnichesko 
Delo July 28, which said that tomatoes, apricots and 
other produce were rotting the countryside, while “in 
Sofia the people are queuing front the shops for 
one two kilograms vegetables and fruit.” 
was placed the purchasing organizations: 


The onus 


“Alarming messages have been received that the 
greater portion the vegetable and fruit crops and 
other products not purchased and used time. Some 
the okrugs are lagging 


skins, 


administrative districts 


the purchase eggs, milk, meat, wool, straw, 


tomatoes and 


Similar criticisms had been appearing the Bulgarian 
press since April (see East Europe, June, 48). July 
the Council Ministers called the chairman the 
administrative district Tolbukhin onto the carpet and 
asked him account for serious lag” the purchasing 
“pigs, wool, eggs, sheep, cows’ milk and other produce,” 
sending him away with public rebuke. (Rabotnichesko 
Delo, August 


Let Them Barefoot 


PRESENT, industrial enterprises com- 


“ A 


plain that trade organizations are not purchasing 
their goods. They think that trade organiza- 
tions will purchase their entire production despite its 
bad quality and unsuitable assortment, and that every 
year hundreds millions leva will allocated 
the State budget cover the losses such goods 
“Let take example the Yako Dorosiev 
rubber plant. This plant had accumulated above- 
norm amounts various kinds rubber footwear 
totaling the beginning 1959 about pairs 
Nevertheless, by June 1, 
additional 


1959, this plant had made 
pairs for which 
amount imported raw material was used. the 
question what will happen this production, the 
management the enterprise answers that they were 
working according their plan, and that investigating 
consumer requirements not the interest the 
plant. The situat similar the Runo textile 
factory with wool worsted fabrics, the Subi 
Sliven with wool and cotton velvet, the 
Malchika with cotton velvet, and 
First Party Secretary Todor Zhivkov the 
plenary meeting the 
the Bulg 
Rab: tnicl 


Central Committee 


Title: “Suspicion.” This photo Polish policeman interrogating 
suspect won prize contest for newspaper photographers. 


Kurier Polski July 1959 


Speeding 


While shortages the shops were cause for criticism 
and reprimand, obstruction another quarter led more 
thoroughgoing measures. The electric power complex un- 
der construction with Soviet and East German technical 
assistance the Maritsa East lignite basin speeded 
completion within the next few years. July the 
regime issued directives stating that demands 
for electricity and fuel require improvement the work 
and organization the Maritsa East complex, and re- 
duction the time required for construction and assembly 
work.” The administration the project was reorganized 
and all State and Party organs were instructed give 
top priority. (Rabotnichesko Delo, July 15.) 


ROMANIA 


Wages and Pensions Increased 


general wage and salary increase for all employees 
the State went into effect August 
ously there was reform the social insurance system 
which greatly increased pensions and other benefits. The 
changes were announced First Party Secretary Gheorg- 
hiu-Dej meeting the Central Committee July 
13-14. (Scinteia [Bucharest], July 16.) Dej stated that the 
new increases, coupled with others made since the end 
1955, would bring the real incomes workers, technicians 
and clerks level more than percent above that 
1955 


thus achieving, said, more than year ahead 
sched 


the goal set forth the Second Five Year Plan 

The pay increases, combined with reductions the wage 
and salary tax, average percent for industrial workers, 
percent for foremen, percent for technical, engineer- 
ing and administrative personnel, percent for employees 
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the trade apparatus, percent for teachers and pro- 
fessors, 20-22 percent for army officers, and 15-20 percent 
for officers the security apparatus and police. The in- 
creases are greatest the lowest wage categories. 
noted that this would narrow the occupational wage dif- 
ferentials industry, but argued that “this measure 
necessary during the present phase order improve the 
financial situation workers the lower pay rate cate- 
that their situation must have deteri- 
orated recent years result price inflation. 
made effort compare the actual purchasing power 
the with what had been 1955. 

The social insurance changes raise old-age pensions 
average percent, sickness benefits percent, sur- 
benefits percent and military pensions 
percent. (For further details, see next issue.) There 
government pension system for members collective farms, 
but proposed that the government draft standards 
which collective farms might set their own pension 
systems. 

The total cost the pay increases, tax reductions and 
social insurance changes will 4.7 billion per annum 
—an addition about one-seventh the budget outlay 
for wages and pensions 1959. Dej said that most 
would covered budget reserves, but that one billion 


let would come from overfulfillment the economic plan. 


Price Reductions 


August the regime announced price cuts “more 
than 2,600 varieties goods,” effective August 10. Most 
the items were expensive luxury goods such candy, 
pastry, special food products, watches, plastic goods, motor- 
cvcles, automobiles, medicines, radio sets and cameras. 
There were also reductions ready-made clothing 


percent), stockings, fabrics and knit goods made from 


Two Bloody Offsprings, Please 
FOLLOWING PLAINT appeared the Bulgarian 
periodical Narodna Prosveta (Sofia), April 1959. 

“Alcoholism antisocial, decadent phenomenon 
the life man. bloody offspring ex- 
ploiting societies and, therefore, inevitably accomp- 
anies the rotten bourgeois-capitalist system. 
clear that the struggle the peoples the So- 
cialist camp, headed the Soviet Union, for the 
struggle for liberation from alcoholism and drunk- 
enness and for the rearing new, exceptionally 

“Unfortunately, alcoholism still continues em- 
bedded our present Socialist family. This due 
many still unremoved and harmful traditions, cus- 
toms, prejudices, habits, and manners which, many 
families, are still honored. And under this multi- 
colored shade the past, course, alcohol finds 
favorable conditions for 


comment the meat shortage now plaguing the Bulgarian 
regime. The cartoon directed collective farms that not 
fulfill their contracts for delivering meat the State purchasing 
Caption: “He promised and gave chicken.” 


Cooperativno Selo (Sofia), July 25, 1959 


synthetic fibers b to 42 percent), high-quality footwear 
percent and canvas shoes (about percent 


Installment Purchases 


decree also liberalized the terms installment pur- 
chases for wage earners and members artisans’ coopera- 
tives. Minimum down payments were reduced from 25-40 
percent 15-30 percent, depending the item purchased 
system will enlarged include purchases furni- 
ture, some television and radio sets, sewing machines, re- 
frigerators, some motorcycles and cameras, ready-made 


} 


clothing and building repairs. (Scinteia, August 


HUNGARY 


Party Dies 


Politburo member Jozsef Revai, long associated with the 
Stalinist wing the Party, died August During the 
Rakosi era Revai was known ruthless fighter against 
those writers who deviated from “Socialist was 
chief editor the Party organ, Szabad Nep, until 1952 and 
Minister Culture until 1953. that time, when Imre 
“new course” temporarily reversed the Stalinist 


tices, Revai was deprived his ministerial portfolio and 


> 


The Public Trough 


WAS NOT just ordinary case that found its 
way onto the docket the public prosecutor 
Gdansk recently. was the case the Wejherowo 
Shoe Factory. This factory made about two million 
zloty illegally, but turned over the budget the 
Wejherowo national council government 
along with its normal profits. The excess profit 
was made substituting poorer quality leather 


men’s and children’s shoes without reducing the price 


money illegally forced out customers’ pockets 


all over the country, because the factory sends its 


shoes many towns) being used build the 


municipal economy Wejherowo. The income 


budget 


“When the case came before the regional price 


commission, accepted the old price for the new, 


infe shoes 
“The coastal area is greatly interested in this un- 
How will classified?” 


Glos Pracy June 6-7, 1959 


usual case, 


made Deputy Chairman the Presidium, 


position with little real power, and remained 
post until the outbreak the 1956 Revolt. 
made public “self-criticism.” 

After the October uprising was crushed, Revai remained 
member the Politburo, but apparently differed from 
Kadar wishing impose even greater rigidity litera- 
ture and intellectual discussion. reporting his death, 
Radio Budapest, August praised him “an interna- 
tionally recognized Marxist but also reminded 
listeners his Stalinist past pointing out that “his 
human greatness was shown the fact that was able 


to overcome his own errors.” 


Praise was also accorded the funeral oration 
delivered Minister State Gyorgy Marosan. Referring 


“love for Marosan declared that “it 
would unworthy his memory passed over 


silence the fact that, like eve ryone, he also committed mis- 


takes But made these errors true and militant 
despite his age and severe illness, 
was able revise his opinions and point 


view.” (Magyar August 


Office for Church Affairs Re-established 


After three-month reorganization, the State 
for Church Affairs has reopened, headed Karoly 
Olt One of its primary functions will be to enforce the 


provisions the April decree requiring 


swear oath the Constitution and giving the 


State veto power over certain church appointments (see 


East Europe, June, p 15 


According to a decree published in Viagyar AK, -lon) 
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Budapest), June the sphere authority the new 
office will broader than that its predecessor. Its tasks 
will include the “implementation conventions signed 
between the and church and religious denomina- 
tions, distribution budgetary credits for religious 
instruction the management church affairs 

referring property rights, and safeguarding freedom 
conscience, the free exercise religion and the peaceful 
course church 


New Measures Education 


Further evidence the areawide trend education 
toward Soviet-styled 
bine learning with work 


training com- 
was the announcement, July 17, 
government decree establishing so-called 
agricultural industrial nature, these new 
schools will allow young people between and years 
age, who have completed elementary school and who 
work less than hours per week, receive technical 


training. According the decree, these courses have 


Continued page 


Still Imre Nagy 


ARLY THREE YEARS after the crushing the Hungarian 
Revolt, and year after Revolt Premier Imre Nagy 
was treacherously executed, the Kadar regime still feels 
necessary to attack Nagy and his attempts to protect Hun- 
garian interests and democratize his country. Below are 
excerpts from article the Party daily Nepszabadsag 
Budapest), July 24, Gyula Kallai, Minister State: 
“Imre Nagy and his group camouflaged their attacks 
the proletarian dictatorship with false references 
tional characteristics. They tried prove that the 


democracy 


variant proletarian dicta- 
torship theory this meant the renunciation the 
principle class struggle and the proclamation class 
peace, and practice, led the disarmament the work- 
ing class and the unleashing the white terror. 


‘The revisionists attacked Hungarian-Soviet friendship, 


accussed the USSR and endeavored dis- 
rupt the unity the Socialist camp tearing Hungary 
out of it. Imre N; 
political alliances, the weapons imperialist aggression 
such NATO and SEATO, the same level the 


i 
} 
] 
i 


Warsaw Pact, the defense alliance the Socialist countries. 


tried reduce the aggressive military- 


appeared the prophet the principle ‘remaining 


outside the and announced ‘neutrality.’ 


however, was disguise for joining the 


capitalist camp and selling out Hungarian national in- 


dependence. 


“Nevertheless, the advance ofl the hostile ideology was 
facilitated some dogmatic and sectarian mistakes our 
cultural policy and the fact that the years prior 
the counterrevolution failed pursue consistent and 
critical struggle principle against bourgeois 
bourgeois ideologies, artistic and scientific trends ; 
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KHRUSHCHEV'S SPEECH WARSAW 


The rise Wladyslaw Gomulka from disgrace and imprisonment the unchallenged 


leadership Poland’s Communists was git 


ago called Gomulka “traitor” had 


returned praise 


its final mark July the following 
speech Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev Warsaw. 


The man who only two years 


him “the true son 


the Polish people” and “the outstanding personality the workers’ movement,” and 
defend him against all his critics. The text below, from which only the repetitive 


closing passages have been omitted, taken from Trybuna Ludu 


COMRADE GOMULKA, dear Com- 
rade Zawadzki, dear Comrade Cy- 
rankiewicz, our dear 
friends, citizens wonderful Warsaw, 
the capital of the Polish People’s Re- 
public, allow me, behalf the Central 
Committee the CPSU, the Presidium 
the Supreme Soviet, the Council 
Ministers the Soviet Union, and all 
the working people our country, 
greet vou cordially, and through all 
Polish people, the the great 
national festival, the 15th 
Applause 

formation the Polish People’s 
Republic not only constituted 
point the history the Polish people, 
but also event international im- 
portance which played great role the 
development world Socialism. 
known that international 
action, basing itself Poland’s ruling 
classes, strove for more than two decades 
attack the world’s first Socialist State 
ruling circles bourgeois Poland, 
placing selfish class interests 
national interests, obsequiously the 
territory their country and its material 
means the disposal all kinds coun- 


versive activities against the Soviet Union 


Brought 


The the revolution 
Poland brought freedom the work 
ing people, who became the masters 
their own country. the same time 
caused breach the capitalist encircle- 
ment the Soviet State considerable 


Thanks 


this the forces world Socialism 


part of our western frontiers 


grew and obtained extensive possibilities 
for further development while the sphere 
the rule capitalism was reduced 
size. result the rout the army 
Fascist invaders and the victory the 
democratic regime Poland, 


favorable conditions were created for the 


War fait 


July 22. 


eastern part Germany embark 
the road Socialist development 
the German people created 
democratic and peace-loving State. Your 
national festival also holiday for the 
Soviet people, for the people of other So- 
cialist countries, festival for all people 
fighting for bright future for man 
kind. Applause 

The democratic regime Po- 
land inherited from the capitalist system 
ruined country with backward econ 
omy. seemed some that the new 
Poland would not manage overcome 
difficulties standing the way its de- 
velopment. However, the new social sys 
tem has called into being inexhaustible 
Thanks to 


steadfast constructive labor 


creative forces of the people 


working class, the working peasantry, and 
the Polish intelligentsia, People’s Poland 
standing firmly its feet and has be- 
come 


country 


Many those present here 
member, course, the malicious yapping 
raised vears ago the Polish land 
owners and capitalists, whose black hest 
was destroved by the people's revolution 
imperialists other countries sup 
ported every way the exploiting classes 
Poland, gave shelter them, 
hoping restore the old order hated 
the people Poland. The enemies the 
Poland 


would perish the capitalists and land 


that 


owners were not re turned to power How- 
miscalculated 
working people Poland handed out 


ever, cruelly 
another good lesson to the woebegone 
prophets. 

Only hitteen vears have passed since 
Peopk Pe land. 


but within that short span time the 


cesses the development economy 


and culture, about which Comrade 


mulka spoke vividly and detail 
here. How great are all these successes 
have seen during our tour your 
one considers the fact that 
the first five vears of the existence of the 
Polish People’s Republic 
basically the liquidation the enor- 
mous destruction caused the war, 
becomes evident that you brought about 
the fundamental changes the appeat 
ance the country not during fifteen 


vears, but, fact, during ten vears 


these few our Party-govern- 


ment delegation has visited Katowice and 


other towns the Silesian basin, Szezecin 


and Poznan, Rzeszow and Gdansk, Lodz 


Lublin. many other towns and 
ages became acquainted with the 
work number industrial enter 
prises, State farms, and agricultural 
operatives, met hundreds thousands 
our dear Polish friends, and saw many 
historic places, and must say that 
stay country has made indelible 
impression all us. have been 
greeted the best friends, 


as faithful brothers. ( Prolonged applause 2 


attitude our delegation, for the fra 


cordial 


meetings, for the invitation take 
part this joyous national holiday and 
the opportunity speak here. 

Words fail expressing our feelings 
profound gratitude for all this the 
Polish people, the leaders the 


and the Government the Polish Peo 


ple’s Republi: Evervwhere we went. 
among workers, peasants, the Polish 
telligentsia, genuine warmth, 


ality, and understanding the neces 
sity strengthen the fraternal friendly 
relations between our people and between 


ur Countries 


Share the Same 


frank talks with Polish leaders 


did not feel that had any 


concepts, either the questions the 
building Communism the Soviet 


Union, 


saw once more that and our Polish 


friends share the same concept 
most important task further strengthen 
ing friendly relations between our coun 
tries, strengthening the unity 
great camp Socialism, unity ques 


tions concerning the struggle for 


the necessity to liquidate nternational 
tension and the cold war, so as to safe 
guard world peace Ap] 

are very pleased trip 
\ ntrv, dear friend ised that 


have once again visited 
friends the Polish people. (Applause 
In our tur, permit me to assure you 
once again that the people the 
Soviet Union and the other Socialist 
countries, the Polish People’s 
brothers Applause 


"Some Sad 


Among the hundreds thousands 
kind and joyful faces the people who 
welcomed us here, I have also seen 
people some meetings whose faces were 
rather sad. And when had good look 
at them I was convinced that I had seen 
many them before. They are, 
niki) who accompany visits 
various countries. They are some of the 
journalists of the bourgeois newspapers 
Western countries Animation, ap- 
plause 

Apparently some them are really 
and disappointed when they see 
the welcome accorded us, representa- 
tives the Soviet Union, fraternal 
Poland well other One 
can, course, understand such people 
and even have some sympathy for them 
most bitter disappointment felt 
man when sees his hopes founder 
Judge for yourselves: some journalist 
other comes here hoping see 
friendly welcome us, and instead 
sees thousands and thousands radiant 
faces and smiles the faces Polish 
men and women, the warmest fraternal 
attitude of the Polish people to the en 
voys the Soviet Union. (Applause) 


Dear comrades, the celebration the 
fifteenth anniversary the Polish Peo 
ple’s Republic coincides with preparations 
for the events to be held on the occasion 
the millennium the Polish State 
Lhe Polish people, led by the Party ot 
the working class, are marking this mem- 
orable date with a feeling ot legitimate 
pride. Many generations progressive 
people Poland have dreamed for cen- 
turies their country free and 
independent, have for the 
ation the Polish working people from 


national and social oppression 


the stern Fascist occupa 
tion the sons and the Polish 
people sacrificed themselves 
that their motherland might 
forever the chains social oppression, 
that Poland might become strong and 
independent State, that might never 
again under the heel mono 


olies. the Polish revolutionaries, those 


who gave their lives for the happin 


the Polish peopl - could see their mother- 
land today, they would say: did not 
struggle vain; our cause has triumphed. 


Applause 


the path national and social 
liberation, the path free creative 
labor, the popular masses of Poland 
were led the Polish United Workers’ 
Party, the tried leader and organizer 
the workers and the embodiment their 
vital class and national interests. The 
PZPR justifiably enjoys the affection and 
support all working people the 
country. has taken the best traditions 
the Polish revolutionary workers’ move- 
ment and led its work the most 
progressive teaching Marxism-Lenin- 
ism. now defending the interests 
the people, bringing them spirit 
boundless devotion the cause 
Socialism, the great ideas interna- 
tional proletarian solidarity. (Applause) 

attacks international and internal re- 
action, which tried destroy the So- 
cialist gains the workers with the aid 
revisionists and draw Poland into 
the capitalist slough. The Third Congress 
the PZPR, which was vivid demon- 
stration the unity and closeness the 
Party ranks the basis the prin 
and important tasks before Polish Com- 
munists and all working people 


land 


From the bottom our hearts 
wish all members of the PZPR, its Cen- 
tral Committee headed the true son 
the Polish people, the outstanding 
personality workers’ movement, 
Comrade Gomulka, new successes the 
struggle for the building Socialism, 
for implementing the decisions the 
Third Congress! 

The experience the Soviet Union 
and other Socialist countries teaches 
that the unity the workers and their 
cohesion around the 
Party the working class decisive 
condition for the victory Socialism 
The historic service rendered by the 
PZPR lies the fact that was able 
unite all progressive forces 
tion under the program building So- 
cialism. Allow this solemn day 
greet warmly the United Peasant Party, 
the Democratic Party, and all social or- 
ganizations which, having joined together 
the National Unity Front, are success- 
fully struggling under the leadership 
the PZPR for the building of a new Po- 
land! 


Our 


Dear friends, history has closely inter- 
woven the destinies the Polish and 
Soviet peoples. The traditions friend- 
ship and the revolutionary brotherhood 
our people are great. Many wonderful 
pages history are linked with these, 
many remarkable names which are 
justly proud. These pages the past 
are extremely instructive. They aid 
the international education the younger 
generation and contribute the con- 
solidation Soviet-Polish friendship. The 
strengthening and development 
traditions great and worthwhile cause 

This especially important 
the fact that the enemies Socialism 
are attempting all means sow dis- 
trust between the Soviet and Polish work- 
ing people, undermine their friendship. 
for this purpose that they drag 
long-forgotten facts and search the dark 
pages the past relations our coun- 
tries. However, their efforts are vain. 
now are different historical 
conditions have changed radically. There 
will never return the past. No- 
body will succeed in shaking the friend- 
ship between our people. Applause 

position the Polish State now more 
stable than ever. has won true national 
sovereignty, has united the lands which 
have been Polish from time immemorial, 
and has achieved very 
cess both home and foreign policy. 
Never before has the voice Poland 
had such weight international 
arena present. While previously the 
instability the frontiers the Polish 
State led instability its relations 
with other countries, now Socialist Po- 
land, which State with 
permanent and untouchable borders and 
successfully pursuing its national policy 
equal member the Socialist camp, 
has established friendly relations with 
neighboring countries which are also So- 
cialist 


Thus Poland now surrounded 
friends. This characteristic the 
present-day position Poland which did 
not exist before. the past the stronger 
neighbors Poland always coveted Po- 
lish lands and threatened them. Now its 
neighbors, Socialist countries, not only 
not threaten it, but 
shelter it. They mutually strengthen each 
other, support independence, and guaran- 
tee the free development of each Social- 
ist country. 


Applause 


However, this does not mean that 
can relax and unconcerned about the 
intrigues the enemies peace and 


| 


Socialism. The enemies Socialism have 
not laid down their arms; they continue 
put it, the containment Socialism. 
What the essence this policy? 
consists attempt weaken the So- 
cialist countries from within means 
them quarrel with one another and this 
way undermine and destroy the mon- 
olithic Socialist camp. 

During the recent past, the partisans 
the containment policy backed mainly 
Hungary and Poland, because they con- 
sidered these countries to be the weakest 
links the Socialist camp. Later, they 
had exclude Hungary from their cal- 
culations, but apparently they have 
given regarding Poland. 
They contend that Poland allegedly occu- 
pies a spec ial place Socialist 
countries; that compared with the Soviet 
Union and other Socialist countries, 


hope 


among 


ciples, and that therefore there hope 
tearing Poland away from the Socialist 
have very 
poor understanding indeed the present 
situation Poland and the entire So- 
cialist camp permit even for moment 
the thought that possible get Po- 
land quarrel with the Soviet Union and 
with other Socialist countries. 


camp. However, one must 


Are Very 


Of course, in the not too distant past, 
there were certain elements our rela- 
tions which gave our enemies hope dis- 
cord between our countries. You and 
regarded those difficulties 
film dust upon the crystal-clear 


relations 


between our Parties and our 


countries. However, even this was 
sufficient for our enemies imagine that 
they are leaning upon some kind rock 
contradictions which exist between the 
Soviet Union and Poland. Surely time 
for them understand that there have 
never been and are not now any contra- 
dictions between us. the 
dust, 


was enough for the Polish and 
Soviet people blow once for this dust 
disappear completely. Applause 

We are very pleased with the relations 
which established 
and the Polish 
public and with the unity views which 
both 


have been 


tween 


ideological 
questions and questions concerning the 
relations between our States. There are 
disagreements different interpreta- 
tions questions between our two gov- 


The CPSU and the PZPR, both 


emments 


the solving domestic problems 
their countries and many other spheres, 
are guided single policy 
themselves the position Marxism- 
Leninism, the position the struggle 
against revisionism and opportunism, the 
struggle against dogmatism. are uni- 
ted great and noble aim—the con- 
struction the bright edifice Com- 
munism. friendship permanently 


stable and indestructible. \pplause 


"An 


Our historical experience both the 
distant and the more recent past testifies 
the fact that friendly relations have al- 
ways benefited our people and that, 
the other hand, any complications our 
relations have only our enemies. 
Whoever tries sow discord distrust 
between us, whether wants not, 
whether understands not, act- 
ing against the vital interests the peo- 
ple Poland and the USSR, helping 
forces that are hostile to the causes of 
Socialism and peace. 

Undoubtedly 


ists and 


Applause 


there are 
Poland. They 


have lost support and their activities have 
been greatly restricted, but they still 


opportunists in 


ist, course. our country, too, 
elements exist, but have been deprived 
nourishment and the possibility 
manifesting themselves. 
does not mean that can allow our 
selves slacken our attention and not 
struggle against possible recurrence 
which 


must guard expose ideologically 


the phenomena 


and take firm ste against all manifesta 
tions revisionism and opportunism 

In the world workers’s movement, we 
have waged and will continue 
struggle 


to wage a 


who call 


themselves Communists but who fact 


pursue policy undermining Marxism- 
Leninism and the teach 
ing, of 


undermining the Socialist camp 


enemies correctly 


understand 


splitters; correctly 


assess 
and therefore they give moral and mate 
rial encouragement their subversive 
tivities. have waged and will con 


tinue wage resolute struggle for the 
gy, for the 
teaching Marxism-Leninism 
ing will ever induce 


road. 


purity of 
Noth- 


leave this 


purity our ideolo 


lations between the 


parties there exists ideological 


monolith such has never be- 


tore Some time ago revisionists, ene- 


nies Of Marxism-Leninism, managed to 


stir trouble Hungary and called 
forth counterrevolutionary events which 
demanded small sacrifices from Hun- 
garian Communists and from the Hun 


garian people. However, the Hungarian 
Socialist Workers’ Party and its Central 
Committee, led by the glorious son otf 
the Hungarian people, Comrade Janos 
Kadar, handled the difficulties honorably, 
consolidated the Hungarian Communists 
under the banner Marxism-Leninism, 


and are now confidently 


working class, the 


peasantry, 


working intelligentsia. People’s Hungary 


now Socialist 


granite rock the 


camp the struggle for peace, 


building Socialism, the struggle for 


Communism. 


Applause 


parties are waging and will continue 
wage against all shades 


reVISIONISIN, 
which the main danger the cause 
Marxism-Leninism, must not obscure 


wage 


against any manifestation dogmatism 
You know that there were splitters our 
country who were divorced from life, who 
oached questions posed life 


manner, who tried revise the 


our party, who threw 
sticks into the wheels and made our ad 
difficult. However, the Cen 
tral Committee of our 
nd cast off these 


selves 


more 


party unmasked 
rid our 
them and our air has becom 
cleaner, Our 


splitters 


economy 18 prospering ais 


never before, spite the croaking 
dogmatists against the policy 
Party and goverment 


Polish Dogmatists 


known that there are 


the Polish People’s Republic, and 
the PZPR well. judge from every 
thing, they not agree with policy 
which being pursued the PZPR 


Committee, led Comrade 


who allegedly are waging struggle for 
the real Marxist-Leninist policy which 
the CPSU guided, and they say that 


would only like correct the pol 


fully with the the 
Party members sometimes depict 
themselves being the 
the Soviet Union and maintain that 


thev, and they alone, are the true 
men the Marxist-Leninist ideas the 
Polish 


Party, that they who are 
the PZPR that might pursue 


(somulh 
2 


contribute consolidation our Par- the 
ties, our people, and would unite our ac- 


cleus the Marxist-Leninist Party; the 


would seem that these people act 
from good intentions; however, one 


looks at 


clear that theirs not concrete, correct 


becomes 


tendency. our opinion, one cannot 
demand that the PZPR Central Commit- 
tee resolve all the internal problems 
Poland manner which coincides fully 
with the policy the CPSU. Each people 
must build Socialism and advance toward basic 
Communism taking into consideration Socialist 
its own national, cultural, and 
peculiarities. Applause) 

The well-known Leninist thesis this 
question finds expression the declara- 
tion of the conference of twelve Commu- 
nist and workers’ Parties in Moscow in 
1957. stated the decisions the 


20th Congress our 


sionists. 


Party and again 
confirmed the decisions the 
tween and the revisionists tion all. 
standing this tenet Marxism-Lenin- 
The difference consists that the 


Congress 


revisionists emphasize the Marxism-Leninism 
conditions existing the 
countries which are building Socialism, 
completely disregarding all common im- 
mutable conditions which are character- 


istic of all countries 


Marxist-Leninists pick out and 


mphasize the 


weakening the 


principles common all our countries 


leadership the working 


carrying-out the proletarian revolution 
in one form or another and the establish- 
ment the dictatorship the proletariet 
one form another; the alliance be- 
tween the masses of the working class and 
the major part the peasantry well 
other strata the working people; the 
liquidation of capitalist property and the 
establishment of public 
transformation 
internationalism, 
factors. These laws are the basis for all 
those who really wish build Socialism 
and not lead this cause into the mire 


Disagreements Between 


There are disagreements between 
and the PZPR concerning this ques- 
hold 
Applause) The PZPR and its Central 


Committee apply the basic principles 


concrete conditons of their country 
and hold the course toward the building 
Socialism Poland 
the dogmatists the PZPR lead the 
efforts the PZPR 
Central Committee and objectively cre- 
unshakable ate nourishing soil for the revisionists 
and the opportunists 


Friend and 


place in Poland several years a 


masses the working class, whose nu- 


events 
go cre- 
ated the possibility for the revisionists to 
raise their voices and become active, 
among other ways, the direction be- 
ing anti-Soviet. However, the overwhelm- 
ing majority the PZPR and the Po- 
lish people have understood and un- 
CPSU and the Soviet Government. The 
PZPR Central Committee 
Comrade Gomulka holds firmly 
course—a correct course toward the so- 
lution the tasks constructing So- 


ownership over 


agriculture; 


cialism Poland, toward the strength- 
ening relations between our Parties, 
between our peoples. 

Therefore, those who do not support 
the policy the PZPR Central Com- 
mittee headed Comrade Gomulka are 
fact grist for the mill the revision- 
ists, although they themselves, from ultra- 
leftist positions, criticize the leadership 
from Marxism-Leninism. seems 
that PZPR members who hold dog- 


matic views are fact honest people, 


ape stasy 


a creative way 


they want friendship between our coun- 
tries, then they must revise their position 

The activities 

and support firmly the policy which 

being carried out the Central Commit- 

tee the PZPR, headed our friend, 

our dear friend and comrade, Wladys- 


law Gomulka. (Applause 


Current Developments continued from page 


been set order provide larger number skilled 
workers. The new law also raises the compulsory school- 
ing age from years for those children who are un- 
able complete the eight-year program within 
scribed time. 

Another decree allocated million forint the Minis- 
tries Agriculture and Industry order provide em- 
ployment for daily 4-6 hour periods for young people be- 
tween the ages and 18; additional million forint 
were granted the local councils for the 


New Civil Code Adopted 


new civil code, approved parliament, 


stressed the obligations Hungarian citizens regarding 
public property. For many years Communist regimes have 
been embarrassed the “economic crimes” 


involving the misuse and destruction State property; with 


the new code, directors State enterprises will bear fuller 
responsibility for losses 
of Justice, Dr 


According the 
Nezval, “by putting special emphasis 


two forms social property, State property and coopera- 
tive property, new code| declares the principle pro- 
tection social property and imposes the duty such 
protection all citizens. The bill, however, extends 
protection the personal property workers well, 
since personal property the fruit the labor, 
which serves satisfy vital necessities and raise his stand- 


ard living.” (Nepszabadsag July 


Sino-Hungarian Friendship 


Although treaties friendship signed between members 
the “Socialist camp” are common practice, ceremonial 
ratification the Hungarian parliament 
served exclusively for Soviet-Hungarian accords. July 
29, however, the parliament formally ratified new Chi- 
nese-Hungarian Friendship Treaty. speech delivered 
this Karoly Kiss, sometimes regarded 
leader the neo-Stalinist branch the Party, stressed the 
“identity of economic, politic al and social objec tives’ bind- 
ing the two countries together. 


July 31.) 
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Recent and Related 


Bitter Harvest, edited Edmund Still- 
man (New York: Praeger, 1959, 313 
pp., $5.00). anthology the litera- 
ture ferment the Communist 
world. Excellently edited and selected, 
this volume brings together poems, es- 
says and short stories thirty authors 
who are the aristocracy Marxist in- 
tellectual dissent, those who have 
spoken out against Communism from 
the inside, out knowledge and 
experience with Communist 
There are Russians like Pasternak and 
Ehrenburg, Hungarians like Imre Nagy 
and Tibor Dery, the Yugoslav 
and the East German Harich, and the 
Poles Kolakowski and 
short, great range political, eco- 
nomic and social criticism within the 
Soviet orbit, which has been termed 
“revisionism.” Much the book’s ma- 
terial first appeared English East 
Europe. 


Protracted Conflict, Robert Strausz- 
Hupé, William Kintner, James 
Dougherty, Alvin Cottrell (New York: 
Harper, 1959, 203 pp., $5.00). product 
extensive research and study begun 
1955 the Foreign Policy Research 
Institute, this analysis four 
foreign-policy experts the diplomatic 
techniques and aspirations Commun- 
ism developed its central base, the 
Soviet Union. The book deliberately 
avoids discussion Communism so- 
cial economic ideology, and examines 
its significance doctrine and tech- 
nique conflict, seeking 
how Moscow strives work around the 
while conducting 
campaign global aggrandizement. The 
authors arrive thesis linking all the 
phenomena conflict and competition 
the Soviet Grand Plan which assumes 
that “peace” continuation war 
other means. “Protracted Conflict” 
points out the Communist division the 
world into “war zone,” 


defenses 


which every- 
thing outside the Sino-Soviet bloc, 
“peace zone.” The Communists attempt 
probe into the “war zone,” sometimes 
gaining victories and sometimes losing. 
But their victories are intended 
permanent, for what gained becomes 
incorporated into the “peace zone” where 
the West not prepared venture 
counter-offensives. The Communist strat- 
egy protracted conflict operates con- 
tinuously levels—political, eco- 
nomic, psychological, military, cultural; 


hence, the authors say, the general stra- 
tegic situation the Western nations, 
assessed global terms, seems 
deteriorating steadily while that the 
Communist bloc slowly improves. Notes, 
appendix. 


The Second Dispute, 
edited Vaclav Benes, Robert 
Byrnes, Nicolas Spulber (Indiana Uni- 
versity, Slavic and East European Series, 
1959, 272 pp., $3.50). The documents 
here published are selected mainly from 
the period April June 1958, when 
the chief charges and counter-charges 
the second dispute un- 
folded. The documents are grouped into 
four sections: “The 
fers the period from the reconcilia- 
tion May 1955 the end 1957. 
The second section consists the first 
three chapters the draft program 
the League Communists, 
which are the main targets the Soviet 
critique. The third section includes the 
attacks launched the various Com- 
munist Parties against the 
Communists from April June 1958, 
well speech July 11. 
The last part contains the Yugoslav re- 
joinders. The sections are preceded 
short editorial notes describing the role 
each document the dispute. Three 
general introductions present the histori- 
cal, political, and economic background 
the conflict. 


Russia’s Children, and 
Edith Alt (New York: Bookman, 1959, 
240 pp., $3.75). 
port child welfare the Soviet 
Union, based upon on-the-spot observa- 
tions and study. How Russians raise 
politically 
well sociologically, and the au- 


their children important 


ture the Soviet theory, ethics and 
practice this field. They interviewed 
many professional workers, 
inet ministers nurses, teachers and 
policemen; they observed adults and 
buses, parks, and home. Index. 


Modern Russia, John (New 
York: Philosophical Library, 1958, 180 
pp., $6.00). brief, factual commentary 
Russia. System government 
one-party State; natural resources, 
industry, agriculture and transport; peo- 


ples, races, languages and customs; and 
relations with other countries—these are 
the main topics covered, and supported 
maps and graphs and 
ography. Index. 


St. Petersburg, Andrey Biely (New 
York: Grove Press, 1959, 
$4.75). First published Russian 
1913, this excellent novel 
before been translated into any other 
language, and remained unknown out- 
side Russia. The author regarded 
one the most brilliant writers 
the Russian Symbolist movement. 
poet, novelist and essayist, 
thinker and scholar, Biely, who died 
1934, left some fifty volumes verse 
and prose. “St. Petersburg” his mas- 
The time 1905, the fateful 
year uprisings and conspiracies that 
served dress rehearsal for the 1917 
Revolution. The hero, young philoso- 
phy student, who has got mixed 
with seedy revolutionary gang, com- 
mits himself planting bomb. The 
target his father, rich bureaucrat 
and champion the Czarist regime. 
The two men embody two contrasting 


terpiece. 


and, the author implies, equally er- 
roneous ideas. Like Boris Pasternak, 
Biely was one the Russian writers 
who came see that revolution often 
destroys more than creates. 


Thirteen Days that Shook the Kremlin, 
Tibor Meray (New York: Praeger, 
1959, 290 pp., $5.00). This vivid, well- 
documented book about the Hungarian 
Revolt adds considerably the world’s 
knowledge and understanding those 
historic events and Imre Nagy’s role 
them. Tibor Meray, journalist and 
novelist leading Communist writer be- 
fore and during the Revolt, who later es- 
caped Paris), has set down step 
step the birth and growth the upris- 
ing, the countermoves the leaders 
the Hungarian Party and 
infighting that took place the Central 
Committee, along with his own analysis 
the mood the revolutionaries and 
Imre Nagy. His close association with 
Nagy permits him draw revealing 
portrait Nagy, 
though Communist, commanded the 
devotion and loyalty the Hungarian 
people, and why, despite that loyalty, 
could not keep the Revolt from going 
beyond him. Notes. 
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